Philippians 2:12



- is the conjunction HWSTE, which introduces a conclusion or inference from the preceding thought.  Here it introduces a conclusion and can be translated: “for this reason, Therefore, so followed by the imperative mood 1 Cor 15:58; 10:12; 11:33; 14:39; Phil 2:12; 4:1; 1 Thes 4:18; 1 Cor 3:21; 4:5.  The hortatory subjunctive can take the place of the imperative 1 Cor 5:8.”
  With this we have the vocative masculine plural from the verbal adjective AGAPĒTOS with the possessive genitive first person singular personal pronoun EGW “often in direct address meaning: my dear friends 3 Jn 2, 5, 11; Rom 12:19; 2 Cor 7:1; 12:19; Heb 6:9; 1 Pet 2:11; 4:12; 2 Pet 3:1, 8, 14, 17; 1 Jn 2:7; 3:2, 21; 4:1, 7, 11; Jude 3, 17, 20; 1 Cor 10:14; Phil 2:12; 1 Cor 15:58; Jam 1:16, 19; 2:5; Phil 4:1.”

“Therefore, my dear friends,”
- is the comparative use of the conjunction KATHWS, meaning “just as” with the temporal adverb PANTOTE, which means “at all times; always.”  Then we have the second person plural aorist active indicative from the verb HUPAKOUW, which means “to obey.”

The aorist tense is culminative aorist, which gathers into a single whole the entire action of obedience of the Philippian believers to the will of God, but regards it from the standpoint of its existing results.  It is translated by the English auxiliary verb “have.”

The active voice indicates that the Philippian believers have produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of historical fact.

“just as you have always obeyed,”
- is the negative MĒ, meaning “not” with the temporal use of the conjunction HWS “with the present or imperfect tense meaning: while, when, as long as.”
  Then we have the preposition EN plus the locative of time from the feminine singular article and noun PAROUSIA with the possessive genitive first person singular personal pronoun EGW, meaning “in my presence.”  This is followed by the adverb of measure MONOS, meaning “only.”  Then we have the strong adversative conjunction ALLA, meaning “but” with the temporal adverb NUN, meaning “now,” followed by the instrumental of measure (see Brooks and Winbery, p. 46) from the neuter singular adjective POLUS with the comparative adverb MALLON, meaning “much more, to a much greater degree Heb 12:9, 25 (by means of a negative it acquires the meaning much less); 2 Cor 8:22b; in the dative of degree of difference [the instrumental of measure] Mt 6:30; Mk 10:48b; Lk 18:39; Rom 5:9, 15b, 17; 1 Cor 12:22; 2 Cor 3:9, 11; Phil 2:12.”
  Then we have the preposition EN plus the locative of time from the feminine singular article and noun APOUSIA with the possessive genitive first person singular personal pronoun EGW, meaning “in my absence.”
“not while in my presence only, but now much more in my absence,”
- is the preposition META plus the genitive of attendant circumstances (a substantive in the genitive with META may indicate the emotional reactions or phenomena which accompany the action of the verb “of moods, emotions, wishes, feelings, excitement, states of mind or body: with modesty 1 Tim 2:9; with shame Lk 14:9; Eph 6:7; with thanksgiving Phil 4:6; 1 Tim 4:3f; with happiness 1 Thes 1:6; Heb 10:34; 13:17; Phil 2:29; 2 Cor 7:15; Eph 6:5; Phil 2:12
) from the masculine singular noun PHOBOS, meaning “with reverence, respect” with the connective conjunction KAI, meaning, “and” plus the genitive of attendant circumstances from the masculine singular noun TROMOS, meaning, “trembling.”  This same phrase is used by Paul in Eph 6:5, 1 Cor 2:3, and 2 Cor 7:15, “In fact his affections are especially toward you, when remembering the obedience of all of you, how you received him with respect and trembling.”  Then we have the accusative direct object from the feminine singular article and noun SWTĒRIA with the possessive genitive from the second person masculine plural reflexive pronoun HEAUTOU, meaning “of yourselves” or “your own.”  The word SWTĒRIA means “deliverance, preservation, salvation.”  Here it refers to our preservation from danger from ‘the spirit forces of evil’ (Eph 6:12) in Satan’s cosmic system.  Finally, we have the second person plural present deponent middle/passive imperative from the verb KATERGAZOMAI, which means:


“(1)  to bring about a result by doing something, achieve, accomplish, do Rom 7:15, 17f, 20; 1 Cor 5:3; committing shameless acts Rom 1:27; do what is wrong 2:9; do what the gentiles like to do 1 Pet 4:3; after you have done or accomplished everything Eph 6:13; of anything except what Christ has accomplished through me Rom 15:18; the signs by which an apostle demonstrates his authority have been done among you 2 Cor 12:12.


