Philippians 2:15



- is the inferential conjunction HINA, which is used to introduce a purpose clause and is translated “in order that.”  Then we have the second person plural aorist deponent middle subjunctive from the verb GINOMAI, which means “to become.”

The aorist tense is an ingressive aorist, which emphasizes the beginning or entrance into a permanent state or condition.

The deponent middle is middle in form but active in meaning—every Church Age believer being expected to produce the action of entering into this state or condition.


The subjunctive mood is used with HINA to indicate God’s purpose in this action taking place.

Then we have the predicate nominative from the masculine plural adjective AMEMPTOS and AKERAIOS, connective by the conjunction KAI, meaning “and.”

The word AMEMPTOS means “blameless, faultless Heb 8:7, if the first covenant had been faultless; 1 Thes 3:13, blameless in holiness; Phil 3:6.”


The word AKERAIOS means “literally ‘unmixed’; but in our literature is used only figuratively meaning: pure, innocent as in Mt 10:16, ‘wise as serpents but innocent as doves’; and Rom 16:19, ‘innocent as far as evil is concerned’.”

“in order that you might become blameless and innocent,”
- is the appositional nominative from the neuter plural noun TEKNON, meaning “children” as in:


Jn 1:12, “But as many as received Him, to them He gave the right to become children of God, even to those who believe in His name.”

Rom 8:16f, “The Spirit Himself testifies together with our human spirit that we are children of God.” 


Rom 8:21, “Because the creation itself also shall be set free from the slavery to corruption and decay for the purpose of the freedom of the glory of the children of God.”

Eph 5:1, “Therefore, become imitators of your God, as beloved children.”
With this we have the possessive genitive from the masculine singular noun THEOS, meaning “of God” in the sense of “belonging to God.”  Then we have the appositional nominative from the neuter plural adjective AMWMOS, which modifies the noun TEKNON, and means “without blemish, blameless, faultless, or irreproachable” as in:


Eph 1:4, “since He Himself [F] has elected us in Him [Christ] before the foundation of the world that we should be holy [experiential sanctification] and blameless before Him [ultimate sanctification];”

Eph 5:27, “that He might cause her to be presented to Himself as a glorious Church [ultimate sanctification], having no stain [sin], or wrinkle [human good], or any such categories as these [evil]; but that she should be holy and unblemished.”

Col 1:22, “Yet now, He has reconciled (you) in His human body through His [spiritual] death, in order to present you before Him [God the Father] holy both blameless [no personal sin] and irreproachable [no old sin nature and Adam’s original sin].”

This is followed by the preposition MESOS, which “pertains to a middle position spatially or temporally, middle, in the middle.’  The neuter serves as an adverb and is used as a preposition with the genitive, meaning: ‘in the middle of the lake’ Mt 14:24; in the midst of a crooked generation Phil 2:15.”
  With this we have the adverbial genitive of place from the feminine singular noun GENEA, meaning “generation” plus the adjective SKOLIOS, meaning “to be morally bent or twisted, crooked, unscrupulous, dishonest, as in:


Acts 2:40, “And with many other words he solemnly testified and kept on exhorting them, saying, ‘Be saved from this perverse generation.’”

1 Pet 2:18, “You workers, obey your owners with all respect, not only the good and gracious ones, but also the harsh (crooked, unscrupulous) ones.”

With this we have the connective conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the genitive feminine singular perfect passive participle (used as an adjective) from the verb DIASTREPHW, which means “to cause to depart from an accepted standard of oral or spiritual values, make crooked, perverted in the moral sense, depraved as in:


Mt 17:17 and Lk 9:41, “And Jesus answered and said, ‘You unbelieving and perverted generation, how long shall I be with you?  How long shall I put up with you?  Bring him here to Me.’”

Acts 20:30, “and from among your own selves men will arise, speaking perverse things, to draw away the disciples after them.”


The perfect tense is an intensive perfect, which conveys the idea of a present state resulting from a past action.  The present state is the perversion of the unbeliever and reversionistic believer from the previous action of rejecting the word of God.


The passive voice indicates that those who are enemies of God receive the action of being perverted by Satan, fallen angels, and others around them who reject God as they do.


The participle is used as a substantive and functions as an adjective modifying the noun “generation.”
“faultless sons of God in the middle of an unscrupulous and perverted generation,”
- is the preposition EN plus the locative of place from the masculine plural relative pronoun HOS, meaning “among whom” and referring to the unbelievers and reversionistic believers of the cosmic system.  Then we have the second person plural present middle indicative from the verb PHAINW, which means “of light and its sources shine, flash of stars, in imagery Phil 2:15.”


