Philippians 1:11



- is the nominative of explanation from the second person masculine plural perfect passive participle of the verb PLĒROW, which means:


“(1)  of persons to fill with powers, qualities, etc. Mostly use in the passive voice; in the perfect tense, meaning: have been filled, be full: with the accusative of thing Phil 1:11 cf. Col 1:9, ‘For this reason we also, from the day we heard, do not cease praying and asking on your behalf that you might be filled with the full knowledge of His will [purpose, plan] by means of all wisdom and spiritual understanding,’

(2)  to bring to completion that which was already begun, complete, finish Rom 15:19; Col 1:25; Phil 2:2; 2 Thes 1:11; 2 Cor 10:6; Gal 5:14; Rev 3:2.  Johannine usage speaks of joy that is made complete (the active in Phil 2:2) Jn 3:29; 15:11; 16:24; 17:13; 1 Jn 1:4; 2 Jn 12; 


(3)  to bring to completion an activity in which one has been involved from its beginning, complete, finish Lk 7:1; Acts 12:25; 13:25; 14:26.  Passive: be accomplished, be finished, at an end Acts 19:21; Lk 21:24.”
  The third meaning is the best meaning for this passage.

The perfect tense is a consummative perfect, which emphasizes the past, completed action of fully executing the spiritual life of the Church Age prior to the rapture of the Church.  It is translated by the English auxiliary verb “have.”

The passive voice indicates that the Church Age believer receives the action of having completed all that God requires of him by way of virtue-love prior to his resurrection and evaluation at the judgment seat of Christ.


The participle is circumstantial.
Here we have the passive voice with an accusative object.  This definitely requires explanation.  “Although it seems a bit odd to native English speakers, Greek sometimes uses an accusative with a true passive verb.  The major usage for such a structure involves the accusative of retained object.  In this instance, the accusative of thing in a double accusative person-thing construction with an active verb retains its case when the verb is put in the passive.  The accusative of person, in such instances, becomes the subject.  This use of the accusative occurs most frequently with causative verbs, though it is rare in the NT.  ‘I taught you the lesson’ becomes, with the verb converted to a passive, ‘You were taught the lesson by me.’  When the verb is transformed into a passive, the accusative of person becomes the subject, the accusative of thing is retained.  Illustrations: 1 Cor 12:13, ‘all were made to drink [of] one Spirit’  ‘All’ is the person, put in the nominative with passive verbs.  The accusative of thing, ‘one Spirit,’ is retained.  If the verb had been in the active voice, the text would be read: ‘he made all to drink of one Spirit.’  Luke 7:29, ‘the tax-collectors, having been baptized with the baptism of John;’ 2 Thes 2:15; Gal 2:7; Phil 1:11; Col 1:9; Heb 6:9.”

The object is the accusative direct object from the masculine singular noun KARPOS, meaning “result, outcome, product, fruit, production, gain, profit, or advantage” with the genitive of apposition from the feminine singular noun DIKAIOSUNĒ, meaning “righteousness.”  The genitive of apposition (also called the genitive of identity, genitive of content, genitive of definition or explanation) describes what the substantive it modifies consists of or is made of.  Our spiritual production consists of or is made of righteousness.  
“having brought to completion the production of righteousness,”
- is the accusative masculine singular of apposition from the masculine singular article, which refers back to the accusative masculine singular noun KARPOS, used as a demonstrative pronoun, meaning “which (production).”  Ellipsis demands the insertion of a verb such as EIMI, meaning “[is]” or ERCHOMAI, meaning “[comes].”  This is followed by the preposition DIA plus the ablative of agency from the masculine singular proper nouns IĒSOUS and CHRISTOS, meaning “by the agency of Jesus Christ.”  “The subject of a passive verb receives the action that is expressed by  + the genitive.  Here, the agent named is intermediate, not ultimate.”

“which [comes] by the agency of Jesus Christ”
- is the preposition EIS plus the accusative of result from the feminine singular noun DOXA with the connective conjunction KAI and the accusative masculine singular noun EPAINOS, meaning “resulting in the glory and praise, approval, recognition.”  Finally, we have the objective genitive from the masculine singular noun THEOS, meaning “of God,” who is the object of glory and praise from all of His creatures.
“resulting in the glory and praise of God.”
Phil 1:11 corrected translation
“having brought to completion the production of righteousness, which [comes] by the agency of Jesus Christ resulting in the glory and praise of God.”
Explanation:
1.  “having brought to completion the production of righteousness,”

a.  Paul’s entire sentence reads: “In fact, I pray this that your virtue-love may keep on abounding still more even to a greater degree by means of full knowledge and all discernment, with the result that you may approve after testing those things of greater value [those things that really matter], in order that you may be pure and blameless on the day of Christ, having brought to completion the production of righteousness, which [comes]  by the agency of Jesus Christ resulting in the glory and praise of God.”

