Philippians 1:21



- is the postpositive conjunction GAR, used to give the reason and clarification for why and how Christ will be exalted in Paul’s person.  It should be translated “because,” but “English does not allow a subordinate conjunction to link independent sentences and paragraphs.  When GAR introduces an independently standing unit that gives the reason for another semantic unit [the previous sentence], it must be translated with the ambiguous “for,” or perhaps with a phrase such as “the reason for this is that…”  Simple sentences cannot start with “because” for it would produce a sentence fragment in English.”
  This is followed by the first person singular ethical dative from the personal pronoun EGW.   “The ethical dative or dative of feeling = as far as I am concerned is defined as follows: the dative substantive indicates the person whose feelings or viewpoint are intimately tied to the action (or state) of the verb. This usage is quite rare.  Instead of to, paraphrase the personal noun in the dative with as far as I am concerned (or you, he, she, etc.), as I look at it, or in my opinion.  One might call this the existential dative or dative of opinion, in that it speaks of something that is true (or ought to be true) only with reference to the one whose identity (either via noun or pronoun) is put in the dative.  Thus, it does not speak of absolutes but of a particular point of view.  This usage shares some kinship with the dative of reference.  The differences are as follows: (1) reference normally involves a thing, while the ethical dative is always personal; (2) whereas the personal dative of reference indicates the framework (and therefore tends to be objective), the ethical dative indicates the person whose attitude is involved (and hence this usage tends to be subjective).  This category also shares kinship with the dative of interest (especially the dative of advantage).  Illustrations: Acts 7:20, beautiful to God (= “beautiful as far as God is concerned”); Phil 1:21

For to me to live is Christ (= “As I look at it, to live is Christ,” or “As far as I am concerned, to live is Christ”).”
  Then we have the substantival infinitive, in which the infinitive is used as the subject of the verb from the nominative neuter singular article and present active infinitive from the verb ZAW, which means “to live; living.”

The present tense is an aoristic present, which present living as a present fact without reference to its beginning, end, or progress; it is merely stated as a fact.


The active voice indicates that Paul produces the action of being alive and living the spiritual life of the Church Age.


The infinitive is a substantival infinitive, functioning as a noun and the subject of the sentence.  “There are four basic uses of the substantival infinitive: subject, direct object, appositional, and epexegetical.  An infinitive or an infinitive phrase frequently functions as the subject of a finite verb.  This category especially includes instances in which the infinitive occurs with impersonal verbs.  The infinitive may or may not have the article. However, the usage of this infinitive does not occur in prepositional phrases.  Besides noting the definition and structural clues, one helpful key is to do the following.  In place of the infinitive (or infinitive phrase), substitute X.  Then say the sentence with this substitution.  If X could be replaced by an appropriate noun functioning as subject, then the infinitive is most likely a subject infinitive.  For example, in Phil 1:21 Paul writes, “For to me, to live is Christ and to die is gain.”  Substituting X for the infinitives we get, “For to me, X is Christ and X is gain.”  We can readily see that X can be replaced by a noun (such as “life” or “death”).”
  There is no verb, making this very dramatic.  This is followed by the predicate nominative from the masculine singular proper noun CHRISTOS, which means “Christ.”
“Because as far as I am concerned, to keep on living—Christ”
- is the continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” followed by the nominative neuter singular from the aorist active infinitive of the verb APOTHNEISKW, which means “to die; dying; death.”

The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which gathers into a single whole the entire act of dying, the moment of death, and the entire life after death.


The active voice indicates that Paul will produce the action and that state will be something special to him.

The infinitive is a substantival infinitive again.  “These infinitives could also be translated as gerunds: “living is Christ and dying is gain.”  This text illustrates two other points of Greek syntax: (1) The subject has the article (in the first clause, since one of the substantives has the article and the other is a proper noun [in Paul], what determines the subject is word order; and (2) the tenses of the infinitives are lexically informed.  It is no accident that the first infinitive is present (“to continue living”) and the second is aorist (“to die”).”

