Philippians 2:17



- is the conjunction ALLA, used to mark a transition to a new thought rather than convey a sharp contrast with the preceding statement.  It is translated “Now.”  Then we have the first class conditional particle EI, meaning “if it is true, and let’s assume it is true for the sake of argument.”  With this we have the ascensive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “even.”  Together EI and KAI mean “even if, even though, although Lk 11:8; 18:4; 1 Cor 7:21; 2 Cor 4:16; 7:8; 12:11; Phil 2:17; Col 2:5; Heb 6:9.”
  Then we have the first person singular present passive indicative from the verb SPENDW, which means “to offer a libation/drink-offering, in our literature it is used only in the passive voice and only figuratively of the apostle who is about to be offered up, to shed his blood as a sacrifice 2 Tim 4:6.”


The present tense is an aoristic present, which presents the action as a present fact without reference to its beginning, end, progress, or result.

The passive voice indicates that Paul receives the action of being poured out as an offering.


The indicative mood is a declarative indicative, stating the reality of this assumption for the sake of argument.
“Now even if I am poured out as a drink offering”
- is the preposition EPI plus the locative of place from the feminine singular article and noun THUSIA, meaning “on the sacrifice” or “on the offering.”  With this we have the connective conjunction KAI, meaning “and” followed by the locative feminine singular from the noun LEITOURGIA, which means “public service.”  Then we have the genitive of product (“The genitive substantive is the product of the noun to which it stands related [here ‘sacrifice and public service’].  This category is similar to an objective genitive, but whereas with the objective genitive the head noun is to be converted into a verb, the head noun in this construction remains a noun.  The verbal idea is implied from the word of.  This usage of the genitive is not common.  For the word of supply the words which produces.”
) plus from the feminine singular article and noun PISTIS (used in its passive sense, meaning “what is believed” or “doctrine”) and the possessive genitive from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “your.”  The phrase is translated “which produces your doctrine.”
“on the sacrifice and public service which produces your doctrine [and I am],”
- is the first person singular present active indicative from the verb CHAIRW, which means “to rejoice, to be happy.”

The present tense is a descriptive present for what is now going on.


The active voice indicates that Paul produces the action of being happy because he has to study and teach doctrine to produce the spiritual growth of the Philippians.


The indicative mood is declarative for the reality of Paul’s state of mind.

This is followed by the connective conjunction KAI, meaning “and” followed by the first person singular present active indicative from the verb SUGCHAIRW, which means “to express pleasure over another’s good fortune, congratulate Lk 1:58 and Phil 2:17f could perhaps be classed here as well.”


The present tense is a descriptive present for what is now going on.


The active voice indicates that Paul produces the action of being happy and congratulating the Philippians on their spiritual advance.


The indicative mood is declarative for the reality of Paul’s state of mind.

Finally, we have the dative of direct object from the masculine plural adjective PAS and the personal pronoun SU, meaning “all you”, but in English we say “you all.”
“I keep on being happy and congratulate you all.”
Phil 2:17 corrected translation
“Now even if I am poured out as a drink offering on the sacrifice and public service which produces your doctrine [and I am], I keep on being happy and congratulate you all.”
Explanation:
1.  “Now even if I am poured out as a drink offering”

a.  Paul makes a slight transition to a different subject but still relates this statement back to his pride and happiness in the Philippians because of their spiritual advance.

b.  Paul sets up a premise that both he and the Philippians can agree is true for the sake of argument, in order to make the point he wants to make.  Paul uses the figurative language of a metaphor or word picture to describe his own life.  His life as a communicator of the word of God is like a cup of wine, which is poured out on a sacrificial altar to God.


c.  This image is taken from the drink offering of Num 28:7, “Then the drink offering with it shall be a fourth of a hin for each lamb, in the holy place you shall pour out a drink offering of strong drink to the Lord.”

d.  The drink offering was a libation, which is a sacrificial offering of a liquid to a “god” for the purpose of propitiating or satisfying the “god” in some manner.  Paul’s analogy is that his spiritual life of studying and teaching the word of God is a drink offering, being poured out as a sacrificial gift to the Philippians.


e.  Both Paul and the Philippians understood and agreed that Paul’s unusual life as a communicator of God’s word was a sacrifice for their benefit.  Everything he did was being done for them.  The life of a pastor is a sacrificial life.  Everything he does centers around studying and teaching the word of God.  And studying and teaching the word of God is done for the benefit of his congregation.


f.  This same concept is mentioned by Paul in 2 Cor 12:15a, “However I will gladly spend and be completely spent on behalf of your souls.”


