Philippians 1:13
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- is the conjunction HWSTE, used to “introduce dependent clauses of the actual result, and translated: so that”
 or with the result that.  Then we have the accusative-infinitive construction, in which the substantive in the accusative functions as the subject of an infinitive, which functions as a finite verb.  The ‘subject’ here is the adverbial accusative of general reference from the masculine plural article and noun DESMOS with the possessive genitive from the first person singular personal pronoun EGW, meaning “my bonds, fetters” but also “often simply in reference to the locale where bonds or fetters are worn imprisonment, prison Phil 1:7, 13f, 17; Col 4:18; Phile 10, 13; 2 Tim 2:9.”
  This is followed by the predicate accusative from the masculine plural adjective PHANEROS, which means “being evident so as to be readily known, visible, clear, plainly to be seen, open, plain, evident, well known.”
  “The accusative substantive (or adjective) stands in predicate relation to another accusative substantive.  The two will be joined by an equative verb, either an infinitive or participle.  Neither type is especially frequent outside of Luke or Paul.  There is the predicate accusative in which one accusative is the subject of the infinitive and the second makes an assertion about the first.  Thus, it is similar to the nominative subject and predicate nominative construction, following the same principles for distinguishing them.  Frequently the infinitive will be in indirect discourse.  Example: Rom 4:18, “with the result that he became [the] father of many nations.”
  Then we have the preposition EN plus the locative of association from the masculine singular proper noun CHRISTOS, “to indicate the scope within which something takes place or has taken place, or to designate something as being in close association with Christ, and can be rendered in connection with Christ.”
  This is followed by the aorist deponent middle infinitive from the verb GINOMAI, which means “to become.”

The aorist tense is a culminative aorist, which emphasizes the conclusion or results of a completed action. It is translated by the English auxiliary verb “has.”

The deponent middle is middle in form but active in meaning, Paul’s association with Christ producing the action of being well known to the leadership of the Roman Empire.


The infinitive is used as a finite verb in the accusative-infinitive construction.
“with the result that my imprisonment in connection with Christ has become well known”
- is the preposition EN plus the locative of sphere from the neuter singular adjective HOLOS, the article, and proper noun PRAITWRION, which means “in the entire Praetorian.”  “If the letter was written from Rome, the words are best taken to mean ‘in the whole praetorian (or imperial) guard’.”
  This is a reference to the Praetorian Guard, which was responsible for the safety of the Roman Emperor.  They were his “bodyguard” as we have men of the Federal Bureau of Investigation assigned the duty as guardians of the President of the United States.  With this we have the connective conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the locative of sphere from the masculine plural article and adjective LOIPOS with the adjective PAS, meaning “all the rest.”  This is a reference to the rest of the leadership of Rome and the household of Caesar, as well as the believers throughout Rome and its nearby cities.
“throughout the entire Praetorian Guard and all the rest.”
Phil 1:13 corrected translation
“with the result that my imprisonment in connection with Christ has become well known throughout the entire Praetorian Guard and all the rest.”
Explanation:
1.  “with the result that my imprisonment in connection with Christ has become well known”

a.  The entire sentence reads: “Now I want all of you to understand, brethren, that my circumstances have turned out rather for the advance of the gospel, with the result that my imprisonment in connection with Christ has become well known throughout the entire Praetorian Guard and all the rest.”

b.  Satan and his servants, the unbelieving Jews, meant Paul’s imprisonment for evil, but God meant it for divine good, as was the case with Joseph being sold into slavery by his brothers, Gen 50:20, “As for you, you meant evil against me, but God meant it for good in order to bring about this present result, to preserve many people alive.”

c.  The Jews wanted Paul killed by the Romans.  God wanted the gospel proclaimed and the word of God taught in Rome by His apostle to the Gentiles.  Therefore, Paul’s imprisonment resulted in the advance of the plan of God.

d.  Paul’s imprisonment under house arrest in Rome gave him complete freedom to have guests, teach doctrine, write letters, and probably even travel around the city during the day.  It would be similar to what we call a “work-release program” for prisoners, who are released from jail in the morning to go to work, and must return to the jail after work to continue serving their sentence.


e.  The point Paul is making here is that his imprisonment was in connection with the fact that he had believed in Christ and was proclaiming Christ as “the one true Lord and Savior of the world” a title which would come into conflict with the arrogance of the Roman Emperor.

f.  Paul clearly states here that Christ had become well known where he was imprisoned.  All who came into contact with Paul knew he was a Christian and that he was willing to be on trial as a Roman citizen who believed in and proclaimed the person of Jesus of Nazareth as his Lord.


g.  Paul’s case became a famous and well-known case before the supreme court of Rome.  His case would establish case law in the Roman judicial system.  If Paul was found innocent, then Christianity and professing faith in Christ would not be punishable in the Empire.  This would be a tremendous blow to the Jewish unbelievers.  However, if Paul were found guilty of treason (rejecting the deity of the Roman Emperor), then this would embolden the Jews to persecute Christians throughout the Empire.  However, God had a plan to stop that from happening, if and when Paul was found guilty of treason (as he eventually was), and that plan was the fifth cycle of discipline to Israel, so that there were few Judaizers left to persecute any Christians.

