Philippians 1:9



- is the emphatic use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “In fact, Indeed, Certainly.”  With this we have the accusative direct object from the neuter singular demonstrative pronoun HOUTOS, meaning “this” and referring to the prayer request Paul is about to offer on behalf of the Philippian believers.  Then we have the first person singular present deponent middle/passive indicative from the verb PROSEUCHOMAI, which means “to pray.”

The present tense is an iterative present for what occurs at successive intervals, whenever Paul prays for the Philippians.  This is also an aoristic present, which presents the action as a fact without reference to its beginning, end, progress, or result.


The deponent middle/passive voice is middle/passive in form, but active in meaning, Paul producing the action of praying.

The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

“In fact, I pray this”
- is the conjunction HINA, used as a “marker of objective, translated that.  Very often the final meaning is greatly weakened or disappears altogether.  In this case the construction serves as a substitute for an infinitive that supplements a verb, or an accusative with an infinitive.    can also take the place of the explanatory infinitive after a demonstrative.”
  This is followed by the nominative subject from the feminine singular article and noun AGAPĒ with the possessive genitive from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “your virtue-love.”  Then we have the adverb of degree ETI, which is used here “pertaining to continuance, meaning: yet, still, used in positive statements, to denote that a given situation is continuing still, yet; or should continue in the future.”
  With this we have “a comparative adverb MALLON, meaning “more” followed by the ascensive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “even” with another comparative adverb MALLON, meaning “to a greater or higher degree, more Phil 1:12; more and more Phil 1:9.”
  Thus ETI MALLON means “still more” and KAI MALLON means “even to a greater degree.”  This is followed by the third person singular present active subjunctive from the verb PERISSEUW, which in its intransitive use means “to be in abundance, abound, be present in abundance, be extremely rich or abundant, overflow 2 Cor 9:12; that something show itself to be supremely great, Rom 3:7; grow Phil 1:9; have an abundance, abound, be rich in something;  have more (divine approval) 1 Cor 8:8; be outstanding, be prominent, excel; used absolutely with MALLON added progress more and more 1 Thes 4:1, 10.”


The present tense is a durative present for an action that began in the past and is continuing right now, and which Paul expects to continue in the future to an even greater degree.


The active voice indicates that all Church Age believers are expected to produce this action.


The subjunctive mood is used in indefinite clauses where the action is expected to take place in the future.
“that your virtue-love may keep on abounding still more even to a greater degree”
- is the preposition EN plus the instrumental of means (and perhaps an instrumental of cause ‘because of full knowledge’ or the dative of rule [Wallace p. 158] ‘in accordance with full knowledge’) from the feminine singular noun EPIGNWSIS, meaning “by means of full knowledge, (real) knowledge Rom 10:2.”
  With this we have the connective use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the instrumental of means from the feminine singular adjective PAS and the noun AISTHĒSIS, which means “capacity to understand, discernment, insight.”
  It means “to have the capacity to perceive clearly and hence to understand the real nature of something—’to be able to perceive, to have the capacity to understand, understanding.’”
  The preposition governs both nouns, indicating there are two aspects to the accomplishment of this means.
“by means of full knowledge and all discernment,”
Phil 1:9 corrected translation
“In fact, I pray this that your virtue-love may keep on abounding still more even to a greater degree by means of full knowledge and all discernment,”
Explanation:
1.  “In fact, I pray this”

a.  Paul continues with his wish, hope, and prayer for the Philippian believers, which is the same wish, hope, and prayer that he had for his other Macedonian congregation in Thessalonica.

b.  Paul is actually giving us the content of his prayer for those in his congregations; that is, what he wants God to do for them.

c.  Paul wants his hearers to learn, understand, and accept the teaching of the word of God, so that they might increase in their reciprocal love for God and unconditional virtuous love for others.


d.  There is no greater prayer we can pray for another believer than that they might increase in their personal or reciprocal love for God.


e.  There is nothing that will bless another believer more than to love the Lord Jesus Christ more each day through their knowledge of the word of God.


f.  There is nothing greater God can give to us than a greater appreciation of who and what He is, so that we respond in love to that understanding.


g.  So Paul asks for the highest and best for the Philippians, and that highest and best is related to their love for God and each other through the Bible doctrine circulating in their stream of consciousness.

h.  Paul is absolutely confident that God will answer this prayer, but he also recognizes that this is a potential, dependent upon the positive volition of each believer in Philippi.

2.  “that your virtue-love may keep on abounding still more even to a greater degree”

a.  This is the actual content of Paul’s prayer.


b.  Virtue-love is composed of two parts:



(1)  Our personal-reciprocal love for God (all three members of the Trinity).


