Philippians 1:8



- is the emphatic use of the postpositive conjunction GAR, meaning “Indeed, Certainly, Surely, Actually.”  With this we have the predicate nominative from the masculine singular noun MARTUS, meaning “witness” with the possessive genitive first person singular personal pronoun EGW, meaning “my” and referring to Paul.  This is followed by the nominative subject from the masculine singular article (which is used here “to distinguish the subject from the predicate nominative”
) and noun THEOS, meaning “God” and referring to God the Father.  There is an ellipsis (deliberate omission) of the present active indicative of the verb EIMI, meaning “[is]” here.  This phase is an idiom to indicate that Paul is telling the truth.
“Indeed God [is] my witness”
- is the conjunction HWS, used as a “marker of discourse content, meaning: that, the fact that after verbs of knowing, saying (even introducing direct discourse), hearing, etc., equivalent to  that Lk 6:4; 24:6; 22:61; Acts 10:28; 1 Thes 2:11a; Rom 1:9; Phil 1:8; 1 Thes 2:10.”
  Then we have the first person singular present active indicative from the verb EPIPOTHEW, which means “to have a strong desire for something, with implication of need, long for, desire something or someone 1 Pet 2:2; Phil 1:8; 2:26; 2 Cor 9:14; 5:2; Rom 1:11; 1 Thes 3:6; 2 Tim 1:4.”


The present tense is a descriptive present for what is now going on.

The active voice indicates that Paul is the subject producing the action of longing to see the Philippians.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact.

This is followed by the accusative direct object from the masculine plural adjective PAS and the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “all of you.”  Then we have the preposition EN plus the instrumental of association (meaning “with”) from the neuter plural noun SPLAGCHNON, which means “the inward parts of a body, including especially the viscera, inward parts, or entrails.  Often in the ancient world, inner body parts served as referents for psychological aspects: of the seat of the emotions.  In our literature it is mostly used as the seat and source of love, sympathy, and mercy Lk 1:78; Col 3:12, affection and sympathy Phil 2:1; 2 Cor 7:15; 6:12; 1 Jn 3:17; Phile 20.  It is also used of the feeling itself, love, affection ‘long for someone with the affection of Christ Jesus,’ Phil 1:8.”
  Finally, we have the possessive genitive from the masculine singular proper nouns CHRISTOS and IĒSOUS, meaning “of Christ Jesus” in the sense of “the same affections that belong to Christ Jesus.”
“that I long for all of you with the affections of Christ Jesus.”
Phil 1:8 corrected translation
“Indeed God [is] my witness that I long for all of you with the affections of Christ Jesus.”
Explanation:
1.  “Indeed God [is] my witness,”

a.  Paul continues with an emphatic statement about how he feels about the Philippian believers.  But before Paul makes this statement he wants to ensure the Philippians that he is not just flattering them.

b.  The statement “God is my witness” is an idiom meaning “I am telling the absolute truth.”

c.  Paul is not trying to butter up (our English idiom) the Philippians.  He is going to testify to the Philippians how much he cares about them, and God the Father and God the Holy Spirit will be his co-witnesses that he is telling the truth.


d.  Therefore, Paul’s statement of his feelings for the Philippians is a fact that can be proved in court.  It is not just an emotional high that he is on at the moment that will pass with time.


e.  The only person who can validate our feelings is God.  Anyone can say to someone else, “I care about you.”  It may or may not be true.  The person who says it has no way to prove it, and the person who hears it has no way to prove it.  Only God can prove it.


f.  God is the only person who will ever be able to testify before others about how we really feel or what we really believe.  No one else has the ability to know those things but God.


g.  No human being can truly know the thoughts of another human being, 1 Cor 2:11, “For who among mankind understands human matters (the thoughts of man) except the man’s self which is in him?  In the same manner also divine matters no one comprehends except the [Holy] Spirit of God.”

h.  God knows the thoughts of man, Ps 94:11, “The Lord knows the thoughts of man, that they are a mere breath.”
2.  “that I long for all of you with the affections of Christ Jesus.”

a.  Now Paul gives us the content of what his thoughts are to which only God can be a witness.