(1)  Instead of being a burden to them, Paul will happily spend all his energy on them.




(a)   The literal interpretation is that he would be happy to give them all of his own money if that is what it takes to make them understand the importance of doctrine.




(b)  The figurative use of the verb (which is how Paul uses the verb here) is that he would happily do anything for them—whatever it takes to make them see the importance of their relationship with God, the importance of the word of God, and the importance of respect for divine authority.



(2)  Not only that but he is more than willing to completely give of himself to the point of exhaustion to gain their respect for God and obedience to the word of God.



(3)  The fact that he mentions their souls indicates that he is thinking in terms of the figurative use of these verbs rather than the literal use.



(4)  The important issue here is their souls and not the money.  Paul knew he could not buy their love for God, just as a man cannot buy the love of a woman.  But he was willing to spend all that he had soulishly to win their souls to love for God.



(5)  The real issue was the importance of doctrine, respect for God, love for God, and the spiritual growth of the Corinthians, just as it is for the Philippians.

g.  The analogy to being poured out in this verse is not the same as the analogy meant by Paul in 2 Tim 4:6, “For I am already being poured out as a drink offering, and the time of my departure has come,” which refers to his impending physical death.
2.  “on the sacrifice and public service which produces your doctrine [and I am],”

a.  Paul continues by describing the contents of the drink offering that is being poured out.  The libation consists of two things:


(1)  Paul’s sacrifice of personal study of the Scriptures—his sacrifice.


(2)  His public service of teaching the word of God.


b.  The ministry or service of the pastor is twofold: studying and teaching Bible doctrine.  The pastor-teacher’s life is a life of studying the word of God for his own spiritual growth and teaching the word of God for the spiritual growth of others.


c.  The result is the production of Bible doctrine in the soul or stream of conscious thoughts of the positive believer, who is growing in grace and the knowledge of the Lord.


d.  Bible doctrine in our soul comes from the sacrifice and public service of a man with the spiritual gift of pastor-teacher.  We do not grow up spiritually on our own.  That is not God’s system.  God’s system demands the preparation, spiritual growth, and teaching of a man with the spiritual gift to teach us.  God’s system demands the privacy of the priesthood and fellowship with God.  And most of all God’s system demands the teaching ministry of God the Holy Spirit.  All these things must come together and synchronize with our positive volition to produce spiritual growth.  Therefore, we do not grow up spiritually in a vacuum or in isolation.


e.  The pastor must sacrifice a normal life in order to study the word of God.  Hours can be spent on getting one word right in a translation.  Days can be spent on getting one verse right.  This is necessary because the pastor is dealing with the infallible word of God, which must not be taught incorrectly just because of the laziness of the pastor.

f.  The pastor must have a public service.  He cannot teach in the privacy of his study.  He has to have a congregation or audience to whom to speak, in order to see if his congregation understands what he is teaching.


g.  The private study and public service of the pastor combine to provide the availability of Bible doctrine for any believer who desires to grow in grace and in the knowledge of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.
3.  “I keep on being happy and congratulate you all.”

a.  Finally, Paul comes to his conclusion.  He is completely happy because of the spiritual growth of the Philippians and he congratulates them on that spiritual advance.  Nothing makes the communicator of God’s word happier than the spiritual growth of his congregation.  This is because it makes his job so enjoyable at the evaluation throne of Christ, when he has to give an accounting concerning those in his congregation.  (Were you there for Bible class and were you paying attention.  Beyond that he cannot say whether or not you were positive or negative.  That is the Lord’s evaluation.)


b.  Paul congratulates them because they have “continued to fix their attention on and hold firmly to the Word of Life.”  The phrase “the Word of Life” is used for both the written word of God and for the living Word of God—our Lord Jesus Christ.

c.  Our happiness is based upon our attitude toward the Word of Life.  This has never changed throughout human history and is truer for the royal family of God than any other group of believers in history.  Our attitude toward the word of Life (the Scriptures) determines/indicates/demonstrates your attitude toward the Word of Life (the Lord Jesus Christ).

d.  Paul makes a special point of adding the adjective PAS, meaning “all” to the plural personal pronoun.  The personal pronoun “you” in the plural by itself would indicate most, if not all the members of the Philippian church.  Notice that Paul did not congratulate a few of the Philippians, or even some of them, but each and every one of them.  There was not a single member of that congregation that was not advancing to maturity.  This was truly one of the great congregations of the Church Age.


e.  Therefore, if you are continuing to fix our attention on the Word of Life and holding firmly to the Word of Life, congratulations.  There is a pastor who will take great pride in you at the evaluation throne of Christ.
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