Philippians 2:19



- is the transitional use of the postpositive conjunction DE, meaning “Now” and indicating a shift or change in the narrative discourse.  With this we have the first person singular present active indicative from the verb ELPIZW, which means “to look forward to something in view of the measures one takes to ensure fulfillment, to expect, Rom 15:24; 1 Cor 16:7; Phil 2:19, 23; 1 Tim 3:14; 2 Jn 12; 3 Jn 14; 2 Cor 1:13; 13:6; Phile 22; Besides the meanings ‘hope, expect’ as positive aspect [also to have confidence], Greek literature also includes the aspect ‘foresee, fear, anticipate’.”


The present tense is a descriptive present for what is now going on in Paul’s planning.


The active voice indicates that Paul is producing the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the preposition EN plus the instrumental of association from the masculine singular nouns KURIOS and IĒSOUS, used “especially in Paul or John to designate a close personal relation in which the referent of the -term is viewed as the controlling influence: under the control of, under the influence of, in close association with.”
  This cannot be the instrumental of means (‘by means of the Lord Jesus’), because the instrumental of means is used only with impersonal means and never personal agency.  This is also not an instrumental of agency (‘by the agency of the Lord Jesus’) because the verb is not in the middle or passive voice.  Literally, this says “I have confidence in the Lord Jesus.”
“Now, I anticipate under the influence of the Lord Jesus”
- is the accusative direct object from the masculine singular noun TIMOTHEOS, which is transliterated as “Timothy.”  Then we have the adverb of time TAXHEWS, which means “pertains to a future point of time that is subsequent to another point of time, with focus on brevity of interval rather than on speed of activity: soon, quickly, soon, without delay 1 Cor 4:19; Phil 2:19, 24; 2 Tim 4:9.”
  This is followed by the aorist active infinitive from the verb PEMPW, which means “to send.”

The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which gathers into a single whole the action of sending Timothy to Philippi.


The active voice indicates that Paul will produce the action of sending Timothy.


The infinitive is a complementary infinitive, which is used with the verb ELPIZW to complete its meaning.

Then we have the dative of indirect object from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “to you.”
“to send Timothy to you without delay,”
- is the conjunction HINA, which introduces a purpose or result clause and sometimes is a blending of purpose and result, and can be translated “in order that (purpose); so that (result), or that (purpose and result).”  Then we have the crasis (joining) of the words KAI and EGW into the single word KAGW, which means “I also.”  This is followed by the first person singular present active subjunctive from the verb EUPSUCHEW, which means “to be heartened, be glad, have courage with implication of release from anxiety have courage.”
  Literally this word means “to have a good soul,” which refers to having well-being in one’s soul.  A more accurate modern translation would be “to have tranquility of soul” or “to have a relaxed mental attitude.”

The present tense is a tendential present for what Paul proposes to have happen now, but is not yet happening.


The active voice indicates that Paul wants to produce the action of having a relaxed mental attitude.


The subjunctive mood is a potential subjunctive based on Timothy’s report back to Paul on the spiritual condition of the Philippian church.
“that I also may have tranquility of soul”
- is the nominative masculine first person singular aorist active participle from the verb GINWSKW, which means “to know; to come to know.”

The aorist tense is a culminative aorist, which gathers the action of knowing what is going on with the Philippian church into a single whole and regarding it from the standpoint of its results.


The active voice indicates that Paul produces the action of knowing.


The participle is temporal and precedes the action of the main verb.  Therefore, it can be translated by “when, since, or after.”
Then we have the accusative direct object from the neuter plural article, used to nominalize the following prepositional phrase and make it the object of the previous participle.  Finally, we have the preposition PERI plus the adverbial genitive of reference from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, which literally says, “the things concerning you”, but refers to “what concerns someone or something—his or its circumstances, situation, condition.”