Finally, we have the predicate nominative from the neuter singular noun KERDOS, which means “gain, profit Tit 1:11; of something advantageous.”

“and dying—gain [profit, advantage].”
Phil 1:21 corrected translation
“Because as far as I am concerned, to keep on living—Christ and dying—gain [profit, advantage].”
Explanation:
1.  “Because as far as I am concerned, to keep on living—Christ”

a.  Paul continues with a very personal opinion that is only true for those in spiritual maturity.

b.  The mature believer lives for his or her Lord and Master Jesus Christ.

c.  The mature believer lives on earth to execute the spiritual life of the Church Age.


d.  The mature believer lives the spiritual life to glorify God, specifically the Lord Jesus Christ.


e.  The mature believer’s life is a life of dedication to the person of Christ, which means absolute obedience to his will.


f.  The mature believer has a life beyond knowledge and a life beyond dreams.


g.  The mature believer has a spiritual life filled up with all the fullness of Christ.


h.  The mature believer has a spiritual life preoccupied with Christ rather than preoccupation with self.


i.  The mature believer has a spiritual life that centers on reciprocal love for God.


j.  The mature believer’s life is the total execution of the will, plan, and purpose of God.

k.  Paul talked about this life in Gal 2:20, “Yet I am no longer living, but Christ is living in me.  Moreover that which I am now living in the flesh, I am living because of doctrine, the doctrine which belongs to the Son of God, who loved me and delivered Himself over as a substitute for me.”  The mature believer’s life is a life of learning and living Bible doctrine.

l.  The mature believer lives by faith in God, Rom 1:17, “‘But the righteous person because of faith shall live’.”

m.  The mature believer no longer lives a life of perpetual carnality, Rom 6:2, “We who have died to the sin nature, how shall we still live with it?” and Rom 8:12-13, “So then, brethren, we are not debtors to the flesh [old sin nature], with the result that we should live according to the flesh.  Indeed if assuming you live under the authority of the flesh [old sin nature], you are destined to and must die [the sin unto death]; but if by means of the Spirit you put a stop to the actions of the body [sin, human good, and evil], you will live.”

n.  The mature believer walks in newness of life, Rom 6:4, “Therefore, we have been buried together with Him through baptism into His death, in order that as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, so also we might walk in newness of life.”

o.  The thought pattern of the mature believer is the thought pattern of the Spirit related to his or her spiritual life, Rom 8:6, “Consequently the thought pattern of the flesh is death [carnal death leading to the state of perpetual sinfulness resulting in physical death], but the thought pattern of the Spirit is life and prosperity,”

p.  The mature believer offers his body as a living service to God, being transformed in his thinking, Rom 12:1-2, “Therefore, I urge you, brethren, because of the compassions from God, offer your bodies as a living, holy sacrifice well-pleasing to God—your rational service.  Also, stop being molded [shape one’s behavior] to this age, but be transformed by the renewal of your thinking [renovation of your thought], that you may prove what the will of God is, namely, the good, the pleasing, and the complete.”

q.  The mature believer manifests the life of the humanity of Christ in his or her body, 2 Cor 4:10-12, “at all times carrying about in the body the death of Jesus, in order that the life of Jesus might also be revealed in our body.  For we, the living, are constantly being delivered over for death because of Jesus, in order that the life of Jesus might also be revealed in our mortal flesh.  For this reason the danger of death continues to be permitted to operate among us, but the spiritual life among you.”

r.  The mature believer lives to serve God, Gal 2:19-20, “For I have died with reference to the Law by the Law, in order that I might begin to live with reference to God.  I have been crucified with Christ.  Yet I am no longer living, but Christ is living in me.  Moreover that which I am now living in the flesh, I am living because of doctrine, the doctrine which belongs to the Son of God, who loved me and delivered Himself over as a substitute for me.”

