Philippians 1:27
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- is the neuter adjective MONON, used as an adverb as “a marker of limitation, meaning only, alone, limiting the action or state to the one designated by the verb.”
  With this we have the adverb AXIWS, which means “worthily, in a manner worthy of, suitably.”  Then we have the objective genitive from the neuter singular article and noun EUAGGELION, which means “the gospel or good news” plus the objective genitive from the masculine singular article and noun CHRISTOS, which means “of Christ.”  This is followed by the second person plural present deponent middle/passive imperative from the verb POLITEUOMAI, which means “to be a citizen, have one’s citizenship/home; to conduct one’s life, live, lead one’s life.”


The present tense is a customary present for what God reasonably expects throughout our spiritual life.  This is also a durative present for an action begun in the past which continues in the present.


The deponent middle/passive voice is middle/passive in form but active in meaning, all members of the royal family of God are expected to produce the action.


The imperative mood is a command.
“Conduct your life only in a manner worthy of the good news of Christ,”
- is the conjunction HINA, which introduces a purpose clause and is translated “in order that.”  Then we have the correlative conjunction EITE, used with itself, meaning “whether…or.”  This is followed by the nominative first person masculine singular aorist active participle from the verb ERCHOMAI, which means “to come.”

The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which looks at the action in its entirety without reference to its beginning, end, progress, or result.


The active voice indicates that Paul produces the action of potentially coming to the Philippians.

The participle is a circumstantial participle, indicating a potential circumstance that may or may not happen.

Then we have the connective conjunction KAI, meaning “and” with the nominative first person masculine singular aorist active participle from the verb EIDON, meaning “to see” in the sense of “to visit.”

The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which looks at the action in its entirety without reference to its beginning, end, progress, or result.


The active voice indicates that Paul produces the action of potentially coming to the Philippians.


The participle is a circumstantial participle, indicating a potential circumstance that may or may not happen.

Then we have the accusative direct object from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “you” and referring to the Philippian believers.  This is followed by the other half of the EITE…EITE construction, meaning “or” plus the nominative first person masculine singular present active participle from the verb APEIMI, meaning “to be absent; to be away.”

The present tense is a static present for a state or condition that continues to exist.  The static idea can be translated: “remain absent.”

The active voice indicates that Paul produces the action of continuing to not be able to return to Philippi.


The participle is a circumstantial participle, indicating a potential circumstance that may or may not happen.

“in order that whether I come and see you or remain absent,”
- is the first person singular present active subjunctive from the verb AKOUW, which means “to hear about.”

The present tense is a tendential present for an action that is proposed in the future but not yet taking place.


The active voice indicates that Paul will produce the action.


The subjunctive mood is used with HINA to form a final purpose clause and indicates a future potential or objective possibility.  The word “may” is used in the translation to bring out this concept.

Then we have the accusative direct object from the neuter plural article, used to nominalize the following prepositional phrase as the direct object of the previous verb.  Literally it means “the things.”  With this we have the preposition PERI plus the adverbial genitive of reference from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “concerning or about you.”  The phrase “the things concerning you” could be translated into modern English as: “your status quo” or “your situation.”
“I may hear about your situation,”
- is the conjunction HOTI, meaning “that,” which is used after verbs of sensory experience (to hear) to indicate the content of that sensory experience.  This is followed by the second person plural present active indicative from the verb STĒKW, which means “literally to stand, and figuratively to be firmly committed in conviction or belief: stand firm, be steadfast in something 1 Cor 16:13; Phil 4:1; 1 Thes 3:8; Phil 1:27; Rom 14:4; 2 Thes 2:15; Gal 5:1.”


The present tense is a descriptive present for what should be going on.


The active voice indicates that the Philippian believers are producing the action.