b.  Paul asks God that the Philippian believers (and by extension all of us) may continue to develop virtue love (reciprocal love for God and unconditional virtuous love for all mankind) until that virtue love is brought to completion.

c.  In other words, Paul wants us to advance spiritually until we have achieved our total fulfillment of spiritual progress.

d.  The total fulfillment of spiritual progress is directly related to how much we love God and how much we apply that love in our honor, integrity, and virtue toward others.


e.  Righteousness is what we do right in the spiritual life.


f.  God’s gives us His very own righteousness as the foundation for our eternal life with Him.


g.  But God also expects us to learn, attain, and develop an experiential righteousness, which we can call spiritual capacity righteousness or the capacity to do what is right.

h.  Our experiential righteousness is what we do right in our spiritual life.

i.  The greatest thing we will ever do right in this life is to love God.  There is no greater righteousness than the spiritual capacity to love God from the Bible doctrine in our soul.


j.  The greatest righteousness we will ever have after the imputed righteousness of God is our love for God.  This love includes our personal love for God the Father, our occupation with Christ, and our fellowship with the Holy Spirit.


k.  The most right thing we will ever do is love God.


l.  Our love for God is brought to completion through learning the word of God, believing the word of God, and obeying the will of God.


m.  God the Holy Spirit brings our love of God to completion through His mentorship and teaching ministries.  The whole function of the Holy Spirit in the Church Age is to teach us about God’s love and then produce reciprocal love for God in our thinking, which then motivates our actions and how we deal with other people in unconditional virtue-love.

n.  The production of righteousness is our personal or reciprocal love for God.


o.  God the Holy Spirit brings this production of righteousness to completion through all of His ministries to us as Church Age believers.


p.  The greatest spiritual production we will ever have in life is the production of love for God.


q.  Our love for God is the ultimate and final testimony against Satan and the fallen angels.


s.  The whole purpose of human history is to prove that God can be and is loved by His creatures.


t.  The entire result of human history is the glorification and praise of God because of His fantastic love of His creatures.


u.  We are pure and blameless on the day of Christ [our evaluation after the resurrection of the Church], because God the Holy Spirit has brought to completion the production of righteousness, which is our virtue-love abounding still more even to a greater degree by means of full knowledge and all discernment.

v.  At the moment we believed in Christ, God the Father gave us His very own righteousness, because of how much He loved us.  During our spiritual life, God the Holy Spirit teaches us about God’s love, so that we can reciprocate and love God.  Once this love for God has reached a maximum in our spiritual life, we are spiritually mature believers.  Our love for God has been brought to completion.  We have been filled up with all the fullness of Christ, who loved God the Father to the maximum in His humanity and set the example for us.  Immediately after the resurrection of the Church, all of us will be evaluated by our Lord Jesus Christ as to how much we loved God the Father and how much we manifested that love by our unconditional virtuous love toward others.  Our spiritual capacity righteousness is our capacity for personal love for God and capacity for unconditional virtuous love for others.

w.  The spiritually mature believer with maximum virtue love is found to be pure and blameless on the day of evaluation and his spiritual life results in the glory and praise of God forever.
2.  “which [comes] by the agency of Jesus Christ”

a.  The production of righteousness exists or comes by the agency of Jesus Christ.  The word order “Jesus” then “Christ” emphasizes the humanity of our Lord in hypostatic union during His first advent.

b.  Our Lord set the example of what is meant for a human being to love God the Father.  Jn 14:31, “but so that the world may know that I love the Father, I do exactly as the Father commanded Me.”

c.  Our Lord’s ultimate example of personal love for God the Father was His willing obedience to go to the cross and be judged for the sins of the world as an innocent substitute for us.  God the Father loved Him because of this obedience, Jn 10:17, “For this reason the Father loves Me, because I lay down My life so that I may take it again.”

d.  Our love for God is proven by our obedience to Him, just as our Lord was obedient to Him.



(1)  Jn 14:21, “He who has My commandments and keeps them is the one who loves Me; and he who loves Me will be loved by My Father, and I will love him and will disclose Myself to him.”


(2)  Jn 14:15, “If you love Me, you will keep My commandments.”