s.  The mature believer is to lead a quiet life, 1 Thes 4:11-12, “and consider it an honor to live quietly and to mind your own business and to work with your own hands, just as we commanded for your benefit, in order that you might walk honorably toward those outside and have need of nothing.”

t.  The mature believer lives a disciplined, responsible life, 2 Thes 3:6, “Furthermore we command you, brethren, in the person of our Lord Jesus Christ that you keep away from all fellow believers who live in an irresponsible manner and not according to the tradition which they have learned from us.”  1 Tim 4:8, “for bodily discipline is only of little profit, but godliness is profitable for all things, since it holds promise for the present life and also for the life to come.”

u.  The mature believer desires to live a life dedicated to God, “Indeed, all who desire to live godly in Christ Jesus will be persecuted,” 2 Tim 3:12.

v.  Paul summarizes what it means to live for Christ in Tit 2:11-13, “So the saving grace of God is showing itself to all mankind, training us through corrective discipline, so that by rejecting the unspiritual life and the desires of the cosmic system, we might live in a self-controlled manner both righteously and in a spiritual manner in this present age, while waiting for the happy expectation and appearance of the glory of the great God, even our savior Jesus Christ.”
2.  “and dying—gain [profit, advantage].”

a.  As far as Paul was concerned dying was an advantage to him.

b.  Dying grace is the best part of life.

c.  Dying grace is God sharing the reality of Himself and His happiness with the mature believer to an even greater degree than anything else experienced in life.


d.  Dying is the ultimate in occupation with Christ in life.


e.  Dying is the ultimate in the reality of Bible doctrine in life.


f.  Dying grace is the greatest escrow blessing for time.


g.  Sharing the happiness of God is the greatest happiness in life.  Dying grace is even better.  Being absent from the body and face-to-face with the Lord is even greater happiness.  Once we receive our final evaluation and have our eternal rewards, we will have the greatest happiness of all.

h.  Death is the Lord’s victory and He gives this victory to every member of the royal family of God, 1 Cor 15:54-58, “But whenever this perishable puts on incorruptibility and this mortal puts on immortality, then the statement which stands written will come about, ‘Death has been swallowed up because of victory.’  Death, where [is] your victory?  Death, where [is] your sting?  Now the sting of death [is] the sin [nature], and the power of the sin [nature] [is] the Law.  But gratitude belongs to God, who gives the victory to us through our Lord Jesus Christ.  For this reason, my beloved brethren, become firm ones, immovable, excelling in the production of the Lord at all times, knowing that your work in the Lord is not without result.”

i.  Death is profit, gain, and to our advantage because:


(1)  We will forever be with the Lord.  1 Thes 4:17, “Then we who are alive and remain will be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air, and so we shall always be with the Lord.”


(2)  We will no longer be in a body of sin.  We will have an interim body, and/or then a resurrection body (depending upon whether or not we die before the resurrection of the Church), both of which are incapable of sinning.  1 Cor 15:50-52, “Now I mean this, brethren, that flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God, nor does depravity inherit immortality.  Pay attention, I tell you a mystery; we will not all sleep, however we will all be changed, in an indivisible time, in the blinking of the eye, at the last trumpet; for the trumpet will sound, and the immortal dead will be raised and we will be changed.”


(3)  We will be in a status of no more sorrow, no more pain, no more death; the old things have passed away.  Rev 21:4, “and He will wipe away every tear from their eyes; and there will no longer be any death; there will no longer be any mourning, or crying, or pain; the first things have passed away.”


(4)  We will be with friends, family, and loved ones, who have died before us and have been waiting to welcome us to heaven.  1 Thes 4:13-14, “Now we do not want you to be ignorant, brethren, about those who are asleep, in order that you might not grieve as in fact the rest who do not have hope.  For if we believe that Jesus died and has risen, so also God [the Father] will bring with Him [our Lord] those who have fallen asleep through their relationship with Jesus.”