(2)  Our unconditional virtuous love for other human beings.


c.  Virtue-love is defined in 1 Cor 13:4-8a, 13, “Love is patient, love is kind, is not jealous; love does not brag, is not arrogant, does not act unbecomingly; it does not seek its own, is not provoked, does not take into account a wrong, does not rejoice in unrighteousness, but rejoices with the truth; bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things.  Love is never phased out.”  “…But now there remains in place faith, hope, and love, but the greatest of these is virtue-love.”  The faith-rest problem solving device and a personal sense of destiny as divine problem solving device are still in place in the Church Age, but even greater than these is the problem solving device of virtue-love.

d.  Virtue-love is a tandem of two problem solving devices based upon our honor, integrity, and virtue.  The two spiritual problem solving devices are personal love for God and unconditional love toward man.  Our virtue, honor, and integrity envelop and protect these two spiritual problem solving devices.


(1)  Our integrity is protected by our love for others.  Our love for others is protected by our integrity.  Virtue and love are mutually supporting protections of one another.


(2)  For the believer love is a system of virtue and values; that is, living our spiritual life based upon integrity, virtue, and honor.


(3)  Our virtue, honor, and integrity is the basis for true capacity for love.  There is no true love apart from these two spiritual problem solving devices.


(4)  It is the teaching of the word of God that is going to change our attitude and idea as to what love is.  Love is the advanced spiritual life; it is love that God has provided; and it is always provided in virtue.  It is not dependent on emotion.  Since love is not dependent on emotion, it is not dependent on lust or desire.  God’s plan is not emoting, but thinking.  Correct emotion is our emotional response to the love of God.  This thinking includes a system of virtue love that distinguishes the believer from all the rest of humanity.  The greatest Christian service is a system of thinking under virtue love.




(a)  Rapport with God must precede rapport with people.  The believer is designed to be made totally miserable in friendship, romance, and marriage unless he has rapport with God.  We will never find happiness with people unless we have rapport with God, and that means having virtue.




(b)  Rapport with God can only exist where the believer is in the process of fulfilling the unique spiritual life of the Church.




(c)  If the believer fails to fulfill the principle ‘Rapport with God must precede rapport with people,’ he will become permanently distracted by people, and those people will only make him very unhappy.




(d)  It is far more important to be loved by God than to be loved by people.  God is infinitely more important in our relationships with people than people are important in our relationships with people.  Therefore, infinitely more benefits accrue to the believer from being loved by God than being loved by people.  Our capacity for love is based on the fact that God loved us first, 1 Jn 4:19.

e.  All believers are expected to have virtue-love.


(1)  Eph 3:17, 19, “so that Christ may be at home in your hearts through doctrine, when you have been rooted and established in virtue-love.”  “And come to know the love for Christ which goes beyond gnosis that you may be filled resulting in all the fullness from God.”


(2)  2 Cor 5:14, “The love for Christ keeps motivating us.”

f.  We cannot love God apart from capacity for love.  If we do not fulfill the mechanics of the spiritual life (the filling of the Holy Spirit, positive volition to Bible doctrine, learning and using the problem solving devices), then we have no capacity for love.


g.  The secret to love is virtue, which must begin with personal love for God the Father, which is the foundation for unconditional virtuous love for all mankind.  Personal love for God and unconditional virtuous love for man is the integrity envelope of virtue and values, which establish the principle of true love and protect true love.

h.  True love must be related to God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit.  True love is based on the relationship between the three members of the Trinity.  Their love is based on their virtue, their integrity, their holiness, their righteousness and justice.  God has personal love for the other members of the Trinity and unconditional virtuous love toward creatures.  Each member of the Trinity also loves his own righteousness which is divine self-esteem.  All three of these categories of virtue love have been given to the believer in Jesus Christ under the unique spiritual life for the Church Age.


i.  Any time we are unhappy in our so-called ‘love life’ it is because it is not true love.  It has no virtue; it has no values; it is not in the soul.  There is no true love without the advance stages of the spiritual life.  Capacity for personal love functions inside the integrity envelope of virtue, honor, and integrity.

j.  Since true love must originate in the soul of the believer, and since true love is the key to the advanced spiritual life, it is necessary to understand the origin of true love, 1 Jn 4:19, “We love, because He first loved us.”


(1)  Before we reach the adult spiritual life we only have a foundation for love, but not the capacity for love that comes with the advanced problem solving devices.  Because of the subjunctive mood of the verb AGAPAW, this verse should be translated, “We have the potential for love, because He first loved us.”  We have the potential for true love and the secret to happiness depending on how far we go in our spiritual life.



(2)  God loved us unconditionally as unbelievers the moment He imputed a human soul to us.  God cannot love us personally until we believe in Christ and are born again.



(3)  With the spiritual life, we can come to a personal love for God.  Personal love for God is a true love monopoly of the believer, and we have it potentially, because it is part of our invisible spiritual assets.  Until we straighten out love with God, we have no true or real love.


k.  True love is always accompanied by true happiness.


l.  Our spiritual life is designed for virtue, and without virtue life becomes complicated, and a complicated life is an unhappy life.



(1)  An unhappy life minus virtue has no capacity for true love.  Virtue is the capacity for true love.  Capacity for true love is found in the advanced problem solving devices of our spiritual life.  Virtue is a potential because God has provided everything necessary for us to have that virtue, but He cannot provide positive volition.  The advanced spiritual life is based on true love.  The greatest thing in the spiritual life is virtue, not emotion.



