Philippians 1:26



- is the conjunction HINA, which introduces a final purpose clause and is translated “in order that.”  This is followed by the nominative subject from the neuter singular article and noun KAUCHĒMA with the possessive genitive from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “your boasting, reason for boasting,” that is, pride in a good sense.  It means “the act of taking pride in something or that which constitutes a source of pride, boast, then also used when the boast is not made in words, to denote the thing of which one is proud, in this sense pride Rom 4:2; 1 Cor 9:16; Gal 6:4; 1 Cor 9:15; 2 Cor 1:14; Phil 2:16; Phil 1:26; 1 Cor 5:6; Rom 5:2; Heb 3:6.”
  Then we have the third person singular present active subjunctive from the verb PERISSEUW, which means “to abound, increase, to be in abundance, or to overflow.”

The present tense is a customary present for what is reasonably expected to occur in the spiritual life.


The active voice indicates that all Church Age believers are expected to produce the action of having a great abundance of pride in Christ our Lord.


The subjunctive mood is used with HINA to form a purpose clause and indicates that this state or condition is potential because it is dependent upon the volition of each believer.

This is followed by the preposition EN plus the locative of sphere from the masculine singular proper nouns CHRISTOS and IĒSOUS, meaning “in Christ Jesus.”
“in order that your pride in Christ Jesus may abound”
- is the preposition EN plus the instrumental of agency from the first person singular personal pronoun EGW, meaning “through the agency of me.”  Then we have the preposition DIA plus the ablative of agency from the feminine singular article and noun PAROUSIA with the first person singular possessive genitive from the possessive pronoun EMOS, meaning “through my” “arrival as the first stage in presence, coming, advent of human beings, in the usual sense 2 Cor 7:6f; my coming to you again, my return to you Phil 1:26.”
  This is followed by the adverb of time PALIN, which means “again, once more.”  Finally, we have the preposition PROS plus the accusative of place from the second person personal pronoun SU, meaning “to you.”
“by means of me through my return once more to you.”
Phil 1:26 corrected translation
“in order that your pride in Christ Jesus may abound by means of me through my return once more to you.”
Explanation:

1.  “in order that your pride in Christ Jesus may abound”

a.  The entire sentence reads, “And so, since I am so convinced that I have confidence in this principle [that to remain in person is more necessary for your sake], I know that I shall remain and continue with all of you for the purpose of your [spiritual] advance and happiness from the source of doctrine, in order that your pride in Christ Jesus may abound by means of me through my return once more to you.”

b.  Paul is confident that he will continue to remain on earth and function in his spiritual gift for the purpose of the spiritual advance of positive believers such as the Philippians.

c.  This is compatible with God’s overall purpose for Paul’s life—that those believers who are positive to the word of God may have the privilege and opportunity of abounding in their pride in Christ Jesus.


d.  God expects us to take pride in Christ Jesus our Lord.  We should never be ashamed of our relationship with Him.  We should never be embarrassed by our relationship with Him.


e.  When we are ashamed of our association with others that is a sign of arrogance on our part.  When we are embarrassed by our association or relationship with others that is a sign of arrogance on our part.


f.  God the Father has designed a plan whereby all those who believe in Christ can take great pride in Him and have great confidence in Him.  Jesus Christ has never done anything by which to make us not proud of Him, even though we have done many things which should have made Him not proud of us.  But the Lord Jesus Christ has always been proud of us.  Why?  Because we have believed in Him.

g.  God the Father has always been proud of the Lord Jesus Christ in His humanity in hypostatic union, because the Son loved the Father and did what the Father wanted.


h.  God the Father is proud of us because we did what He wanted by believing in His Son.


i.  Our pride in the Lord Jesus Christ increases as we grow in grace and in the knowledge of Him.  Our pride in Christ increases in direct proportion to our love for God.  Our pride in Christ increases in direct proportion to our obedience to the will of God and execution of His plan.  Our pride in Christ decreases in direct proportion to our carnality and prolonged residence in the cosmic system of Satan.

j.  We have no reason to take pride in ourselves, for everything we have and everything we achieve is based upon the grace of God and He alone receives the credit and glory for that.  We do, however, have reason to take pride in others.  When we see a son or daughter make a correct application of Bible doctrine from a position of virtue, honor, and integrity based upon the standards of the word of God which they have accepted as their own standards, we should take great pride in them.


k.  In the same way, God takes great pride in us when He sees us learning and applying the values of virtue, love, and integrity which He has always had, as He has asked us to do.


l.  Therefore, the more doctrine we learn and apply in our reciprocal love for God and our unconditional love toward others, the more we will take pride in our Lord Jesus Christ and value our relationship with Him.

m.  This is what God the Father’s plan for Paul’s life was all about.  He wanted Paul to learn everything he could about the love of God and then teach it to others who wanted to learn, so that not only would Paul take great pride in His relationship with the Lord Jesus Christ, but those whom he taught would do likewise.

2.  “by means of me through my return once more to you.”

a.  Paul was the agent in God the Father’s plan through whom God’s purpose was going to be accomplished among those who loved the Lord Jesus Christ.  This was the reason and purpose why Paul was the apostle to the Gentiles.   And the best way for Paul to accomplish God’s plan was Paul’s return to the Philippian church once again to teach them face to face.


b.  Paul knew he didn’t need to go back to Jerusalem, where they didn’t care about his teaching nor take pride in the Lord Jesus Christ, but were ashamed of Him, and demonstrated it by trying to keep the Mosaic Law as the spiritual life of the Church.

c.  However, Paul knew that he needed to go teach those mature believers who remained positive to doctrine and kept on supporting his ministry with their prayers, spiritual gifts, and generosity.  Paul knew that it was the will of God for him to return to Philippi once more and teach them all the new information he had on the spiritual life (which is contained in the prison epistles).


d.  Paul understood the love of God and grace of God as he had never understood it before.  It needed to be taught, and a couple of letters just weren’t enough to make it all clear and inculcate the material.  These concepts had to be taught through face to face repetition, which was why Paul knew he had to return to Philippi when the Lord permitted it.


e.  God had a definite purpose for Paul’s life to continue, and that purpose involved the glorification of the Lord Jesus Christ among the positive believers at Philippi.  This is why Paul knew he was not about to die in Rome, but expected to be released soon.
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