Philippians 1:2




- is the nominative subject from the feminine singular noun CHARIS, which means “Grace.”  There is no verb here, making this very dramatic and very dogmatic.  Then we have the dative of possession, which indicates the person to whom something belongs.  It is translated “grace [is] to you” or “grace [is] yours” or “grace belongs to you.”  Then we have the connective use of the conjunction KAI, meaning, “and” plus the nominative subject from the feminine singular noun EIRĒNĒ, which means, “peace, harmony, prosperity, and reconciliation with God.”  Here it refers to spiritual prosperity and harmony with God because we have been reconciled to God.

 - this is the preposition APO plus the ablative of source from the masculine singular noun THEOS, which means, “from God.”  Then we have the appositional genitive from the masculine singular noun PATĒR, meaning, “Father” with the possessive genitive first person plural personal pronoun EGW, meaning “our.”  This is followed by the connective use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and.”  Finally, we have the ablative of source from the masculine singular nouns KURIOS IĒSOUS and CHRISTOS, meaning, “the Lord Jesus Christ.”
Phil 1:2 corrected translation
“Grace belongs to you and prosperity from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.”
Explanation:
1.  This is the identical phrase used by Paul in Rom 1:7.
2.  Grace and prosperity are the monopoly of God.


a.  God does all the work and we reap all the benefits.  Grace is all that God is free to do for us based on the efficacious work of our Lord Jesus Christ on the Cross.  Because of what Christ did for us, we are the beneficiaries of the grace of God through simple faith in Christ.  We don’t earn or deserve anything from God; we never can and we never will.  Everything God does for us is done because of who and what His Son is, not because of who and what we are.


b.  Grace is God’s policy.  God’s policy is based on the fact there is nothing God the Father will not do for God the Son.  And this policy, this attitude, this motivation of God the Father is now directed toward us.  Why?  Because we have believed that Jesus Christ went to the Cross and died for our sins.  We have accepted Him as our personal savior.


c.  Not only is God’s grace for us, but God has also given us prosperity.  That prosperity includes the most fantastic blessings for both time and eternity, and these blessings are both temporal and spiritual.  They include:



(1)  Temporal blessings for time, such as: wealth, promotion, success, good health, blessing by association, heritage blessings.



(2)  Spiritual blessings for time, such as: happiness, security, confidence, freedom from fear and worry, the divine problem solving devices, and our invisible historical impact.


d.  We have received a double portion of God’s grace and prosperity; they are from both God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.  This is absolutely unique because we, as Church Age believers, are absolutely unique—another one of our spiritual blessings.

3.  The phrase “to you” refers to all believers in the Philippian church and by extension all believers in the Church universal.  Paul reminds them that:


a.  God’s grace, which was first initiated in eternity past, has been extended to them in time.  That grace includes all that God is free to do for them on the basis of the work of Christ on the Cross.


b.  God’s prosperity has been extended to them in the form of many things at salvation, which include: invisible spiritual assets, blessings on deposit in heaven, the two power options of the Christian way of life—the filling or empowering of the Holy Spirit and the word of God.

4.  Summary.


a.  We are believers in Christ.  Yet we are not just any believers in Christ.  We are members of the royal family of God and royal priesthood of our Lord Jesus Christ, 1 Pet 2:9.

b.  We are unique.  We live in a unique period (dispensation) of human history, and we have a unique spiritual life.  Nothing about us or our life on earth is like any other time in human history.


c.  We are in union with Christ through the baptism of the Holy Spirit, who identified us with Jesus Christ; that is, put us into a unique position of union with Christ, the moment we believed in Christ.  Therefore, we receive from God the Father everything that He provided for the humanity of Christ during the First Advent.  God the Father provided for His Son’s every need during His life on earth.  This was a matter of grace.  God the Father does the same for every believer who is in union with Christ.

d.  Our Lord depended totally upon the provision of God the Father and God the Holy Spirit for everything.  (We are expected to do likewise.)  The most important things for which He depended upon the Father and Spirit were:



(1)  His spiritual life—the system of thinking and love for God.



(2)  His wisdom, understanding, knowledge, and incite.



(3)  His family, friends, loved ones.



(4)  His physical needs—such as food, shelter, and clothing.


e.  All of these things were provided in grace to our Lord, just as they are provided to us in grace by our Lord.


f.  So grace is ours.  It belongs to us.  God has given us everything we need to execute the spiritual life of the Church Age.  This is clearly taught by Paul in Phil 4:19, “And my God will keep on supplying your every need on the basis of His wealth in glory in Christ Jesus.”

g.  Grace belongs to us, all of us: both spiritual and carnal believers, both mature and degenerate believers.  We did nothing to deserve grace; we do nothing to continue to receive grace from God.


h.  We are saved by grace; we live the spiritual life by grace; we are provided for in grace; we recover fellowship with God in grace; and we die in grace.  Grace belongs to us.


i.  On top of all this grace we have from God, there are greater grace blessings for time and eternity on deposit with Christ in heaven, Who guards these blessings for us.


(1)  God has saved the very best blessings for us for time and eternity and holds them on deposit for us in heaven.  As soon as we are ready to enjoy these blessing the most, He gives them to us.



(2)  They include both spiritual, mental, material, and social blessings.  But the greatest prosperity that we receive is God’s love for us.  This is the riches of His glory, which we have in Christ Jesus, and is the greatest thing God could ever give us.


j.  There is nothing greater in the universe than God’s love, and we have it.  This was Paul’s message to the Corinthians, Romans, and now the Philippians.  No matter what, God still loves us, provides for us in grace, and has the most fantastic blessings and spiritual prosperity waiting for us.


k.  The riches of God’s glory—the wealth of heaven, which is greater than all the wealth of the universe—belongs to us.



(1)  Col 1:27, “to whom God willed to make known what are the riches of the glory of this mystery among the Gentiles, which is, Christ indwelling you, the confidence of glory.”


(2)  Gal 5:22, “The profit of the Spirit is virtue-love,...”


(3)  Eph 3:19-21, “and to get to know the love for Christ which surpasses knowledge, in order that you may be filled resulting in all the fullness of blessing from the source of God.  Now to Him [God the Father] who is able to do infinitely more than all we could ask or think on the basis of the power that keeps working in us, to Him the glory in the Church and in Christ Jesus with reference to all generations of this unique dispensation of the ages.”


(4)  1 Cor 2:9, “But just as it stands written, ‘Things which the eye has not seen and the ear has not heard nor has it entered into the heart of mankind all that God has prepared for those who love Him.’”

l.  We have it all.  The problem is we don’t enjoy it all.  That takes capacity for love, capacity for life, and capacity for blessing.  That capacity comes from being influenced by two things in the spiritual life: God the Holy Spirit and the word of God.
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