(5)  We will have blessing for eternity; that is, eternal rewards and blessings.




(a)  1 Cor 2:9, “However, as it stands written, ‘Things which the eye has not seen and the ear has not heard and no mind has conceived what God has prepared for those who love Him.’”



(b)  Eph 3:8, “the inexhaustible riches in Christ.”



(c)  Prov 8:18, “With me [the personification of Bible doctrine] are riches and honor [for time], enduring wealth and prosperity [for eternity].”



(d)  Col 1:27, “to whom God willed to make known what is the riches of the glory of the mystery among the Gentiles which is Christ in you, the confidence of glory.”



(e)  Eph 1:18, “I pray that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened, so that you may know what is the confidence of His calling, what are the riches of the glory of His inheritance to the saints.”


(6)  Death is an advantage to the believer because of our eternal security.



(7)  Death is a state of perfect happiness for the believer, because it is perpetual happiness for the believer.  We have this happiness in living, in dying, and in the eternal state.



(8)  Perfect happiness can be attained in living as well as in dying.  Therefore, perfect happiness equates living with dying for the believer.  This is another reason why we have no fear of death—death is only the intensification of our perfect happiness in living.



(9)  God has provided in His plan for our life two parts: living and dying.  The problem solving devices for one also apply to the other, because living and dying are all part of the same package.  Paul learned that living and dying are both a part of the same package of blessing from God.  Occupation with Christ equates living with dying, just as sharing the happiness of God equates living with dying.



(10)  Dying for the mature believer is the anticipation of greater blessing in eternity, 2 Tim 4:6-7, “I have fought the good fight, I have finished the course, I have guarded the doctrine; in the future there is laid up for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will award to me on that day; and not only to me, but also to all who have loved His appearing.”


(11)  The mature believer has the best in life, something better in dying, and the very best in eternity.



(12)  The invisible hero dies magnificently, whether his death is short and painless or long and painful.  He dies with the same personal sense of destiny that he had while living.  Living and dying have been equated by the invisible hero by his personal sense of destiny.


(13)  The mature believer has learned how to die, since he has learned how to live.  He lives magnificently as unto the Lord and dies the same way.

3.  The Principle of Dying Grace.


a.  Dying grace is defined as the death of the mature believer.  It is the experience of physical death under special provision of grace, whereby the believer involved experiences both blessing and happiness while dying.  Dying grace is the ultimate blessing for time.  It is the direct result of execution of the unique spiritual life of the Church Age and the lifestyle of wisdom, Eph 1:7.


(1)  Since dying grace is the extension of living grace, it should glorify God.



(2)  If we glorify God in living grace, then we will glorify God in dying grace.  If through the function of the post salvation spiritual life we glorify God in living grace, it is inevitable that we will glorify God in dying grace.


b.  Dying grace can occur regardless of the amount of pain and suffering while dying.  There could be maximum pain or a minimum of pain, but in either case there is maximum happiness and soul stimulation.


c.  Dying grace is for the mature believer only.  Ps 33:18‑19, “Behold, the eye of the Lord is on those who are occupied with Him, on those who have confidence in His grace, to deliver their souls from death and to keep them alive in depression.”  Compare 2 Tim 4:6‑8, Ps 116:15.


d.  Dying grace removes the fear of death, Ps 23:4.  According to 1 Cor 15:55, dying grace takes the sting out of death.


e.  Dying grace is the great blessing which comes at the termination of one’s life.  It is still a part of living.  Physical death plus doctrine equals the greatest blessing of life.


f.  Dying grace is part of the mature believer’s rewards.  It is the link between temporal and eternal blessings, Rom 5:20; Heb 11:13.  It is the bridge which takes the believer from living grace to eternal grace.


g.  Dying grace is the link between time and eternity, Heb 11:13.  The mature believer has the best for time.  Dying grace is blessing from God that is better than any other blessing in time.  In eternity He has better than the best.  If there is nothing worth living for, there is nothing worth dying for.


h.  Dying grace is the bridge between the blessings of time and eternity, Rom 5:12‑17.