The present tense is a progressive and customary present for what is currently going on and what is reasonably expected of the believer by God.


The middle voice is an indirect middle or intensive middle, which lays emphasis and stress on the part played by the believer in being intimately involved in producing the action.


The indicative mood is a declarative indicative for a simple statement of fact and the reality of what the positive believer does with his or her spiritual life in the darkness of the cosmic system.
This is followed by the conjunction HWS, used as a comparative particle, meaning “as” with the predicate nominative masculine plural noun PHWSTĒR, meaning “light-giving body, especially of heavenly bodies, specifically stars.”
  Finally, we have the preposition EN plus the locative of place from the masculine singular noun KOSMOS, meaning “in the world” and referring to Satan’s cosmic system.
“among whom you keep shining as stars in the world,”
Phil 2:15 corrected translation
“in order that you might become blameless and innocent, faultless sons of God in the middle of an unscrupulous and perverted generation, among whom you keep shining as stars in the world,”
Explanation:
1.  “in order that you might become blameless and innocent,”

a.  The entire sentence thus far reads: “Keep on doing all things without complaints and arguments, in order that you might become blameless and innocent, faultless sons of God in the middle of an unscrupulous and perverted generation, among whom you keep shining as stars in the world,…”

b.  Paul continues by giving us the purpose and reason for doing all things without complaint and argumentation.  We are to do everything without complaint, so that we might become blameless in our spiritual lives.  By not complaining, we will become innocent of wrongdoing.


c.  At the point of salvation, God makes us blameless positionally by forgiving us our personal sins and entering us into union with Christ.  However, becoming blameless in our verse refers to what happens experientially during our spiritual life between salvation and death (or the resurrection of the Church).

d.  We are responsible for not getting involved in perpetual carnality, degeneracy, and reversionism as believers.



(1)  Perpetual carnality is getting involved in one or more categories of sinning and failing to recover from that state of sinfulness by the use of the recovery procedure of acknowledging our sins to God, 1 Jn 1:9.



(2)  Christian degeneracy is involvement in Satan’s cosmic system in the production of sin, human good, and evil in either of two antithetical areas: moral degeneracy and immoral degeneracy.



(3)  Reversionism is reverting back to the standards and values we had before we believed in Christ and learned anything of the word of God.  This is the status of hatred and antagonism toward God.


e.  God expects us to grow in grace and the knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, use the recovery procedure when necessary, and keep advancing to the upward call of the high station in Christ Jesus.  When we fail to do these things, then we are not blameless in our spiritual life.


f.  The blamelessness God expects of us is also mentioned by Paul in 1 Thes 3:12-13 and is related to our evaluation at the Evaluation Throne of Christ, “Moreover, may the Lord cause you to begin to increase and to abound in the sphere of virtue-love toward one another and toward everyone just as also we [increase and abound in the sphere of virtue-love] toward you, resulting in strengthening your hearts blameless in holiness before God, even our Father, in the presence of our Lord Jesus with all His saints.”

g.  God expects us to be innocent (or pure) as far as evil is concerned, Rom 16:19.



(1)  God wants us to not be involved in the cosmic system of Satan in any way, shape, or form.  This means that we remain filled with the Spirit and in fellowship with God.  This means no involvement with the human good of trying to improve the world through political action, “causes,” or any form of activism.  This means no involvement with evil of any kind.  Evil is everything that Satan is doing through mankind to make himself like God and to create heaven on earth before the millennial reign of Christ.



(2)  The purity expected of the believer is explained in other New Testament verses:




(a)  2 Cor 11:2, “For I am deeply concerned about you with the passionate concern of God, because I betrothed you to one husband, in order that I might present you to Christ a pure virgin.”  The responsibility of the pastor is to teach the word of God, so that his congregation might be presented to Christ at the evaluation throne of Christ in a state of spiritual purity, meaning no compromise with sin, human good, or evil.  We prevent compromise with sin by consistent use of the recovery procedure of the spiritual life of naming our sins to God.




(b)  Phil 4:8, “Finally, brethren, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is right, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is of good repute, if there is any excellence and if anything worthy of praise, dwell on these things.”  We are commanded to think about “whatever is pure.”  The word of God is the pure thinking of God.




(c)  Tit 1:15, “All things [are] pure to the pure.  But to those who are defiled and unbelievers, nothing [is] pure.  But both their thinking and conscience have been soiled with excrement.”