The indicative mood is a potential indicative expressing an obligation and necessity.
Then we have the preposition EN plus the instrumental of association “to designate a close personal relation in which the referent of the -term is viewed as the controlling influence, meaning: under the control of, under the influence of, in close association with; or it can also be the instrumental of agency, meaning “with the help of, through the agency of”
 (as in Eph 2:18) from the adjective HEIS, meaning “a single entity, with focus on uniformity or quality, one, one and the same: in one and the same house Lk 12:52; expressing unanimity with one voice Rom 15:6; one and the same loaf 1 Cor 10:17; one and the same God Rom 3:30; 9:10; 1 Cor 6:16f; 12:9, 13; Eph 4:5f; Phil 1:27;”
 and the noun PNEUMA, meaning “Spirit” and referring to God the Holy Spirit.  This is followed by the locative of sphere from the feminine singular adjective HEIS, meaning “in the sphere of one and the same” and the noun PSUCHĒ, meaning “soul.”
“that you are standing firm with the help of one and the same Spirit, in the sphere of one and the same soul,”
 is the nominative of explanation from the second person masculine plural present active participle from the verb SUNATHLEW, which means “to contend/struggle along with someone: they fought at my side in (spreading) the gospel Phil 4:3.”


The present tense is a perfective present, which presents the present reality of something that came into being in the past.  This is closely associated with the durative present, which would indicate that the action that began in the past is still continuing.  But here Paul is emphasizing the past fact.

The active voice indicates that the Philippian believers produced the action of helping Paul in getting the gospel message proclaimed in Philippi and then standing up for him when trouble began.


The active voice indicates that the Philippi believers have produced the action in the past and are still active in proclaiming the gospel message.


The participle is a causal participle, indicating the round or reason for the action of the main verb “standing firm.”  The Philippians are standing firm because they have fought at Paul’s side and are still doing so.  The word “since” or “because” is used in the translation to bring out this idea.
Then we have the instrumental of means from the feminine singular article and noun PISTIS, used in its active meaning, with the objective genitive neuter singular from the article and noun EUAGGELION, meaning “by means of faith in the gospel.”
“since you have fought at my side by means of faith in the gospel.”
Phil 1:27 corrected translation
“Conduct your life only in a manner worthy of the good news of Christ, in order that whether I come and see you or remain absent, I may hear about your situation, that you are standing firm with the help of one and the same Spirit, in the sphere of one and the same soul, since you have fought at my side by means of faith in the gospel.”
Explanation:
1.  “Conduct your life only in a manner worthy of the good news of Christ,”

a.  Paul begins a new thought, which is not only a new paragraph, but is probably where the chapter break should have been placed.

b.  He begins with a command for all Church Age believers, which is a reasonable expectation of God.  We are to conduct our spiritual life in only one way—in a manner worthy of the message that Christ came to die spiritually as a substitute for us on the cross and did so.


c.  Our spiritual life should be motivated by what Jesus Christ in His humanity did for us on the cross.  The title “Christ” emphasizes the mission of our Lord in His humanity on the cross during the First Advent.


d.  Our Lord’s mission was to bear our sins in His own body and be judged for them, in order that we might never be judged for our sins, but forgiven by believing in Him.  This thought should permeate our spiritual life; that is, everything we think and do.  That is occupation with Christ, the motivation of love for the person of our Lord.  Love for God is the motivation of the spiritual life.


e.  Our love for the Lord Jesus Christ is based upon what He did for us when we were helpless to have a relationship with Him.  Our love for the Lord motivates us to conduct ourselves in the manner in which our Lord conducted Himself during His first advent.


f.  The Lord is our example, our template, our model.  He exemplified obedience to the will and plan of God the Father.  The only manner of life on earth for the believer that is worthy of God is obedience to the will and plan of the Father.


g.  Therefore, the command of God that we live our spiritual life in a manner worthy of the message of Christ is not unreasonable or too difficult to execute.  Our Lord did it through the power and influence of the Spirit and so can we.


h.  Why did Paul add the phrase “the good news”?  He could have just said, “Conduct your life only in a manner worthy of Christ.”


(1)  The “good news” is the message of and about Christ, which is salvation from the condemnation of sin by faith alone in Him.  This message is the essential message of ambassadors for Christ.  We cannot be messengers for Christ by sending mixed messages—one with our lips and another with our life that contradicts what we say.  This is called hypocrisy as exemplified by the Pharisees.



(2)  We must conduct or live our spiritual life in such a way that it indicates to others that we have believed the message we proclaim to others about Christ.