“after I know your situation.”
Phil 2:19 corrected translation
“Now, I anticipate under the influence of the Lord Jesus to send Timothy to you without delay, that I also may have tranquility of soul, after I know your situation.”
Explanation:
1.  “Now, I anticipate under the influence of the Lord Jesus to send Timothy to you without delay,”

a.  Paul switches subjects to inform the Philippians of his plans for the immediate future.  He wants to send Timothy to Philippi to find out how they are doing as a church and learn if there is anything doctrinally they might need.  He anticipates that he will be able to send Timothy very soon.


b.  Timothy had been to Philippi before.  Therefore, he was well known to the Philippian church, Acts 19:22, “And having sent into Macedonia two of those who ministered to him, Timothy and Erastus, he himself stayed in Asia for a while.”

c.  Timothy continued to minister in Philippi, while Paul was in Ephesus.  Paul was eventually kicked out of Ephesus, goes to Macedonia, joins Timothy again, then goes to Greece.  He is chased out of Greece by the Jews, goes back through Macedonia again, sends Timothy and others on ahead of him to Troas, while he stayed a few days in Philippi.  Acts 20:1-6, “After the uproar had ceased, Paul sent for the disciples, and when he had exhorted them and taken his leave of them, he left to go to Macedonia.  When he had gone through those districts and had given them much exhortation, he came to Greece.  And there he spent three months, and when a plot was formed against him by the Jews as he was about to set sail for Syria, he decided to return through Macedonia.  And he was accompanied by Sopater of Berea, the son of Pyrrhus, and by Aristarchus and Secundus of the Thessalonians, and Gaius of Derbe, and Timothy, and Tychicus and Trophemus of Asia.”

d.  Timothy was one of the people Paul usually sent to the churches he had established:



(1)  1 Cor 4:17, “For this reason I have sent to you Timothy, who is my beloved and faithful child in the Lord, and he will remind you of my ways which are in Christ, just as I teach everywhere in every church.”


(2)  1 Thes 3:6, “But now that Timothy has come to us from you, and has brought us good news of your faith and love, and that you always think kindly of us, longing to see us just as we also long to see you.”

e.  The most interesting phrase here is the prepositional phrase (literally “in the Lord Jesus”).


(1)  The thought is complete if this phrase is omitted.  Therefore, Paul deliberately added it for a reason.  Paul’s purpose in adding the phrase is to indicate to the Philippians that he wasn’t doing this on his own initiative.  This was something the Lord wanted done.



(2)  Paul was finished with doing anything on his agenda.  He was now operating solely on the Lord’s agenda.  Paul would do exactly what the Lord wanted, and the Lord wanted someone dependable and gracious, who the Philippians knew and trusted, and someone who cared about the Philippians to go and see if there was anything they needed.



(3)  Paul was not spying on them.  There was no need to spy on them.  The Lord cared about them, and wanted Paul to know how things were going and what he could do to provide doctrinally for them.  Therefore, it was the Lord who motivated Paul to send Timothy to the Philippians.
2.  “that I also may have tranquility of soul”

a.  The Lord has a reason to motivate Paul to send Timothy.  The Lord wanted Paul to relax and have tranquility of soul with regard to the Philippians.  The Lord wanted Paul to not have to worry about them, and the best way to make that happen was to make sure Paul had the latest information on how they were doing spiritually.

b.  Remember that Paul had the “care of all the churches.”  But the Lord wanted to make that burden easier for Paul with regard to the Philippian church.


c.  So the Lord had a definite purpose in having Paul send Timothy, and the result would be Paul’s tranquility of soul or relaxed mental attitude.  This is why we have a blending of purpose and result here.  Tranquility of soul is a relaxed mental attitude.
The Doctrine of Mental Attitude
A.  Definition and Description.


1.  Mental attitude is the function of human thought.  Our mental attitude is what we think at any given time.  Consequently, thinking is the battlefield of our soul.


