Philippians 2:14



- is the accusative direct object from the neuter plural adjective PAS, used as a substantive and meaning “all things” or “everything.”  It is a reference to the execution of the spiritual life of the Church Age, the plan and will of God for our lives, just mentioned in the previous verse.  With this we have the second person plural present active imperative from the verb POIEW, which means “to do.”

The present tense is a progressive and customary present for what is reasonably expected to occur throughout the period of our spiritual life on earth.

The active voice indicates that all Church Age believers are expected to produce the action.


The imperative mood is a command.  The continuous command is: “Keep on doing.”
“Keep on doing all things”
- is the preposition CHWRIS plus the ablative of separation (meaning “apart from” or “without”) from the masculine plural nouns GOGGUSMOS and DIALOGISMOS, which are connected by the conjunction KAI, meaning “and.”

The noun GOGGUSMOS refers to “utterance made in a low tone of voice (the context indicates whether the utterance is one of discontent or satisfaction), behind-the-scenes talk.  Negative aspect: complaint, displeasure, expressed in murmuring: ‘complaints arose from someone against someone’ Acts 6:1; without complaining Phil 2:14; cf. 1 Pet 4:9, “Be hospitable to one another without complaint.”  In reference to both discontent and satisfaction: secret talk, whispering: ‘there was much secret discussion about him’ Jn 7:12.”



The verb GOGGUZW means to “grumble, murmur; speak secretly, whisper.”


The adjective GOGGUSOS means “complaining, grumbling.”


The GOGGUSTĒS means “a complainer.”

The noun DIALOGISMOS means “a verbal exchange that takes place when conflicting ideas are expressed, dispute, argument as in:


Lk 9:46, ‘an argument arose’


1 Tim 2:8, “Therefore I want the men in every place to pray, lifting up holy hands, without wrath and dissension.”

“without complaints and arguments,”
Phil 2:14 corrected translation
“Keep on doing all things without complaints and arguments,”
Explanation:
1.  “Keep on doing all things”

a.  Paul continues with another command regarding how we execute the spiritual life.

b.  This command is directed to all believers, both male and female, both husbands and wives.  Therefore, don’t attempt to use this verse against your spouse or others in order to get your way or get them to agree with you all the time.  That is an abuse of the purpose of the command.

c.  The phrase “all things” refers to the spiritual life of the Church Age believer.  Everything we do in life is a part of our spiritual life.  Everything we do must be done in the power of the Holy Spirit (our previous verse).


d.  God expects us to constantly and continually keep on doing everything we do in the spiritual life without complaining and without arguing with each other.  This can only be done in the power of the filling of the Holy Spirit.  This is impossible to execute from human self-motivation.


e.  The natural tendency of the sin nature is to complain about the one in authority telling us what to do and how to do it.  The natural tendency of the sin nature is to argue with others with whom we disagree.  Therefore, apart from the enabling power of the Spirit, this command can never be obeyed.


f.  Notice that Paul leaves no room for discussion here.  He gives a command and expects it to be obeyed.  He doesn’t say that we are not to complain some of the time, but we are not to complain all the time, even when we know that whatever is expected by leadership is blatantly wrong.

2.  “without complaints and arguments,”

a.  We have not been left here to complain.


(1)  Complaining is a function of arrogance.



(2)  Complaining is the verbal expression of dissatisfaction with:




(a)  the one in authority.




(b)  the will of the one in authority.




(c)  Satan’s degenerate system of doing things on earth, which we of all people will never change, and will certainly not change by complaining.  Guess what?  Satan is not listening to your or my complaints about his world or the way in which he is running his kingdom.



(3)  Some people will complain about anything and everything.  They have no right to do so.



(4)  Notice that this verse gives us no right to complain, even when we are right and others are wrong.



(5)  What’s wrong with complaining when something is definitely and obviously wrong and an abuse of authority and power?  Complaining does not solve the problem.



(a)  If the person in authority is abusive, and we complain, and they don’t care, we are in a worse situation than before.  They will just turn up the abuse.




(b)  If the person in authority is abusive, and we complain, and they do care and change what they do, their sin nature will still resent us for pointing out their flaw and failure and will eventually seek revenge.




(c)  So no matter what we do, complaining will only make matters worse.



(6)  Well, then, what should we do?  Put the matter in the Lord’s hands.  Let the supreme court of heaven deal with abusive authority.



(7)  God expects us to deal with the circumstances of life with virtue, honor, integrity, and respect for authority.



(8)  We should be using our unconditional love toward others to solve the problem, not our verbal complaining.



(9)  Related Scripture:




(a)  Complaining is motivated by the mental attitude sin of bitterness, Job 7:11, “Therefore I will not restrain my mouth; I will speak in the anguish of my spirit, I will complain in the bitterness of my soul.  Job 10:1, “I loathe my own life; I will give full vent to my complaint; I will speak in the bitterness of my soul.”



(b)  Complaining is rebellion against God, Job 23:2, “Even today my complaint is rebellion; His hand is heavy despite my groaning.”