b.  Paul longs for the Philippians.  This is Paul’s personal love for them.  This is Paul’s care and concern for them.  This is Paul’s deep desire to see them again and be with them.  This is Paul’s longing to talk to them, and hear all about how they are doing and what is going on in their life.  This is Paul’s desire to spend time with them and be refreshed by them.  More than anything this is Paul’s desire to teach them the advanced doctrines of the spiritual life, so that they understand the love of God for them as never before and respond to it.

c.  Paul has the same affections and feelings for them that Christ Jesus has for them.


d.  Our Lord Jesus Christ loves us with a perfect personal love because we have the imputed righteousness of God.

e.  Our Lord loves us with a perfect unconditional love because of His own honor, integrity, and virtue.


f.  Paul had the same unconditional love for the Philippians from his honor, integrity, and virtue.


g.  Paul also had the same personal love for the Philippians because they were in union with Christ, just as he was, because they loved the word of God, just as he did, and because they had the same reciprocal love for Jesus Christ that he had.


h.  Jesus Christ initiated His love for Paul, the Philippians, and all of us in eternity past by being willing to provide eternal salvation for all of us.


i.  We learn about our Lord and all He has done for us because of His love for us and we respond to His love with reciprocal love.  1 Jn 4:19, “We love because He first loved us.”

j.  The Philippians responded to the love of Christ for them with their positive volition to the word of God and execution of the spiritual life.


k.  Paul responded in like manner to the Philippians’ affections for Christ with his affections for them.


l.  Just as our Lord ‘cannot wait’ (another English idiom) to be with us in resurrection body in the eternal state, so Paul could not wait to be with his good friends from Philippi.

m.  This statement by Paul is also an expression of his appreciation and gratitude for the Philippians faithful support and love of him through both good times and bad.


n.  As we shall see in Phil 2:25-26, the pastor of the Philippian church, Epaphroditus, had the same longing or desire for his congregation, “Now, I consider it proper to send Epaphroditus face to face with you, who is my brother [fellow member of the royal family] also my co-worker and comrade-in-arms, that is your highest ranked one [pastor-teacher] even your super grace minister sent with reference to my need, because he was longing for you all and since he was distressed because you had heard that he had become critically ill.”

o.  The destitute Jerusalem believers had this same affection for the Greek Gentile believers who sent them financial support in their time of need, 2 Cor 9:13-14, “Because of the approved character of this service they [Jerusalem believers] are praising God because of the commitment of your public allegiance to the gospel of Christ and the generosity of your contribution to them and to all, while they also have great affection for you by prayer on your behalf because of the surpassing grace of God for your benefit.”

p.  We have an almost identical thought by Paul in Rom 1:9-11, “For God is my witness, whom I continue to serve with my [human] spirit in the sphere of the message concerning His Son, that I constantly make mention of you, always during my prayers asking if perhaps now at last I will succeed by the will of God in coming to you.  Because I desire to see you, in order that I might share with you a considerable spiritual gift with the result that you might be strengthened.”  This statement explains what Paul means here in Philippians.  He deeply desired to see the Philippian believers for the same reason he wanted to see the Roman believers, so that he might teach them doctrine [share his spiritual gift with them] with the result that they might be spiritually strengthened.


q.  Paul had this same affectionate attitude toward the Thessalonians, 1 Thes 2:8, “Hence, though we deeply yearned for you, we kept on determining to share with you not only the gospel of God but also our very own souls, because you became beloved to us.”
� Wallace, D. B. (1999, c1996). Greek Grammar Beyond the Basics: An exegetical syntax of the Greek New Testament (electronic ed.). Garland, TX: Galaxie Software. Page 242.


� Arndt, W., Danker, F. W., & Bauer, W. (2000). A Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament and other early Christian literature. (3rd ed.) (Page 1105). Chicago: University of Chicago Press.


� Arndt, W., Danker, F. W., & Bauer, W. (2000). A Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament and other early Christian literature. (3rd ed.) (Page 377). Chicago: University of Chicago Press.


� Arndt, W., Danker, F. W., & Bauer, W. (2000). A Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament and other early Christian literature. (3rd ed.) (Page 938). Chicago: University of Chicago Press.





PAGE  
3