(2) to cause a state or condition, bring about, produce, create Rom 4:15; 5:3; 2 Cor 7:10b-11; sin called forth every desire within me Rom 7:8; bring about something for someone Rom 7:13; 2 Cor 4:17; bring about thankfulness to God Rom 9:11; Work out something Phil 2:12.”


The present tense is a durative present and customary present for an action that God reasonably expects to continue to keep happening throughout our spiritual life.

The deponent middle/passive voice is middle/passive in form but active in meaning, each believer is responsible to keep on producing the action demanded by this imperative mood.


The imperative mood is a command.
“keep on accomplishing your own preservation with respect and trembling;”
Phil 2:12 corrected translation
“Therefore, my dear friends, just as you have always obeyed, not while in my presence only, but now much more in my absence, keep on accomplishing your own preservation with respect and trembling;”
Explanation:
1.  “Therefore, my dear friends, just as you have always obeyed,”

a.  Paul now comes to a conclusion based upon the fact that God the Father has exalted our Lord Jesus Christ and every member of the royal family will recognize Him as Lord after the exit-resurrection of the Church.

b.  Paul’s conclusion involves obedience to a command, which he is certain the Philippians will gladly obey.  But before giving this command to his old friends, he wants to make sure they know that he still considers them his dear friends.

c.  As in all good Greek thought, the most important idea is placed first, and the most important idea in this thought is obedience.  The one thing that characterized the Philippian church was obedience to orders from higher headquarters.


d.  The Philippians understood authority orientation, and so never had a problem accepting the authority of the word of God, or God’s apostle, who was commissioned to bring that message and His orders to them.  The Philippians were not hung up on the fact that Paul was in charge and they were not.  They had enough genuine humility to not get upset because someone was telling them what to do and how to do it.

e.  Arrogance cannot handle authority, even when the authority is legitimate, fair, reasonable, and doing what is best for the person over whom it has authority.  Arrogance dislikes and rebels against being told what to do.  But the Philippians never had this problem.


f.  Obedience to authority produces the following results:


(1)  The maintenance of genuine humility in the soul.



(2)  The establishment of tranquility and contentment in the soul.



(3)  A relaxed mental attitude.



(4)  The motivation to execute the will, plan, and purpose of another person.



(5)  Self-motivation to do what is right; therefore, integrity, honor, and virtue.


g.  All of these things were true in the case of the Philippians, which is why Paul always considered them his dear friends.

2.  “not while in my presence only, but now much more in my absence,”

a.  True obedience is not only what we do when the authority is hanging around and watching, but what we do when he or she is not there watching.

b.  This statement is a statement reflecting upon the integrity of the Philippians.  They did the right thing when Paul was with them, but they also did the right thing when Paul was not around.  In fact, they were even more diligent to do the right thing when Paul was not around to watch over them.  They understood the importance of authority orientation and obedience to the will of God at all times, under all conditions, regardless of the consequences.  This requires the use of the spiritual problem-solving devices on a continual daily basis.


c.  No one can obey the will of God without using God’s problem-solving devices: the power of the Holy Spirit, faith as a system of thinking, grace orientation, orientation to the word of God, a personal sense of destiny, personal love for God, virtuous unconditional love toward others, occupation with Christ, and happiness as a system of thinking.

d.  No believer can constantly obey the word of God without the constant filling of God the Holy Spirit.


e.  So Paul now orders the Philippians to keep on doing what they have been doing in the past.  He orders them to keep on executing the will and plan of God by obeying what they have learned from the word of God.

f.  They will only be able to execute this command by their continued positive volition to the word of God, the filling/influence of the Spirit, and the use of the other spiritual problem-solving devices.

