Philippians 2:20



- is the explanatory use of the postpositive conjunction GAR, meaning “For” or “you see.”  Then we have the double accusative of object-complement.  “An object-complement double accusative is a construction in which one accusative substantive is the direct object of the verb [here OUDENA] and the other accusative [here ISOPSUCHON] (either noun, adjective, participle, or infinitive) complements the object in that it predicates something about it.  The complement may be substantival or adjectival.  This usage occurs only with certain kinds of verbs [such as the verb ECHW, which we have here].  If one of the two accusatives is a pronoun, it will be the object.  [OUDENA is the accusative masculine singular adjective that functions as a substantive pronoun, meaning “no one.”]  On a continuum from definite to qualitative to indefinite, the object will normally fall in the definite range [OUDENA is definite], while the complement will tend toward the qualitative-indefinite range [ISOPSUCHON is qualitative].”
  The complement portion of the double accusative is the accusative masculine singular from the adjective ISOPSUCHOS, which means “pertaining to being of the same mind or attitude—‘having the same mind, similarly minded, of the same attitude,’ ‘one who thinks the same way’ or possibly ‘one who has the same feelings about.’  In the latter instance, ‘feelings’ would be the equivalent of ‘attitude.’”
  Literally it means “of like soul/mind.”
  The key to understanding this word is found in the adjective ISOS, which “pertains to being equivalent in number, size, quality, equal as we had in Phil 2:6, “to be equal with someone.”
  The nuance of this meaning has great effect on the interpretation.  There are two nuances here:

1.  A wrong interpretation is that Paul is saying that Timothy has the same attitude toward the Philippians as he does and he is the only person on Paul’s team who has this same attitude.  This can hardly be the case considering the fact that Luke and Titus were on the team and would share the same attitude toward the Philippians as Timothy and Paul.

2.  A correct interpretation is that Paul is saying that Timothy has an equal soul or mind as Paul, which refers to Timothy’s spiritual growth.  This means that Paul is sending Timothy to the Philippians and giving a personal recommendation that Timothy is as doctrinally sound as Paul himself.  This makes sense, since the spiritual growth of Timothy should be of more concern to the Philippians than whether or not he likes them.

Then we have the first person singular present active indicative from the verb ECHW, meaning “to have.”

The present tense is a descriptive present for what is now going on.


The active voice indicates that Paul produces the action of not having anyone who thinks the same way.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.
“For I have no one of equal soul,”
- is the nominative masculine singular subject from the qualitative relative pronoun HOSTIS, which means “who is of such a high quality.”  The high quality here is the “equal-soul” of Timothy; that is, his spiritual maturity.  This is followed by the adverb of manner GNĒSIWS, which means “sincerely, genuinely.”  Then we have the accusative direct object from the neuter plural article, used to nominalize the following prepositional phrase and make it the object of the verb, which follows.  Finally, we have the preposition PERI plus the adverbial genitive of reference from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, which literally says, “the things concerning you”, but refers to “what concerns someone or something—his or its circumstances, situation, condition.”  This is the identical phrase we had in the previous verse.  Finally, we have the third person singular future active indicative from the verb MERIMNAW, which means “to attend to, care for, or be concerned about.”  Paul uses this same verb in 1 Cor 7:32, 33, 34 and 12:25.

The future tense is a predictive future, which affirms what will definitely take place.


The active voice indicates that Timothy will produce the action.

The indicative mood is a dogmatic statement of fact.
“who is of such quality that he will be genuinely concerned about your situation.”
Phil 2:20 corrected translation
“For I have no one of equal soul, who is of such quality that he will be genuinely concerned about your situation.”
Explanation:
1.  “For I have no one of equal soul,”

a.  Paul continues with an explanation for why he is sending Timothy to the Philippians.

b.  Obviously Paul cannot go himself, since he is still under house arrest.  But he wants to send someone in his place, and therefore, also wants to explain why he picked Timothy to go.

c.  Paul’s evaluation of Timothy is that Timothy is “of equal soul” to Paul.  That is quite a statement and the highest recommendation Paul could give under the ministry of God of the Holy Spirit.


d.  Since the Holy Spirit would not allow Paul to put a misleading statement to the Philippians in the inerrant word of God, we can confidently regard this statement as completely true.