(2)  Virtue love eliminates the complications of life based on pseudo love and false doctrine.



(3)  When we execute the fantastic spiritual life and plan provided for us, we ‘come to know the love for Christ which surpasses knowledge, that you may be filled resulting in all the fullness from God,’ Eph 3:19.


m.  Virtue love is our motivation for the execution of the spiritual life, 2 Cor 5:14a, “For the love for Christ motivates us...”

n.  Paul had this same desire and prayer for the Thessalonian church.


(1)  1 Thes 3:12, “Moreover, may the Lord cause you to begin to increase and to abound in the sphere of virtue-love toward one another and toward everyone just as also we [increase and abound in the sphere of virtue-love] toward you,”


(2)  1 Thes 4:1, “Finally, therefore, brethren, we ask you and exhort you because of the Lord Jesus that just as you received from us how it is necessary for you to walk and to please God even as also you are walking, that you might excel even more.”


(3)  1 Thes 4:9-10, “Now concerning the love of the brethren, you have no need for me to write you; for you yourselves are God-taught to love one another.  Certainly indeed you keep on doing it toward all the brethren in all Macedonia, but we encourage all of you, brethren, to excel more,”

o.  No matter how far we go in the spiritual life, there is always room for an increase in our personal love for God and unconditional virtuous love for others.


p.  Virtue-love should increase throughout our spiritual life.  Spiritual growth is our increase in personal love for God and unconditional virtuous love for others.  Both of these should never diminish in our life, but continue to increase month by month and year by year, as long as we live.


q.  This cannot happen apart from the word of God continuing to be learned, believed and applied to life on a daily basis.


r.  All capacity for true love, virtue love, rapport with God is based on thinking.  The spiritual life is thinking.  No one has staying power in love or capacity for true love without virtue and values, which are related to thinking Bible doctrine.  Rapport is compatibility with God on the basis of thinking resulting in capacity for love.  The spiritual life has provided the basis for this.

s.  Related Scripture:



(1)  Rom 5:5b, “...because the love for God has been poured out in our hearts through the Holy Spirit who was given to us.”


(2)  Gal 5:22a, “The fruit of the Spirit is virtue-love, joy...”


(3)  Eph 1:17, “That Christ may be at home in your hearts through doctrine when we have been rooted and grounded in virtue-love.”


(4)  1 Thes 5:8, “But since we are of the day, let us be self-controlled, having put on the breastplate of doctrine and virtue love, and the helmet, the confidence of salvation.”


(5)  1 Cor 2:9, “But just as it stands written, ‘Things which the eye has not seen and the ear has not heard and it has not entered into the heart of man all that God has prepared for those who love Him.’”


(6)  1 Jn 2:5, “Whoever keeps His doctrines, truly in him the love for God has been perfected.”


(7)  1 Jn 5:1-3, “Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ has been born again from God.  Furthermore, everyone who loves the Father loves everyone who has been born from Him.  For this is love for God that we keep His mandates and His commandments are not burdensome.”


(8)  Jn 1:12, “Blessed is the believer who perseveres under testing because when he becomes approved, he shall receive the crown of life which God has promised to those who love Him.”
3.  “by means of full knowledge and all discernment,”

a.  Virtue love keeps on increasing by means of full-knowledge of doctrine in the soul; that is, the ‘full-knowledge’ of the word of God operating in our soul.


b.  Virtue love is a system of knowledge and understanding of who and what God is and all that He has done for us.

c.  This knowledge is contained in the New Testament Scriptures and must be transferred by the teaching ministry of God the Holy Spirit to our souls.

d.  As we learn God’s word on a daily basis, God the Holy Spirit increases the doctrinal understanding or epignosis knowledge in our soul.


e.  The more we know and understand about God, the greater our love for God.


f.  The more we know and understand about God’s unconditional virtuous love for all His creatures, the greater our ability to have the same unconditional virtuous love toward all mankind.


g.  God expects more than academic understanding.  He expects us to have the full experiential knowledge of personal love for God.  He wants us to understand what it means to love Him, but also to actually experience love for Him as a real experience in our spiritual life.  This is full knowledge or epignosis knowledge of God’s love.


h.  God also expects us to not only have a complete knowledge of what He expects with respect to unconditional virtuous love toward others, but also expects us to execute this love, so that we have a full experiential knowledge of what it means to love another person on the basis of our virtue, honor, and integrity rather than on the basis of their worthiness.

i.  Discernment is the wisdom to know exactly when, where, how, and why to use both personal love for God and unconditional virtuous love toward man as problem solving devices.

j.  There is a right time to use personal love for God as our motivation and unconditional virtuous love for others as our function, and there is a wrong time.  God expects us to develop discernment in when to use each and how to be most effective in the use of each problem solving device.


k.  We must expose ourselves to the teaching of love, and then believe what is taught before God the Holy Spirit can make our academic knowledge of virtue love the full knowledge of virtue love.

l.  Then we have to use or apply virtue love as a spiritual problem solving system on a daily basis to develop the discernment of when and how to use this problem solving system to maximum effectiveness and to maximum glorification of God.
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