(c)  The believer has no right to ever complain about anything God does, Job 33:13, “Why do you complain against Him that He does not give an account of all His doings?”



(d)  Complaining distracts us from the spiritual life, Ps 55:2, “Give heed to me and answer me; I am restless in my complaint and am surely distracted.”



(e)  None of us have a right to complain about anything since we all have a sin nature, Lam 3:39, “Why should any living mortal, or any man, offer complaint in view of his sins?”



(f)  Complaining began at the start of the Church and members of the Church have been complaining about each other ever since, Acts 6:1, “Now at this time while the disciples were increasing in number, a complaint arose on the part of the Hellenistic Jews against the native Hebrews, because their widows were being overlooked in the daily serving of food.”



(g)  God’s solution to complaints is forgiveness of others, Col 3:13, “bearing with one another, and forgiving each other, whoever has a complaint against anyone; just as the Lord forgave you, so also should you.”



(h)  A parallel command is found in Jam 5:9, “Do not complain, brethren, against one another, so that you yourselves may not be judged; behold, the Judge is standing right at the door.”

b.  We have not been left here to argue.


(1)  People argue because they disagree with each other.



(2)  God did not leave us here to make everyone else agree with us and to make us agree with everyone else.



(3)  We have every right to our own opinions, but we do not have the right to voice those opinions to others.



(4)  We might argue that point and say, “I have the right of free speech and have the right to verbally disagree with others when they are wrong.”  That is human viewpoint from human standards, but is not the perfect divine standard of the will of God.



(5)  The will of God and perfect standard of God is that we do not have the right to argue.  We have the right to obey and execute the will of God.  We do not have the right to argue with God or with anyone else in a legitimate position of authority over us.



(6)  Does this mean we do not have the right to express our opinion?  No, not at all, but it should be expressed only when solicited by others.  If someone else does not ask for our opinion, then we are not obligated to give it.  If they do ask, by all means give them the divine viewpoint answer.  Of course, that means learning enough Bible doctrine so that we know God’s divine viewpoint.



(7)  So how do we tell someone in authority they are wrong?  We don’t.  But we can help them see their own mistakes and perhaps motivate them to think about what they are doing and change their own mind and their own decisions to do the right thing.



(a)  For example, a wife never changes a man by complaining or arguing with him.  He just gets angry, stubborn, and resentful of her.




(b)  However, she can pick the right moment to ask him certain questions that will get him thinking.  That’s all you have to do is get him thinking.  Once he starts thinking, if he has virtue, honor, and integrity, he will solve the problem himself from the doctrine in his own soul without her having to say anything else.



(c)  The same is true with people in authority.  We simply have to ask the right kind of non-threatening questions to get them to start thinking, which generally leads to them doing what is right for all.  Our Lord always interacted with His enemies by asking them questions.


(8)  Arguing solves nothing in life.  In the history of the human race no one has yet been persuaded to change their mind by arguing with them.  They may change their mind out of guilt, embarrassment, or some other emotional factor, but they never change their opinion because of argumentation.


(9)  Have you ever noticed that God doesn’t argue with us?  Why?  Because it does no good.  People try to argue with God all the time because of the arrogance of their soul.  Arguing is motivated by arrogance, pre-occupation with self, selfishness, etc.



(10)  There is nothing wrong with letting others be wrong and keeping our mouth shut and our nose out of their business.  We always have the opportunity and the freedom to pray for them, which is a far more effective course of action than arguing.  This is Paul’s solution in 1 Tim 2:8, “Therefore I want the men in every place to pray, lifting up holy hands, without wrath and dissension.”


(11)  Related Scripture:



(a)  There are two types of arguing described in Scripture.  One type is sinful and the other is not.




(b)  Sinful arguing is mentioned in:





i.  Job 15:3, “Should he argue with useless talk, or with words which are not profitable?”




ii.  Mk 8:11, “The Pharisees came out and began to argue with Him, seeking from Him a sign from heaven, to test Him.





iii.  Mk 9:14, “When they came back to the disciples, they saw a large crowd around them, and some scribes arguing with them.





iv.  Lk 9:46, “An argument started among them as to which of them might be the greatest.”



(c)  Non-sinful arguing, which is better described as a “friendly discussion” or “exchange of ideas”, is mentioned in:




i.  Job 6:25, “How painful are honest words!  But what does your argument prove?”




ii.  Job 13:3, “But I would speak to the Almighty, and I desire to argue with God.”




iii.  Prov 25:9a, “Argue (Discuss) your case with your neighbor.”




iv.  Isa 43:26, “Put Me in remembrance, let us discuss our case together; state your cause, that you may be proved right.”  This is God doing the “arguing”, therefore, it cannot be a sinful type of arguing.




v.  Acts 9:29, “And he was talking and arguing (discussing) with the Hellenistic Jews but they were attempting to put him to death.”



(d)  There is also the persuasive arguments, discussions, and teaching of false teachers, Col 2:4, “I say this so that no one will delude you with persuasive speech (argument).”
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