(3)  Contradictions cannot exist in the spiritual life.  To say that we believe in Christ and yet act or behave as if the demands of God the Father make no difference to us is a contradiction in our spiritual life.  For example, God expects us to love one another and tells us to do so.  If we do not love our fellow-believer with the virtue, honor, and integrity of unconditional love, then we demonstrate that we do not believe that Christ had the same unconditional love for us on the cross and requires that we love others as He has loved us.

i.  Why did Paul add the word “only” to this phrase?  The word “only” is an adverb that modifies or explains how the action of the verb is to take place.  The only way in which we can conduct ourselves in the spiritual life is in a manner worthy of the message that Christ loved us so much that He was willing to die spiritually as a substitute for us.  The only manner worthy of this message is unconditional love toward all.

j.  This command is similar to Paul’s statement in 1 Cor 16:13, “Be on the alert, stand firm in the faith, act like men, be strong.”  Paul will again take up this theme in Eph 4:1, “Therefore I, the prisoner of the Lord, implore you to walk in a manner worthy of the calling with which you have been called.”  Paul will repeat this command in Phil 4:1, “Therefore, my beloved brethren whom I long to see, my joy and crown, in this way stand firm in the Lord, my beloved.”
2.  “in order that whether I come and see you or remain absent,”

a.  Paul has a purpose in demanding this of the Philippians.  That purpose is to ensure that they are standing firm living the spiritual life provided to them by God the Holy Spirit.  This purpose should not change whether Paul is able to return to them or not.

b.  The spiritual life of the believer is not dependent upon an apostle, an evangelist, a missionary, or a pastor-teacher.  Our spiritual life is dependent upon the ministry of God the Holy Spirit filling our soul, and mentoring us through His teaching ministry and then motivating us through God’s love for us.


c.  Our motivation to love God is not dependent on whether or not a pastor-teacher lives or dies, is present or absent.  Paul understood from his last two years in prison that God’s plan could just as easily go on successfully without him.  He also knew that the Philippians would continue successfully as a church regardless of his presence or absence.


d.  The spiritual life is not about the pastor-teacher; it is about the word of God in our soul and our reciprocal love for God as a result.

3.  I may hear about your situation,

a.  Regardless of whether or not Paul got to see the Philippians again, he was going to get regular reports about how they were doing as a church.  Paul didn’t spy on people, but he had a need to know how they were doing, since he was responsible for their protection from false teachers and false doctrine.

b.  Paul wanted to know how his partners in Christ were doing as any good leader wants to know how his soldiers are doing.  The leader wants to know so he can help, guide, teach, lead, protect; that is, doing everything he can to keep them going in the right direction executing the plan and fulfilling the objectives of that plan.


c.  A pastor cannot lead his congregation if he is blind to what is going on.  He has a need to know certain things, but does not need to listen to gossip, maligning, criticism, or judging from others.

4.  “that you are standing firm with the help of one and the same Spirit, in the sphere of one and the same soul,”

a.  What Paul needed and wanted to hear was that the Philippian believers were still standing in ranks with him.



(1)  The word STEKW means “to stand.”  But because of Paul’s use of the word SUNATHLEW, which follows and means “to contend/struggle along with someone: they fought at my side in (spreading) the gospel (Phil 4:3)” this gives STEKW a different connotation.


(2)  They are not just standing.  They are standing firm in ranks in the phalanx, going into battle side by side, totally dependent upon and trusting each other.



(3)  The worst thing a Greek warrior could do in battle was to break ranks in the phalanx.  The whole system of the phalanx depended upon each man standing firm next to his buddies and fighting with them.  Every time a man went down, you closed ranks with the men left standing and continued to fight.