2.  The life of every believer is in his mental attitude.  The life of every believer is determined by what he thinks and what he decides.



a.  Divine viewpoint mental attitude is part of the greatest delegation of divine power in human history.



b.  What we think is more important than anything else.  But so many believers are struggling through life as mindless losers full of emotion.  What counts is the power of divine viewpoint in the soul.  Our life comes to be what we think, not what we feel.  Most believers today want overt impact, yet know nothing about the plan of God.



c.  Eph 1:19-20, “And what is the surpassing greatness of God’s power to us who have believed for the delegation of His superior power which He has put into operation by means of Christ when He raised Him from the dead and seated Him at His right hand in heavenly places.”  The system of thought called Bible doctrine produces mental attitude divine viewpoint and is from the content of the infallible word of God.



d.  What we really are as a person is what we really think, not what we appear to be on the surface, not the way we are dressed or groomed, but what goes on inside the invisible us, which is our soul.  We are not always what we appear to be on the surface.  Some people can hide their thoughts and some cannot.  People can hide their thoughts and become adept at the practice of hypocrisy.



e.  The real you is the thought content of your soul.  Prov 23:7, “For as a person thinks in his soul [NEPHESH], so he is.”  The soul is the place where we think or do not think.  Hence, what we really are is what we think.  Personality is not the real person; thought is.



f.  Bible doctrine is the thinking or the mind of Christ, 1 Cor 2:16, “For who has known the thinking of the Lord that he should instruct Him, but we have the mind of Christ [the mystery doctrine of the Church Age].”


g.  The delegation of divine power to every Church Age believer is Bible doctrine learned, accepted, and deployed on the defense line of our soul.  Bible doctrine defends against false doctrine—the doctrine of demons.


h.  The delegated power of God is thinking Bible doctrine, mental attitude divine viewpoint.



i.  Jn 4:24 says, “God is spirit, and those who worship Him must worship in [the influence of the] Spirit and truth [metabolized doctrine].”

3.  A thought (or lack of thought) can make or break us at any given moment, depending on whether our thought is human viewpoint or divine viewpoint.  Furthermore, our thinking can make or break our nation.

  

a.  1 Cor 10:12, “Therefore let him who thinks he stands take heed lest he fall.”


b.  Gal 6:3, “For if anyone thinks he is something when he is nothing, he deceives himself.”  Thinking is either the application of doctrine to life or the application of arrogance and ignorance, which is human viewpoint.


4.  The difference between living in the cosmic system and advancing to spiritual maturity depends on the thought in our soul.  


5.  Thinking falls into two categories for the believer.



a.  Divine viewpoint from the Bible doctrine in our soul.



b.  Human viewpoint from living in the cosmic system and functioning under Satan’s policy of human good and evil.


6.  Human viewpoint is the thinking of the believer who has rejected Bible doctrine or neglected it.  Therefore, it is the thinking of the carnal or degenerate believer.  The arrogance skills (self-deception, self-justification, self-gratification, self-absorption, etc.) hinder the function of divine viewpoint.  This is why Scripture emphasizes the fact that God makes war against the arrogant believer but He gives grace to the humble believer, Jam 4:6; 1 Pet 5:5.


7.  Divine viewpoint is the thinking of the believer positive to Bible doctrine, the advancing believer, or the mature believer.  Divine viewpoint of life requires three thinking functions:



a.  Cognition—both the act and the process of inculcation of Bible doctrine.



b.  Thinking—the application of learned and accepted doctrine.



c.  Solving—understanding and using the spiritual problem-solving devices by which we make accurate and correct application to experience.


8.  The thinking of the mature believer is different from the generally accepted thought patterns of the world.  Therefore, the believer is set apart as unique when he reaches maturity.  Uniqueness is reflected in his thought, actions, and observation of the honor code of the royal family of God.


9.  Mental attitude includes the principles of life on which we operate.  These principles are our motivation for life.



a.  Speech and action is an expression of our thinking.  Therefore, what we say and do is what we think.



b.  Thinking and speaking is a reflection of our priorities in life.  Everything we do, everything we say, even how we look reflects our thinking.



c.  Thought, speech, and action is a reflection of our mental attitude and motivation in life.


10.  The greatest battle we have in life is the battle in the soul; therefore, the importance of the spiritual problem-solving devices on the defense line of the soul.  Good changes in history are made through what we think.  The content of our thinking is the most important thing about us.  Most believers today are confused in their thinking.