(d)  Tit 2:3-5, “In the same way, the older female believer must be worthy of reverence in behavior, not a slander of others, nor enslaved to much wine, teaching what is good, in order that they might bring the younger women to their senses to be husband-loving, children-loving, prudent [making good decisions], pure [filled with the Spirit], a home-maker [not lazy], good [executing the plan of God], continuing to be subordinate to their own husbands, in order that the word of God may not be reviled.”



(e)  Jam 1:27, “Pure and undefiled religion in the sight of our God and Father is this: to visit orphans and widows in their distress, and to keep oneself unstained by the world.”



(f)  Jam 3:17, “But the wisdom from above is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, reasonable, full of mercy and good fruits, unwavering, without hypocrisy.”



(g)  1 Jn 3:3, “And everyone who has this confidence fixed on Him purifies himself, just as He is pure.”


(3)  Satan has a system of thinking, just as God has a system of thinking.  Satan’s system of thinking is called “evil.”  God’s system of thinking is Bible doctrine (the word of God).  The two systems are mutually exclusive.  If we are involved in Satan’s system of thinking, called “evil”, then we are not blameless before God.


(4)  God’s demand is that we have the purity of thinking of the wisdom from above rather than the impurity of thinking from Satan’s system of evil.  If we have God’s thinking, we are blameless and innocent or pure.  If we have Satan’s system of cosmic or worldly thinking, then we have no one to blame but ourselves, and God holds us responsible for what we believe, think, say, and do.
2.  “faultless sons of God in the middle of an unscrupulous and perverted generation,”

a.  Paul continues with a further explanation, just to ensure that there is no misunderstanding.  God expects us to be without blemish, faultless, or irreproachable while we are living right in the middle of an unscrupulous and perverted generation.  The same concept is taught by Paul in:



(1)  Eph 1:4, “since He Himself [F] has elected us in Him [Christ] before the foundation of the world that we should be holy [experiential sanctification] and blameless before Him [ultimate sanctification];”


(2)  Eph 5:27, “that He might cause her to be presented to Himself as a glorious Church [ultimate sanctification], having no stain [sin], or wrinkle [human good], or any such categories as these [evil]; but that she should be holy and unblemished.”


(3)  Col 1:22, “Yet now, He has reconciled (you) in His human body through His [spiritual] death, in order to present you before Him [God the Father] holy both blameless [no personal sin] and irreproachable [no old sin nature and Adam’s original sin].”

b.  Every generation of the Church Age is an unscrupulous and perverted generation.  Why?  Because the old sin nature is alive and well and fully functional in Satan’s cosmic system in every generation.

c.  People without integrity, virtue, and honor are unscrupulous.  This means that they will do anything to achieve their goals and get what they want.  People without integrity, virtue, and honor are perverted.  This means that they will do anything to satisfy their hedonistic pleasures.


d.  There are only two ways to produce virtue, honor, and integrity in mankind:



(1)  Through observance of the laws of divine establishment by the unbeliever.



(2)  Through the spiritual growth of believers.


e.  Therefore, we must grow in grace and the knowledge of our Lord and Savior, use the recovery procedure, and keep moving in order to be faultless and irreproachable in this life.

f.  Every generation of human history is an unscrupulous and perverse generation.  This was true in the time of Moses and in the first generation of the Church Age.  The unscrupulousness and perversion of the world has not changed throughout human history.  Every generation of believers must live among perverse and crooked unbelievers.



(1)  Dt 32:5, “They [mankind] have acted corruptly toward Him, they are not His children, because of their defect [spiritual death]; But are a perverse and crooked generation.”


(2)  Acts 2:40, “And with many other words he solemnly testified and kept on exhorting them, saying, ‘Be saved from this perverse generation.’”

g. Unscrupulousness means: dishonesty, corruptness, crookedness, immorality, ruthlessness, and deceit.  We are to live among these things without complaints and arguments.


h.  We don’t need to complain about the dishonesty, corruptness and deceit of others.  Rather we are expected to use the spiritual problem-solving devices and depend upon the justice of God.  Our faith in God in the face of the crookedness of the world is a tremendous testimony against Satan and the fallen angels.
3.  among whom you keep shining as stars in the world,

a.  This is addressed to the mature believer, not to the believer in perpetual carnality, degeneracy, or reversionism.  Only the mature believer shines as a star in the cosmic system.

b.  Who sees the mature believer’s shining in the world, since he is an invisible hero?  The elect and fallen angels are straining their necks to watch every detail of the invisible hero’s life.

c.  Notice that God doesn’t take us out of the crooked and perverse generation in which we live, but expects us to live our spiritual life in the midst of that unscrupulous and perverted generation.  This is why monasticism was wrong; it was a violation of this verse.

d.  God wants us to live among the evil people of the cosmic system and put up with the unfairness of the cosmic system, so that our virtue, honor, and integrity will stand out in stark contrast to the unscrupulousness of the world.

e.  Our Lord taught this same principle and command in Mt 5:14-16, “You are the light of the world.  A city set on a hill cannot be hidden; nor does anyone light a lamp and put it under a basket, but on the lampstand, and it gives light to all who are in the house.  Let your light shine before men in such a way that they may see your good works, and glorify your Father who is in heaven.”