(4)  The word picture Paul gives here to the Philippian warriors, who are retired Roman military, and knew the Greek system of fighting very well, is that of Greek warriors standing together next to one another in battle.  It could also refer to a Roman line of attack or defense line, where the soldiers stood shoulder to shoulder with one another.

b.  The means by which the Philippians were able to do this in their spiritual life was by the help, power, or influence of God the Holy Spirit.

c.  The same Holy Spirit that motivated Paul in his love for the Philippians is the same Holy Spirit that motivated the Philippians in their love for Paul.  The same Spirit who taught Paul is the same Spirit who taught the Philippians.  The same Spirit who filled Paul is the same Spirit who filled the Philippians.  The same Spirit who provided everything necessary for Paul to execute the spiritual life is the same Spirit who provided everything necessary for the Philippians to execute the spiritual life.


d.  This is the concept of equal privilege and equal opportunity in the spiritual life.  Paul gave us a great example of this in 1 Cor 12:4, 8-9, 11, “Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit.  For to one is given the word of wisdom through the Spirit, and to another the word of knowledge according to the same Spirit; to another faith by the same Spirit, and to another gifts of healing by the one Spirit,  …But one and the same Spirit works all these things, distributing to each one individually just as He wills.”

e.  The Philippians had the same opportunity to conduct their lives in a manner worthy of the gospel of Christ as anyone else in the Church, even Paul.  So do we.


f.  God the Holy Spirit is the only One by whom, through whom, and with the help of whom we can or ever will execute the spiritual life.


g.  Our conduct is dependent upon what we value.


h.  Our values are dependent upon what we believe.


i.  What we believe is dependent upon what we accept as truth.


j.  What we accept as truth is based upon what we know.


k.  What we know is based upon what God the Holy Spirit teaches us as our Mentor.  God is not holding back anything from us.  He is willing to teach us everything we could possibly want to learn.


l.  “In the sphere of one and the same soul” is similar to: 


(1)  Acts 4:32, “And the congregation of those who believed were of one heart and soul; and not one of them claimed that anything belonging to him was his own, but all things were common property to them.”


(2)  2 Cor 12:18, “I appealed to Titus and have sent at the same time the fellow-believer.  Did Titus take advantage of you financially?  Absolutely not!  Did we not walk in the same Spirit?  Did we not walk in the same footsteps?”


(3)  Paul will take up this theme again in this context, Phil 2:2, “make my joy complete by being of the same mind, maintaining the same love, united in spirit, intent on one purpose.”

m.  The phrase “the same soul” refers to the unity of the royal family of God.  What is Unity?


(1)  Emphasis on people rather than on Bible doctrine, especially the mystery doctrine of the Church Age, has destroyed unity among members of the royal family of God, the body of Christ.



(2)  Unity is defined in five different ways.




(a)  Unity is the status of being combined with others to form a greater whole.  We have been combined with other believers through the baptism of the Spirit at the moment of salvation.




(b)  Unity is the status of being harmonious with other members of the royal family of God.  




(c)  Unity is the state of being complete, which means a maximum number of believers execute the plan of God and become invisible heroes.  A maximum amount of invisible heroes not only changes the nation, but impacts the world.



(d)  Unity is complete accord among believers regarding divine viewpoint in Church Age doctrine.  This doesn’t mean we agree with each other about everything; far from it.  But it does mean there is a general consensus about divine viewpoint in these areas among mature believers.




(e)  Complete unanimity among believers regarding mental attitudes, proper motivations, decisions, and actions related to the plan of God.  The absence of prolonged or perpetual carnality, the absence of judging, bickering, slandering, gossiping, jealousy, bitterness, hatred, anger, revenge motivation and function, vindictiveness, violence, hypersensitivity, self-pity, guilt, and implacability.



(3)  The two great enemies of unity among the members of the body of Christ which always bring fragmentation are ignorance of doctrine and living in a state of arrogance.


(4)  Another enemy of unity among believers is wrong emphasis.  The present trend of Christianity is to emphasize relationship with people over relationship with God, or to assume that a good relationship with people means a good relationship with God.  Both are false.


(5)  Scriptural Documentation for Unity.



(a)  2 Tim 3:2-7, “For believers will be lovers of self, lovers of money, boastful, arrogant, revilers, disobedient to parents, ungrateful, unholy, without love, implacable, slanderous, without self-control, brutal, haters of God, treacherous, rash, conceited, lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God, having a form of godliness but denying its power; avoid such believers as these.  For they are the kind who creep into homes and captivate weak, silly women who are loaded down with sins and swayed with all kinds of evil desires.  They are always learning [gnosis], but never able to come to the epignosis knowledge of God.”



