Philippians 1:3



- is the first person singular present active indicative from the verb EUCHARISTEW, which means “to express appreciation for benefits or blessings, give thanks, express thanks, render/return thanks Rom 16:4; Acts 28:15; 1 Cor 14:18; Phil 1:3; Col 1:3, 12; 3:17; Phile 4.”


The present tense is an iterative present for an action that occurs periodically at various intervals.


The active voice indicates that Paul produces the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for the reality that Paul periodically gives thanks for the Philippian believers.

Then we have the dative of indirect object from the masculine singular article and noun THEOS with the possessive genitive first person singular personal pronoun EGW, meaning “to my God” and referring to God the Father, to whom all prayers are addressed.
“I give thanks to my God”
- is the preposition EPI plus the locative of time (which indicates a particular point in time) [This could also be regarded as an instrumental of cause, indicating the cause which motivates Paul to gives thanks or the reason why Paul gives thanks, but it appears more logical that Paul is saying that at the point of time when he thinks about the Philippians he gives thanks to God rather than he is caused to give thanks to God because he remembers the Philippians.  The former is much more of a compliment to the Philippians than the latter.]  from the feminine singular adjective PAS with the article and noun MNEIA, which means “remembrance, memory with the objective genitive of someone: ‘you always think kindly of us,’ 1 Thes 3:6; ‘I remember you constantly,’ 2 Tim 1:3.”
  This is followed by the objective genitive from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “of you” and referring to the Philippian believers.
“at every memory of you,”
Phil 1:3 corrected translation
“I give thanks to my God at every memory of you,”
Explanation:
1.  “I give thanks to my God”

a.  Paul had great capacity for appreciation of others.

b.  He had great appreciation for the Philippians because they had constantly supported him with their positive volition to his teaching, their prayers, and their financial support.

c.  Thankfulness for others is a sign of appreciation of others.

d.  Appreciation for others is a part of capacity for love.


e.  Paul has a personal relationship with God, which has resulted in a personal relationship with the Philippians.  This is one of those blessings in the spiritual life that money cannot buy.


f.  Paul loved the Philippians and they loved him.


g.  Thanksgiving is that form of worship in which the believer acknowledges the benefits related to the divine initiative of grace.

h.  The filling of the Holy Spirit plus the acceptance of doctrine plus the motivation of capacity for love produce true thanksgiving.

i.  Thanksgiving is the application of Bible doctrine to experience.


j.  Thanksgiving is a part of the spiritual life.  Thanksgiving is a part of worship.  Therefore, thanksgiving must be related to the function of our spiritual life.  Thanksgiving is not some shallow, fleeting system of gratitude for something.  It is a system of worship of God; it is capacity for worship; it is capacity for life.

k.  Thanksgiving is a moment by moment mental attitude produced by the spiritual skills in the soul.  It is a part of the divine viewpoint of life.  Thanksgiving is the mental attitude that comes from the function of spiritual skills (such as: being filled with the Spirit; being influenced by the word of God; executing the spiritual life of obedience to God).  This attitude is a part of capacity for life, and is based on Bible doctrine in the soul.

l.  Col 2:7, “Having been rooted and having been edified in Him, and being stabilized by means of doctrine as you have been taught, overflowing with thanksgiving.”  There is a relationship between our consistent perception of Bible doctrine and our attitude of thanksgiving toward God.  Bible doctrine gives capacity for gratitude.

m. Thanksgiving is coterminous with the attainment of spiritual capacity righteousness and subsequent conveyance of blessings for time.


n.  Thanksgiving is an expression of capacity for divine blessing in time.  Thanksgiving is the expression from capacity for appreciation of God and the mental attitude of gratitude toward God.  Thanksgiving is our daily attitude toward God.


o.  Thanksgiving is an act of giving thanks, grateful acknowledgement of the benefits of the grace of God.  Hence, it is an expression of gratitude toward God based on our capacity to appreciate who and what He is.  Only positive-believers have capacity for true thanksgiving.  Thanksgiving is more than an expression of gratitude, more than appreciation in a human sense.  It is appreciation for God which cannot exist apart from the function of the influence of the Holy Spirit and the word of God in the spiritual life.

p.  God commands us to be thankful.  Obedience to this command demands the filling of the Spirit, the word of God circulating in our stream of consciousness, and the function of the divine problem solving devices in our life.


(1)  Eph 5:20, “always be thankful with reference to all things toward God, even the Father, through the person of our Lord Jesus Christ.”  


(2)  Phil 4:6, “Stop worrying about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving, let your requests be made known to God.”


(3)  Col 4:2, “Devote yourselves to prayer, keeping alert in it with thanksgiving.”

q.  1 Thes 5:18, “In everything give thanks; for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus concerning you.”

r.  Paul was especially thankful for the Ephesian, Philippian, and Colossian believers.



(1)  Eph 1:16, “I do not cease giving thanks for you, and I make mention of you in my prayers.”


(2)  Col 1:3, “We give thanks to God the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, praying always for you.”
2.   “at every memory of you,

a.  Whenever Paul thought about the Philippians he was grateful for them.

b.  Paul had a fragrance of memories about the Philippians.

c.  Capacity for love and appreciation of others motivates us to remember others.


d.  Paul had lots of good memories about his relationship with the Philippians.


e.  Paul had no regrets in his relationship with them.


f.  Paul could give thanks at all times in everything regarding his relationship with the Philippians because of his fellowship with God and the doctrine in his soul.  How many people can we say that about?  That is the way God planned it and that is what God expects of us.  This is why God commands us to be always thankful for all things.  This can only be done in the spiritual life by the filling or influence of the Spirit and the word of God circulating in our conscious thoughts.  Paul learned this through his Jerusalem experience and now is making perfect application of what he knows and believes.  Isn’t it time for us to do likewise?
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