(1)  This passage is an a-fortiori rationale, which says that if God provides the greater in time, He cannot withhold the less in eternity.  It is easier for God to produce eternal blessing than to produce temporal blessing for the believer in time.  Dying grace links the two categories of blessing. 



(2)  The believer without greater blessings in time receives no greater blessings in eternity.



(3)  In 2 Tim 4:7‑8, Paul was dying.  Since he held onto maturity until death, he knew he would be rewarded in eternity.



(4)  The relationship of blessing in time with blessing in eternity is found in dying grace, Heb 11:13.  Dying grace brings all eternal rewards into clear focus.


i.  The perception and application of Bible doctrine is the only way to reach and maintain spiritual maturity and to receive dying grace blessings, Phil 3:12‑14.  We must press on, maintain our momentum, and advance to the objective for the purpose of reward.
    
j.  Job 5:19‑24 teaches that the mature believer has no fear of death.  He has no fear of anything dangerous.



(1)  No believer dies until the Lord says it’s time to come home.  Once God calls a believer home, nothing can keep him here.  The living must go on living while the dying are dying.  A person in dying grace never hinders others from continuing their living.



(2)  God is the expert and He decides when is the perfect time for each of us to depart from the earth.  God’s time is the best time.
4.  The total dynamics of the spiritual life is found in one short sentence, “For me living—Christ, and dying—profit.”

a.  The basic passage for the living phase of the spiritual life in all of Scripture is Eph 3:19-21, “And to come to know the love for Christ which is beyond gnosis, that you may be filled up to all the fullness from God.  Now to Him who is able to do infinitely more than all we could ever ask or imagine, on the basis of the power that works for us, to Him be glory by means of the Church and by means of Christ Jesus with reference to all generations of this dispensation of all dispensations.  Amen.”

b.  In living, we apply doctrine; in dying, we live doctrine.  In the living phase of the spiritual life the believer applies doctrine as illustrated by the function of the spiritual problem solving devices.  In the dying phase of spiritual dynamics, the believer lives the doctrine of dying.  Both dying and death, then, become the greatest profit in life.  Dying is the demonstration of the power of the word of God circulating in your very own stream of consciousness.


c.  Every believer who lives his life in the light of eternity has established a defense line of problem solving devices in his soul.  These spiritual problem solving devices prevent any living or dying pressures from entering the soul.  With maximum doctrine circulating in the stream of consciousness and the function of the problem solving devices, we have no fear of death, no stress in the soul, and the reality of dying is no problem at all.  Dying is strictly profit because we have invested in doctrine during our life.


d.  God provides for us in dying as He does for us in living.

e.  There’s nothing as important as the death of the invisible hero.  This is a part of his fantastic testimony, “For me, living [is] Christ and dying [is] profit.”
    
f.  The death of the invisible hero is classified as dying grace.

    
g.  For the invisible spiritual hero, God has actually saved the best until last.

    
h.  If as a winner we enjoy living, we will love dying.  Winners use the problem solving devices in living, and they continue to use them in dying.  Rom 14:8, “For if we live, we live for the Lord, and if we die, we die for the Lord.  Therefore, whether we live or die, we are the Lord’s.” 


i.  In both living and dying, the spiritual winner uses the recovery procedure, the filling of the Holy Spirit, the faith-rest drill, grace orientation, doctrinal orientation, personal love for God the Father, unconditional love for all mankind, sharing the happiness of God, a personal sense of destiny, and occupation with the person of Christ.
5.  The testimony of the greatest winner in all the Church Age, the apostle Paul, is found in Phil 1:20-21.


a.  Paul knew that he was a winner, and that everything in the future would be the best.  He knew the best is saved until last: dying, death, heaven, resurrection, and the eternal state.