e.  For Timothy to have an equal soul with Paul means that Timothy must have the same doctrinal content of the soul as Paul, and he did.  Timothy was growing in grace on a daily basis by learning the word of God from Paul on a daily basis.  He was keeping up with his teacher step-by-step.

f.  It is true that Timothy had the same attitude of love, care, and concern for the Philippians as Paul did, but he was not the only one.  Certainly Luke, Titus, and others on Paul’s team valued the Philippians’ positive volition to doctrine and financial support of the traveling seminary as well.


g.  But Timothy was a step ahead of the others on Paul’s team in his spiritual advance.  He wasn’t far ahead of the others, but he was enough ahead of the others that Paul trusted him to go to one of the best churches in the Empire.


h.  The fact that Paul says that there was no one else at the same level of spiritual quality or quality of the soul with him other than Timothy is not a put down to the others on the team, but a high recommendation of Timothy to the Philippians.

i.  The others on Paul’s team would not be jealous of Timothy’s evaluation or offended that Paul didn’t think of them in like manner.  They were not in competition with each other.  It would have been easy for someone like Titus or Luke to be hurt and offended by Paul’s remark, especially since it was being put publicly into the permanent word of God.  But since this was the evaluation of God the Holy Spirit and of the Commander of the Team (the Apostle Paul), the other members of the team would rejoice and be happy for Timothy and wish him well in his continued spiritual advance and service.  That’s the function of virtue-love in action rather than the inordinate ambition and competition of the satanic cosmic system.

j.  It was attitude toward doctrine, not attitude toward the Philippians, that made Timothy the right man to go to the Philippians.  They needed someone like Paul, who valued the word of God more than anything else in life, and understood the importance of spiritual growth on a daily basis through the intake of doctrine and personal love for God.


k.  Timothy was the right man to send to Philippi because of his spiritual growth, not because of his personal feelings or attitude about the Philippian believers.  Doctrine is the issue not the person.  The message, not the man, is always the issue.

2.  “who is of such quality that he will be genuinely concerned about your situation.”

a.  Paul continues by qualifying or giving a further explanation of what he means.

b.  Timothy is of such a quality as a person that he will be genuinely concerned about the circumstances of the Philippian church.

c.  What circumstances would Timothy be most concerned about?  He would be most concerned about the spiritual circumstances or situation of the Philippian church.


d.  Therefore, since the spiritual condition of the church is the issue, the spiritual condition of the person being sent is also the issue.


e.  The spiritual condition of Timothy was important, since Paul needed an evaluation from Timothy of the spiritual condition of the local church in Philippi.


f.  It was obvious to Paul that he needed to send the person on his team with the highest quality of spiritual maturity, in order to ensure he received the highest quality or genuine evaluation about the situation of the Philippian believers spiritually.

g.  Since Timothy had the highest genuine concern for the spiritual condition of others from his own spiritual advance, he was the right man to send for the job.


h.  This verse, therefore, teaches us another valuable lesson about spiritual maturity.  The more we advance in spiritual growth the more we will be genuinely concerned about the spiritual growth of others.



(1)  There is nothing wrong with being concerned about the health or economic situation of others, especially when they are sick or destitute, but the more important issue is their spiritual well-being.



(2)  We can see this in our Lord’s own mission on earth during the First Advent.  He did not heal all the sick, nor provide the prosperity of His millennial reign as promised, but was first concerned for the spiritual welfare of us all.  This is why the cross had to come before the crown.


(3)  Paul certainly cared for the economic well-being of the destitute believers in Judea, but he was more concerned about their attitude toward Jesus Christ and the mystery doctrine of the Church Age.



(4)  As Paul grew spiritually he came to realize that the spiritual issue was far more important than the other issues in people’s lives.  Timothy shared this same value, which is why Paul had to send Timothy to Philippi as God’s right man at the right time in the right place.



(5)  God doesn’t send us to other places for other duties unless we are the right person for the job.  God knows what He is doing, and made certain Paul knew exactly what He wanted before Paul decided to send Timothy.  Paul was responsible for making sure the Philippians knew this as well, which is why this statement needed to be included in Paul’s letter.
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