(b)  1 Cor 12:25, “That there should be no schisms in the body, but that the members should have the same care for one another.”



(c)  Rom 16:17-18, “Now I urge you brethren, be alert for those believers who are causing fragmentations and apostasies contrary to the doctrine which you have learned; in fact, separate yourself from [avoid] them.  For such believers are slaves to their own emotions, and by smooth and flattering speech, they deceive the hearts of the ignorant.”



(d)  1 Cor 1:10, “Now I exhort you, brethren, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that all of you agree with one another, and that there be no fragmentations [schisms] among you, but that you may be properly equipped in the same mind and in the same thinking [united in mind and thought].”  Notice where the unity is:  in the mentality and thinking of the soul.




(e)  1 Cor 3:3, “For you are still carnal, for since there is jealousy and fragmentation among you, are you not carnal?  Are you not walking like unbelievers?”



(f)  1 Cor 11:18, “For in the first place, when you come together in your church, I hear that schisms [fragmentations] exist among you.”


(6)  Ephesians 4:3-6 teaches unity in the royal family of God.  In Ephesians 4:3-6, there are four concepts: (a) The mandate for unity, verse 3; (b) The basis for unity, verse 4; (c)  The escutcheon of unity, verse 5; (d) The source of unity, verse 6.



(7)  Only God can provide unity in the royal family.  God provides unity for the Church Age believers through the mystery doctrine of the Church Age and the ministry of God the Holy Spirit.


(8)  Unity is a provision of grace, not the striving of human power, not human personality, not a system of patronizing one another under public relations techniques.



(9)  In Eph 4:3-6 we learn not only how to avoid fragmentation in the body of Christ, but how to achieve unity through God’s grace provision for each believer in the royal family.  “Be diligent to guard the unity of the Spirit by means of the bond of peace [reconciliation].  There is one body and one Spirit, just as you have been called [efficacious grace] with reference to one hope of your calling; one Lord, one faith, one baptism [of the Holy Spirit], one God, even the Father of all (believers), who is over all (believers), and the source of all (blessings), and in all (believers).”
5.  “since you have fought at my side by means of faith in the gospel.”

a.  Paul wants to hear that there continues to be unity among the believers in Philippi because they have fought with him on the battlefield in the angelic conflict.

b.  The analogy here is definitely a military analogy.  Paul is a soldier of Christ, just as each of us is a soldier of Christ.  He has fought side by side with the Philippians in the angelic conflict, just as we are side by side with them in the angelic conflict.

c.  It may be a different battle on a different day, but we are on the same battlefield in the same fight with the same enemy in the same war at the same time.  “Our warfare is not against blood and flesh but against demon rulers, against demon authorities, against world rulers of this darkness [demon ambassadors], against the spirit forces of evil in the heavenlies [rank and file demons],” Eph 6:12.


d.  The royal family is in a battle royal as a part of the angelic conflict and we are all fighting on the same team.  Since we all fight on the same team, there must be loyalty up, loyalty down, and collateral loyalty in the ranks of the royal family.


(1)  We owe loyalty up to our Lord Jesus Christ, our Commander and Chief.



(2)  We owe loyalty down to those under our authority (whether we are pastors, deacons, bosses, husbands, or wives over children).



(3)  We owe loyalty collaterally to our fellow-members of the body of Christ as a part of our honor, integrity, and virtue toward others.


e.  The Philippians fought at Paul’s side.  This is described in Acts 16:11-40.  They fought at his side by believing in Christ.  They fought at his side by being positive to the teaching of the word of God.  They fought at his side by continuing to be positive to doctrine after Paul was forced to leave Philippi.  They fought at his side by praying for him, while he was away from them.  They fought at his side by providing financially for him whenever he was in need.  They fought at his side by continuing to stick by him and encourage him through all of his trials and tribulations.


f.  They remained faithful to him, loyal to him, and continued to stand shoulder to shoulder with him in the execution of the spiritual life.  No less is expected of us, which is why we are commanded to conduct ourselves in a manner worthy of the gospel of Christ.
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