h.  Jesus Christ controls history, and it was no accident that Paul was in Rome in connection with faith in Christ at this time in human history.  God needed Paul there to make a legitimate legal statement before the supreme court of Rome that Roman citizens had believed in Christ and would continue to do so, regardless of whether or not the Emperor or Roman unbelievers thought the Emperor was a “god.”

i.  Paul’s imprisonment and trial was all about the deity of Christ versus the deity of the Emperor.  The Jews wanted the issue to be about treason against the Emperor for not accepting his authority as “god,” which was hypocrisy, since they themselves refused to acknowledge any man as “god.”

j.  However, God made the issue of Christ clear and the very point of Paul’s imprisonment; and God made this clear to everyone in Rome through Paul’s message.
2.  “throughout the entire Praetorian Guard and all the rest.”

a.  All of this meant that Paul was able to make his position clear before everyone who worked in the Emperor’s palace, the governmental offices, before the Senate of Rome, before the entire Praetorian Guard, which was the police force of the city of Rome, the FBI of Italy, and the bodyguard of the Emperor.

b.  For background on the Praetorian Guard see the introduction to this epistle.


(1)  The Roman praetors were first established in 367 B.C.  They evolved into the Praetorian Guard that came to exercise great power, making and unmaking emperors and allowing political and military action outside of the law.  What rules that were observed were announced by the issuance of edicts.


(2)  The official bodyguard of the Roman emperors was created by Augustus in 27 bc to help prevent assassins from reaching the emperor and murdering him as Brutus and his companions had murdered Julius Caesar.  It was composed of up to 16 long-serving cohorts (infantry divisions) each of 500-1000 men, and stationed as a single unit in Rome.



(3)  The Guard developed great political influence; as senatorial power diminished, emperors came to rely upon Praetorian support for election and in later imperial times the emperor’s position and even his life depended on the Guard’s favor.


(4)  The title of Praetorian Prefect was given to the commander of the imperial bodyguard (Praetorian Guard).  In the sweeping political changes started by Diocletian (285-305) and largely completed by Constantine, the Praetorian Prefect became an entirely civilian government office and lost any military powers it once had. The Empire was divided into three large regions called prefectures, each one under a praetorian prefect.  The praetorian prefects were thus the most powerful civilian government ministers. 



(5)  The Praetorian Guard was the Roman Emperor’s personal troops. The “household troops” stationed in Italy was a corps of select soldiers in the military which had been created by Augustus, and which was designed as a body guard to the Emperor.



(6)  The Praetorian Guard numbered about 10,000 men, and was given a permanent camp near one of the city gates.  It soon became a formidable power in the state and made and unmade emperors at will.


(7)  The praetorian prefect was sometimes able to concentrate much power in his hands.  Some praetorian prefects were even more powerful than the emperors they served.  Also, instead of protecting the emperor from assassination, many times the Praetorian Guards were the very ones to murder an emperor, especially during the political chaos of the Third Century.


(8)  The Praetorian Guard has become a byword for any military force which is used to prop up a ruthless regime.  There is no doubt that they performed this function in the Roman Empire.  As the main body of troops in Rome they were the emperor’s instrument to discourage plotting and rebellion and to crush unrest.  They were the emperor’s most immediate line of defense; they could also, on occasion, be his most deadly enemies.  Throughout their history the Guard was all too aware that they could make or destroy emperors as they wished.


(9)  Septimius Severus disbanded the Praetorian Guard as unreliable and seditious rebels and put his own hand-picked men in their place.  The Guard was characterized by corruption and political venality and was closed down by Constantine in 312 A. D. after their defeat at the battle of Milvian Bridge.  Constantine disbanded the Guard for good, deeming it more a dangerous nuisance than imperial protection.  In its place, he instituted the SCHOLAE PALATINAE, or palace guard.  They were organized differently and better regulated than the Praetorian Guard.

c.  The phrase “all the rest” refers to the following groups of people:


(1)  All the believers in the various churches in and around Rome.



(2)  The Senate and other government officials in and around Rome.



(3)  The servants and freemen who worked in the Emperor’s palace.


(4)  All of the people of Rome who kept up on the daily news of the city.  This would include most of the people of the city, since they had two years to learn about Paul’s case.


d.  The Jews had hoped that Paul would be “put away” quietly.  God, in His infinite sense of humor and justice, was not about to let that happen.  Instead, Paul would be made a public spectacle, Heb 10:33, “partly by being made a public spectacle through reproaches and tribulations, and partly by becoming sharers with those who were so treated.”

e.  Paul’s imprisonment in connection with Christ and his situation in Rome were well known to great and small alike in Rome.  God the Holy Spirit was permitting Paul to make his situation well known to his good friends in Philippi, who were retired Roman soldiers, many of whom had formerly served in the Praetorian Guard and would still have influence with the governmental and military leadership in Rome.

f.  From Philippi, word would spread quickly and effectively throughout Greece, then Asia Minor, and finally back to the Judaizers in Jerusalem.  What the Judaizers were trying so hard to prevent (that is, the spread of the message of the gospel throughout the Empire) had already happened and was now even worse.

g.  This statement by Paul was God’s way of telling the Judaizers and all those who wanted to silence Paul that he had not been silenced, but instead the very heart of the Roman government was being evangelized.  The entire strategy of the Judaizers had backfired.
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