11.  The spiritual skills require the fulfillment of the divine mandates regarding mental attitude viewpoint.
B.  Scriptural Documentation.


1.  Mental attitude determines true human personality.  Prov 23:6‑7, “For as a man thinks in his soul, so he is.  And he says to you, ‘Eat and drink,’ but his right lobe is against you.”


a.  What a person thinks in his soul is what he really is.



b.  We will never be a well‑rounded personality with a limited vocabulary.  It takes words with which to think.  The more limited our vocabulary the less developed our personality.  We have to have a good vocabulary to have a good sense of humor.



c.  We must think to have character and personality.



d.  Any spiritual system which demands technical thought improves our mind, personality, character and eventuates in honor, integrity, and occupation with Christ.  Therefore, doctrine is important.



e.  A person is not a personality, but what he thinks.


2.  Gal 6:3, “If anyone thinks he is something when he is nothing, he deceives himself.”  To think we are something is arrogance.  Arrogance is the thinking that comes in the form of many mental attitude sins, such as jealousy, bitterness, vindictiveness, implacability, hatred, self-pity, inordinate ambition, and inordinate competition.  To think of ourselves in arrogant terms is self-deceit and disastrous.


3.  Isa 55:8, “`My thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways My ways,’ says the Lord.”


a.  The thoughts of God are divine viewpoint.  The thoughts of man are human viewpoint.  However, the thoughts of God are recorded in the word of God so that we can know what divine viewpoint is.



b.  This verse teaches that what we think determines what we do.   Note that “thoughts” precede “ways.”  It is thinking that determines decision and action.



c.  By processing God’s thoughts into our souls, we have the opportunity of living on earth with an entirely foreign attitude to the normal concepts of life.



d.  Doctrine in the soul starts a conflict in the soul with human viewpoint which is not resolved until we reach maturity.  Legalism has to be unlearned for many believers.


4.  Rom 12:2-3, “Stop being conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renovation of your thought, that you may prove what the will of God is, namely, divine good production, the well-pleasing to God [the function of the spiritual skills], the mature status quo.  For I say through the grace which has been given to me to everyone who is among you: stop thinking of self in terms of arrogance beyond what you ought to think, but think in terms of sanity for the purpose of being rational without illusion as God as assigned to each one of us a standard of thinking from doctrine.”


a.  To be conformed to this world refers to thought conformation; that is, thinking human viewpoint.  It has nothing to do with how we conduct our social life.



b.  Transformation starts with what we think and renovation of thought, changing from human viewpoint to divine viewpoint.



c.  Everyone has some form of rationality, but it is usually related to illusion.  Therefore, their rationality is not reality.



d.  The standard of thinking comes from doctrine.  We have to learn doctrine in order to think divine viewpoint.  We have to learn doctrine and accept it before it becomes a standard of thinking.



e.  Bible doctrine in the soul is designed to eliminate subjective thinking of arrogance, for all subjective thinking is arrogance or a manifestation of arrogance.



f.  Bible doctrine in the soul causes the believer to think in terms of common sense, rational and sane divine viewpoint, which inserts Bible doctrine into daily life and therefore avoids living and thinking in the cosmic system.  Neglect or rejection of doctrine puts the believer in the cosmic system, and only renovation of thought can get the believer out.



g.  The thought pattern renovated by the daily function of learning and believing the word of God results in Bible doctrine resident in the soul.  This doctrine in the soul replaces human viewpoint with divine viewpoint.  As this happens, a new mental attitude is formed in the mind.  Mental attitude is everything.  It is the capacity for life.  It is that which is pleasing to the Lord.


5.  Phil 2:5, “Keep on having this mental attitude in you which was also in Christ Jesus.” 



a.  The mental attitude of Christ can be our mental attitude.



b.  This verse indicates there is a transition of mental attitude from the previous dispensation of the Hypostatic Union into the Church Age.
  