(1)  “Light” is analogous to Bible doctrine or the word of God in our soul.  Jesus Christ is “the Light” of the world:




(a)  Jn 1:5-9, “In Him was life, and the life was the Light of men.  The Light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not comprehend it.  There came a man sent from God, whose name was John.  He came as a witness, to testify about the Light, so that all might believe through him.  He was not the Light, but he came to testify about the Light.  There was the true Light which, coming into the world, enlightens every man.”



(b)  Jn 8:12, “Then Jesus again spoke to them, saying, ‘I am the Light of the world; he who follows Me will not walk in the darkness, but will have the Light of life.’”



(c)  Jn 12:35, “So Jesus said to them, ‘For a little while longer the Light is among you.  Walk while you have the Light, so that darkness will not overtake you; he who walks in the darkness does not know where he goes.’”



(d)  Jn 12:46, “I have come as Light into the world, so that everyone who believes in Me will not remain in darkness.”


(2)  So just as our Lord is the Light of the world (Jn 8:12), so also believers in Christ are also the light of the world (Mt 5:14).



(3)  Believers positive to Bible doctrine are the only ones providing light for the correct path in the darkness of the cosmic system.



(a)  This was the specific mission given by our Lord to the apostle Paul, Acts 26:16-18, “But get up and stand on your feet; for this purpose I have appeared to you, to appoint you a minister and a witness not only to the things which you have seen, but also to the things in which I will appear to you; rescuing you from the Jewish people and from the Gentiles, to whom I am sending you, to open their eyes so that they may turn from darkness to light and from the dominion of Satan to God, that they may receive forgiveness of sins and an inheritance among those who have been sanctified by faith in Me.”



(b)  This is also the mission of all Church Age believers and specifically the mission of the pastor-teacher, Eph 5:8-18, “For you were once in the status of darkness [spiritual death], but now you are light in the Lord.  Begin walking as children of light.  For the production of the light is in all intrinsic goodness [the function of the royal family honor code and impersonal love, Christian integrity and virtue] and righteousness and absolute truth, constantly finding out what is pleasing to the Lord.  Also you [members of the congregation] stop participating in the useless deeds of darkness, but instead even you [pastors] expose [and expound] it [Christian degeneracy and its result].  For it is a disgrace to even speak about those things which are done by them in secret.  But all things are made known when they are corrected by the light [Bible doctrine]; for everything that is being taught [Bible doctrine] is light.  Therefore, it [Scripture] says, ‘Wake up, You sleeper [cosmic believer]; Stand up out from the acts of death [temporal death], and Christ will shine on you.’  Therefore, understand how accurately you must walk, not as fools [cosmic believers], but as wise [believers].  Keep on purchasing the time, because the days are evil.  Therefore, stop becoming fools [unwise], but keep on understanding what is the will [plan, purpose] of the Lord.  Furthermore, stop becoming intoxicated with wine, by which is dissipation, but be filled with [influenced by means of] the Spirit.”


(4)  Negative believers are not the light of the world, but continue to walk in the darkness of the cosmic system.



(a)  1 Jn 1:5-6, “And this is the message which we have heard from Him and have communicated it to you, that God is light and in Him darkness does not exist.  If we contend that we have fellowship with Him and keep on walking in darkness [cosmic system] we keep lying and do not live [practice] the Truth.”



(b)  1 Jn 2:8-11, “On the other hand, I have written a new mandate to you, which is true doctrine in Him and in you [the royal family living the spiritual life], because the darkness [cosmic system] is passing away, and the true light [Bible doctrine] is already shining [in your soul].  When anyone contends that he is in the light [spiritual life], and hates his fellow believer, he is in darkness [cosmic system] until now.  He who loves his fellow believer resides in the light [spiritual life] and there is no cause for ruin in it.  But when anyone hates his fellow believer, he is in darkness [cosmic system] and he walks in darkness [residence and function in cosmic system], and he does not know where he is going because the darkness has blinded his eyes.”
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