3.  “keep on accomplishing your own preservation with respect and trembling;”

a.   Paul orders the Philippians to keep on doing what they have been doing.  They have been obeying the word of God in the past.  Now they are expected to keep on obeying the word of God in the future.  They have been learning the word of God from Paul in the past.  Now they are expected to keep on learning the word of God.  They have continued to be filled with God the Holy Spirit in the past.  Now they are expected to keep on being filled with the Spirit.  They have continued to learn and have used the spiritual problem-solving devices in the past.  Now they are expected to continue learning and applying the problem-solving devices of the plan of God to the circumstances of their life.


b.  All of these things result in accomplishing their own preservation in Satan’s cosmic system—his system of thinking—“do whatever you want.”


c.  Satan is the ruler of this world.  Believers are a contradiction to Satan’s plan for the human race.  Our warfare is not against blood and flesh but against the spirit forces of evil.  Therefore, we have a parallel passage that gives us the details of how we execute this command to accomplish our own preservation in Satan’s world.  Eph 6:10-17, “From now on, start becoming strong by means of the Lord and by the power of His omnipotence.  Put on the full armor from God so that you may always be able to hold your ground against the strategies of the devil, because our warfare is not against blood and flesh but against rulers [demon general officers], against authorities [demon officer corps], against world rulers of this darkness [demon ambassadors], against the spirit forces of evil in the heavenlies [rank and file demons].  Therefore, pick up and put on the full armor from God, that you may be able to stand your ground in the evil day, even after you have done everything to hold your ground.  Therefore, hold your ground, after you have buckled your combat gear around your waist with truth and after you have put on the breastplate of righteousness and after you have put on your combat boots with readiness [to communicate] the gospel, the peace [reconciliation], with all these things pick up and carry the shield of faith [faith-rest drill] by which you will be able to extinguish all the flaming missiles of the evil one; and grasp the helmet of salvation [deliverance] and draw the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God.”

d.  Finally, Paul describes the manner in which accomplishing our preservation is achieved in our thinking; it is achieved with respect and trembling.


(1)  The manner in which we execute this command is twofold: toward God and toward Satan.



(2)  We execute this command toward God by respect for the authority of God.



(3)  William E. Vine describes this as “Reverential fear of God, as a controlling motive of the life, in matters spiritual and moral, not a mere fear of His power and righteous retribution, but a wholesome dread of displeasing Him, a fear which banishes the terror that shrinks from His presence, (Rom 8:15, “For you have not received again an inner-life of slavery resulting in fear, but you have received the Spirit of adoption by agency of Whom [Holy Spirit] we keep shouting, ‘Abba, My Father.’”) and which influences the disposition and attitude of one whose circumstances are guided by trust in God, through the indwelling Spirit of God.”



(4)  We execute this command toward Satan by trembling.  This is explained by Paul’s statement in Eph 6:10-17 (which we have above).


(5)  Satan can do nothing to destroy both the soul and body of the believer in hell, because the believer in the Lord Jesus Christ has eternal life.  However, Satan does have the power to destroy the spiritual life of the believer on earth, unless the believer protects himself through obedience to the will and word of God.



(6)  Trembling, therefore, refers to our respect for the power and authority of Satan as our enemy.  One of the worst mistakes a soldier can make in combat is to underestimate the power and ability of one’s enemy.  When we underestimate the power and ability of Satan, he can destroy our spiritual life faster than we realize what is happening.  This is why we must be totally dependent upon the grace, power, and provision of God the Holy Spirit at all times and keep on learning and applying the word of God to our life.



(7)  When we keep on learning and applying doctrine through God’s problem-solving devices, we both respect the authority of God and defend ourselves against Satan’s strategy, 2 Cor 2:11, “in order that we might not be taken advantage of by Satan; for we are definitely not ignorant of his plots.”


(9)  It is necessary that we have a healthy respect for the power and strategy of Satan, but Heb 10:39 says, “But we are not of those who shrink back to destruction, but of those who have doctrine to the preserving of the soul.”  “For whatever is born from God overcomes the cosmic system; and this is the victory that has overcome the cosmic system—our faith,” 1 Jn 5:4.
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