(3)  Jn 14:23-24, “Jesus answered and said to him [Judas Iscariot], ‘If anyone loves Me, he will keep My word; and My Father will love him, and We will come to him and make Our abode with him.  He who does not love Me does not keep My words; and the word which you hear is not Mine, but the Father’s who sent Me.”

e.  God the Father loves us because we have obeyed Him by believing in the Lord Jesus Christ, Jn 16:27, “for the Father Himself loves you, because you have loved Me and have believed that I came forth from the Father.”

f.  The greatest production of righteousness by our Lord was His production of unconditional virtue-love on the cross for all mankind.

g.  That production on the cross was the production of love.


h.  Rom 5:8 explains, “But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were still sinners, Christ died [spiritually] as a substitute for us.”

i.  The greatest demonstration of the love of God for us was what our Lord did for us on the cross.

j.  But what our Lord did for us on the cross was also the greatest demonstration of our Lord’s love for God the Father.

k.  All of these principles and Paul’s teaching in Phil 1:9-11 explain our Lord’s statements in Jn 15:1-17:
Jn 15:1, “I am the true vine, and My Father is the vinedresser.”
Jn 15:2, “Every branch in Me that does not bear fruit [the reversionistic believer], He [the Father] takes away [sin unto death]; and every branch that bears fruit [mature believer], He prunes it [momentum and evidence testing] so that it may bear more fruit [virtue love].”
Jn 15:3, “You are already clean [saved] because of the word which I have spoken to you [Jn 3:16].”
Jn 15:4, “Abide in Me, and I in you.  As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself [human good] unless it abides in the vine, so neither can you unless you abide in Me [fellowship with God through the filling of the Spirit].”
Jn 15:5, “I am the vine, you are the branches; he who abides in Me and I in him [obedience to the will of our Lord], he bears much fruit [the production of righteousness], for apart from Me you can do nothing.”
Jn 15:6, “If anyone does not abide in Me [the unbeliever], he is thrown away as a branch and dries up; and they gather them, and cast them into the fire and they are burned.”
Jn 15:7, “If you abide in Me [and you do], and My words abide in you [metabolized doctrine in the soul], ask whatever you wish, and it will be done for you.”
Jn 15:8, “My Father is glorified by this, namely that you bear much fruit [the production of righteousness; that is, virtue love], and so prove to be My disciples.”  [We follow the example of our Lord’s personal love for God the Father and unconditional virtuous love for all mankind.]
Jn 15:9, “Just as the Father has loved Me, I have also loved you; abide in My love.”  [This is a command to love God personally and all mankind impersonally; that is, it is a command to execute the production of righteousness.]
Jn 15:10, “If you keep My commandments, you will abide in My love [learn and apply virtue love as your production of righteousness]; just as I have kept My Father’s commandments and abide in His love.”
Jn 15:11, “These things I have spoken to you so that My joy may be in you, and that your joy may be made full.”  [Our happiness is directly related to our production of righteousness through the use of virtue love in obedience to God’s will.]
Jn 15:12, “This is My commandment, that you love one another, just as I have loved you.”  [This is the command of virtue love.]
Jn 15:13, “Greater love has no one than this, that one lay down his life for his friends [unconditional virtuous love].”
Jn 15:14, “You are My friends [mature believer = the ‘friend of God’], if you do what I command you [the production of virtue love righteousness].”
Jn 15:15, “No longer do I call you slaves, for the slave does not know what his master is doing; but I have called you friends, for all things [about the production of virtue-love righteousness] that I have heard from My Father I have made known to you.”
Jn 15:16, “You did not choose Me but I chose you, and appointed you that you would go and bear fruit [the production of virtue-love righteousness], and that your fruit would remain [escrow blessings for time and eternity], so that whatever you ask of the Father in My name He may give to you.”
Jn 15:17, “This I command you, that you love one another.”  The execution of this command is the production of virtue-love righteousness.
3.  “resulting in the glory and praise of God.”

a.  The result of virtue-love righteousness being brought to completion is the glorification and praise of God the Father.

b.  The unbeliever cannot glorify God, Jn 5:41-44, “I do not receive glory from men [unbelievers]; but I know you, that you do not have the love of God in yourselves. [Notice that the glorification of God is related directly to personal love for God.]  I have come in My Father’s name, and you do not receive Me [they are unbelievers]; if another comes in his own name, you will receive him.  How can you believe, when you receive glory from one another and you do not seek the glory that is from the one and only God?”  The glory the unbeliever does not seek is personal love for God through faith alone in Christ alone.

c.  The glory of God is the sum total of God’s essence, which existed in eternity past.


(1)  Jn 17:5, “Now, Father, glorify Me together with Yourself, with the glory which I had with You before the world was.”


(2)  Mt 16:27, “For the Son of Man is going to come in the glory of His Father with His angels, and will then repay every man according to his deeds.”


(3)  Mk 8:38, “For whoever is ashamed of Me and My words in this adulterous and sinful generation, the Son of Man will also be ashamed of him when He comes in the glory of His Father with the holy angels.”


(4)  Lk 2:9, “And an angel of the Lord suddenly stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them; and they were terribly frightened.”


(5)  Acts 7:55, “But being full of the Holy Spirit, he gazed intently into heaven and saw the glory of God, and Jesus standing at the right hand of God;



(6)  1 Pet 5:10, “After you have suffered for a little while, the God of all grace, who called you to His eternal glory in Christ, will Himself perfect, confirm, strengthen and establish you.”

d.  Jesus Christ will return at the Second Advent and manifest this eternal glory of God forever.