b.  Paul would not be put to shame in dying, in death, in living in heaven, in resurrection, or in living in the eternal state.  Why?  Because through doctrine and advancing to spiritual maturity, Paul came to the realization that God had saved the best for him until last.


c.  We know he had a wonderful life: “for me, living is Christ;” we can’t have a more wonderful life than that.  That is occupation with Christ which equates living with dying and adversity with prosperity; that’s the ultimate in happiness.


d.  “Dying is profit” because dying is the beginning of the last, and the last will last forever.  God saves the best for last, to include dying, death, heaven, resurrection, and the eternal state.  There’s nothing better.  The dessert, as it were, goes on forever.


e.  Why did he say, “Christ is exalted in my body?”  Why didn’t he say “Christ is exalted in my soul” where all that doctrine is located?  Or why not “in my human spirit”?  Because the body experiences dying.  The last bodily experience we have is dying.


f.  Christ is exalted in the body in dying because He chose the time, the place, and manner of that death.  It’s all His decision.  For the individual with the spiritual problem solving devices, it is the most fantastic experience in the world.  It doesn’t matter whether it’s short or prolonged; the principle is Phil 1:21, “For me living [is] Christ and dying [is] profit.”

g.  In dying, God saves the best for the last for the Christian.  Death is God’s victory.


h.  Death is really very private.  We go alone through the valley of the shadow of death.  While we’re going through it, that doctrine in our soul makes our death very profitable.  It makes our death far, far greater than living.  We may have had a lot of fun in life, but dying will be even more fun.  If we like living, we will love dying.  God has saved the best until last.


i.  Those who enjoy living and love dying are winners, i.e., believers who execute the plan of God through consistent post salvation spiritual growth, who reach spiritual self-confidence and advance to spiritual autonomy and take the high ground of spiritual maturity.


j.  So in dying, God has saved the best until last.  Rom 14:8, “For if we live, we live for the Lord; or if we die, we die for the Lord.  Therefore, whether we live or whether we die, we are the Lord’s.”  This is the use of our personal sense of destiny.


k.  Spiritual winners or invisible heroes utilize God’s spiritual problem solving devices both while living and while dying.  In fact, the function and use of the problem solving devices contributes to the manufacture of the invisible hero.  The function of the spiritual problem solving devices in dying manifests the dying grace of the invisible hero.



(1)  Therefore, a sudden change of circumstances doesn’t change our status quo.  If we get into the habit of using the spiritual problem solving devices while living, then we will use them in dying and derive far greater profit from them in dying then we ever did in living.



(2)  The winner enjoys dying because he has accumulated in the living stage a tremendous inventory of Bible doctrine.  He has perfect happiness while living and perfect happiness while dying.  Therefore, he loves both living and dying.  He is occupied with Christ while living; he is occupied with Christ while dying.  He has a personal sense of destiny while living, and he has a personal sense of destiny while dying.  He has personal love for God the Father while living; he has personal love for God the Father while dying.  He has unconditional love for all mankind while living; he has unconditional love for all mankind while dying.  He has grace orientation while living; he has grace orientation while dying.  He has doctrinal orientation while living; he has doctrinal orientation while dying.  He has faith-rest while living; he has faith-rest while dying.  He has the filling of the Spirit while living; he has the filling of the Spirit while dying.  He uses 1 Jn 1:9 while living; he uses 1 Jn 1:9 while dying.


l.  The mystery doctrine of the Church Age plus the problem solving devices of the plan of God provides the dynamic and great historical impact.  For the mature believer, the invisible impact of dying is greater than the invisible impact of living.


m.  Dying is therefore the greatest experience in life for the invisible hero.  Winners or invisible heroes are filled with all the fullness of God, so that the blessings of living are extended and parlayed into the blessings of dying.  Dying and death is God’s victory.  Therefore, the time and the manner of our dying is the wise decision of the sovereignty of God.
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