6.  Col 3:2, “Keep thinking objectively about the things above, not on things on the earth.”


a.  The spiritual problem-solving devices are the application skills of the spiritual life.



b.  The application of the word of God is accomplished through the use of the divine problem solving devices.  This application goes in three directions: toward God, toward people, and toward self.




(1)  Fellowship with the Holy Spirit, personal love toward God the Father, and occupation with Christ are the problem-solving devices directed toward God.




(2)  The problem-solving devices directed toward people include: grace orientation, doctrinal orientation, unconditional virtuous love for all mankind.




(3)  The problem solving devices directed toward self include: confession of sin, a personal sense of destiny, doctrinal orientation, the faith-rest drill, sharing the happiness of God.


7.  Phil 4:7, “And the prosperity from God which transcends human comprehension shall garrison your hearts and thinking by Christ Jesus.”


a.  It is impossible for the unbeliever and the ignorant believer to understand prosperity from God; it’s beyond human comprehension.  They simply cannot begin to appreciate what God has done for us through logistical grace, prospering both winners and losers, and what God has done in phenomenally blessing those winners who execute His plan and His will.



b.  One of the great factors in the believer who is advancing spiritually is a phenomenal mental attitude.  This mental attitude is reflected by using the spiritual problem-solving devices of the plan of God.



c.  Prosperity is thought as well as possession.  It is a system of thought we carry regardless of circumstances.  It is the same consistency of thinking that provides true capacity for life, so that we face undeserved suffering, we are just as happy as when we are in fantastic prosperity.

C.  The Importance of Thinking Bible Doctrine.


1.  From our thinking comes our motivation.  From our motivation comes our decisions.  From our decisions comes our lifestyle.  


2.  What we think depends upon our attitude toward Bible doctrine.

3.  Eph 4:23, “Become refreshed [reinvigorated] through the agency of the Spirit by means of your thinking.”  A thought can make or break you.


4.  2 Cor 10:4‑5, “The weapons with which we fight are not the weapons of the world; on the contrary, they [divine viewpoint] have divine power to demolish fortresses.  We demolish speculations and every pretension [lofty thing] that sets itself up against the knowledge of God, even when we bring every thought into captivity to make it obedient to Christ.”

5.  Ps 56:5-6, “All day long they distort my words [doctrine, divine viewpoint]; All their thoughts are against me for evil.  They attack, they lurk, They watch my steps, As they have waited {to take} my life.”

6.  Prov 12:5, “The thoughts of the righteous are just, But the counseling of the wicked is deceitful.”
D.  Rapport in the royal family is based on divine viewpoint in thought and the honor code in practice.


1.  Rapport in the royal family is not based on having a pleasing personality.


2.  The honor code means live and let live, giving each believer his privacy, and avoiding evil thoughts toward another believer.


3.  Phil 2:2, “bring to completion my happiness, namely, that you might be thinking the same thing, having that same virtue-love, united in the soul, thinking one and the same thing.”


a.  Happiness is a series of thoughts, not function or emotions.  Perfect happiness is a thought, not an emotion.  Emotion comes from thought, but thought is never derived from emotion.



b.  We can’t love all believers with a personal love, so this refers to our unconditional love toward all, our relaxed mental attitude toward all as part of the royal family honor code.

E.  Giving is a mental attitude, 2 Cor 9:7‑8.

F.  A confident mental attitude is the divine viewpoint from the perception of Bible doctrine, 2 Cor 5:1, 6‑8.

G.  Mental attitude receives its greatest test in evidence testing, Phil 3:15.

H.  Inner beauty is a mental attitude, 1 Tim 2:9‑10, 15b.

3.  “after I know your situation.”

a.  Paul would not have rest in his soul until he was certain everything was going well in Philippi.  He had to know the situation and circumstances of the Philippian church before he could relax in his own soul.  This is no different than the company commander on the battlefield, who cannot rest himself until he is certain his men are taken care of and in a secure position to defend against the enemy.

b.  Paul needed to know the Philippians were in a secure position before he could continue their spiritual advance, which he would do with the writing of the books of Ephesians and Colossians.
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