(1)  Mt 24:30, “And then the sign of the Son of Man will appear in the sky, and then all the tribes of the earth will mourn, and they will see the Son of Man coming on the clouds of the sky with power and great glory.”


(2)  Mt 25:31, “But when the Son of Man comes in His glory, and all the angels with Him, then He will sit on His glorious throne.”

e.  Glory belongs to God.



(1)  Rom 11:36, “For from Him and through Him and to Him are all things.  To Him be the glory forever.  Amen.”


(2)  There are many other passages like this at the end of each epistle, such as Phil 4:20, “Now to our God and Father be the glory forever and ever.  Amen.”


(3)  1 Tim 1:17, “Now to the King eternal, immortal, invisible, the only God, be honor and glory forever and ever.  Amen.”


(4)  1 Pet 5:10, “After you have suffered for a little while, the God of all grace, who called you to His eternal glory in Christ, will Himself perfect, confirm, strengthen and establish you.”

f.  This same glory was manifest in the person of our Lord during His first advent.


(1)  Lk 9:32, “Now Peter and his companions had been overcome with sleep; but when they were fully awake, they saw His glory and the two men standing with Him.”


(2)  Jn 1:14, “And the Word became flesh, and dwelt among us, and we saw His glory, glory as of the only begotten from the Father, full of grace and truth.



(3)  Jn 2:11, “This beginning of His signs Jesus did in Cana of Galilee, and manifested His glory, and His disciples believed in Him.”

g.  God the Son was given the privilege of glorifying God the Father during the First Advent.



(1)  Jn 7:18, “He who speaks from himself seeks his own glory; but He who is seeking the glory of the One who sent Him, He is true, and there is no unrighteousness in Him.”


(2)  Rom 15:7, “Therefore, accept one another, just as Christ also accepted us to the glory of God.”


(3)  Heb 1:3, “And He is the radiance of His glory and the exact representation of His nature, and upholds all things by the word of His power.  When He had made purification of sins, He sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high,”

h.  The glory of God is also the manifestation of the love of God.


(1)  Jn 11:40, “Jesus said to her, ‘Did I not say to you that if you believe, you will see the glory (love) of God?’”


(2)  Rom 5:2, “Through Whom also we have access by means of faith into this grace in which we stand; and so let us have pride based on absolute confidence in the glory of God.”


(3)  Rom 6:4, “Therefore, we have been buried together with Him through baptism into His death, in order that as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory (love) of the Father, so also we might walk in newness of life.”


(4)  Rom 9:23, “also in order that He might reveal the riches of His glory (love) on vessels of mercy, which [vessels] He previously prepared for glory,”


(5)  2 Cor 3:18 “But we all, seeing as in a mirror the glory [love] of the Lord with an unveiled face, are being transformed into the same image from glory [love for God] to glory [love for all mankind] as it were by the Spirit of the Lord.”


(6)  Eph 3:16, “that He would grant you, according to the riches of His glory [love], to be strengthened with power through His Spirit in the inner man,


i.  God the Father gives His glory to God the Son, who in turn, gives that glory [love] to the royal family of God.



(1)  Jn 17:22, “The glory which You have given Me I have given to them, that they may be one, just as We are one;”


(2)  Jn 17:24, “Father, I desire that they also, whom You have given Me, be with Me where I am, so that they may see My glory which You have given Me, for You loved Me before the foundation of the world.”

j.  The royal family of God is given the privilege of glorifying God the Father during the Church Age and in the eternal state.


(1)  1 Cor 10:31, “Whether, then, you eat or drink or whatever you do, do all to the glory of God.”


(2)  2 Cor 1:20 “Because the ‘Yes’ [is] the so many great promises of God in Him.  For this reason also through the agency of Him the Amen [is said] to God for the purpose of glory through us.”


(3)  2 Cor 4:15, “For all things [are] for your benefit, in order that the grace which is present in abundance because of the many might cause gratitude to abound resulting in the glory of God.”


(4)  Phil 2:11, “and that every tongue will confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.”


(5)  1 Pet 1:7, “that the testing of your doctrine, [which doctrine is] more valuable than gold which is passing away but is being tested by fire, might be found to result in commendation and glory and honor at the revelation of Jesus Christ.”

k.  The glory of God is given to the royal family.



(1)  Col 1:27, “to whom God [the Father] desired to make known what is the wealth of glory with reference to this mystery among the Gentiles, which is Christ in you, the confidence of glory.”


(2)  1 Thes 2:12, “in order that you might continue to walk worthy of God [the Lord Jesus Christ], who called you into His own kingdom and glory.”


(3)  2 Thes 2:14, “for which purpose He called you through our gospel to gain the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ.”
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