John 1:1
Matthew 9:15



 is the continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “And,” followed by the third person singular aorist active indicative from the verb EIPON, which means “to say: said.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the action in its entirety as a fact.


The active voice indicates that Jesus produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the dative indirect object from the third person masculine plural personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “to them” and referring to the disciples of John the Baptist.  This is followed by the nominative subject from the masculine singular article and proper noun IĒSOUS, meaning “Jesus.”

“And Jesus said to them,”
 is the negative adverb MĒ, meaning “not” plus the third person plural present deponent middle/passive indicative of the verb DUNAMAI, which means “to be able.”  This negative plus the interrogative indicative demands a ‘No’ answer to the question.


The present tense is a static and aoristic present, which describes the currently permanent state of being as a fact.


The deponent middle/passive voice is middle/passive in form but active in meaning with the subject (the sons of the wedding hall = the bridegroom’s attendants) producing the action.


The indicative mood is an interrogative indicative, which is used in questions that can be answered by providing factual information.

Next we have the nominative subject from the masculine plural article and noun HUIOS with the genitive of identity from the masculine singular article and noun NUMPHWN, which means literally “the sons of the wedding hall” or “the sons of the bridal chamber.”  This actually refers to “the bridegroom’s attendants,” that is, the friends of the groom.  “The bridegroom’s attendants are that group of the wedding guests who stood closest to the groom and played an essential part in the wedding ceremony Mt 9:15; Mk 2:19; Lk 5:34.”
  Then we have the present active infinitive from the verb PENTHEW, which means “to mourn.”


The present tense is a static and aorist present (see above).


The active voice indicates that the friends of the groom produce the action.


The infinitive is a complementary infinitive, which is always found after verbs of ability, especially DUNAMAI.

This is followed by the preposition EPI plus the accusative of measure of extent of time from the masculine singular relative pronoun HOSOS, meaning “for as long as” or simply “as long as.”
  Then we have the preposition META plus the genitive of association from the third person masculine plural personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “with them.”  Next we have the third person singular present active indicative of the verb EIMI, meaning “to be: is.”


The present tense is an aoristic present, which describes the state of being as a fact.


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the action in its entirety as a fact.


The active voice indicates that the bridegroom produces the state of being with them.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

This is followed by the nominative subject from the masculine singular article and noun NUMPHIOS, which means “the bridegroom.”

“‘The bridegroom’s attendants are not able to mourn as long as the bridegroom is with them;”
 is the adversative use of the postpositive conjunction DE, meaning “however” with the third person plural future deponent middle indicative of the verb ERCHOMAI, which means “to come: will come.”


The future tense is a predictive future, which affirms what will take place.


The deponent middle voice is middle in form but active in meaning with the subject (the days) producing the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Next we have the nominative subject from the feminine plural noun HĒMERA, which means “the days.”  This is followed by the temporal adverb HOTAN, meaning “when.”  Then we have the third person singular aorist passive subjunctive from the verb APAIRW, which means “to be taken away.”


The aorist tense is a futuristic aorist, which views the action in its entirety as a fact.  This can be translated by use of the English auxiliary verb “will.”


The passive voice indicates that the days receive the action of being taken away.


The subjunctive mood is used after a temporal conjunction or adverb in temporal clauses to indicate the indefinite time of the occurrence.

Then we have the preposition APO plus the ablative of separation from the third person masculine plural personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “from them” and referring to the friends of the groom.  Next we have the nominative subject from the masculine singular article and noun NUMPHIOS, meaning “the bridegroom.”

“however, the days will come when the bridegroom will be taken away from them,”
 is the continuative use of the conjunction KAI plus the temporal conjunction TOTE, meaning “and then.”  Finally, we have the third person plural future active indicative of the verb NĒSTEUW, which means “to fast: they will fast.”


The future tense is a predictive future, which affirms what will take place.


The active voice indicates that the bridegroom’s attendants will produce the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

“and then they will fast.”
Mt 9:15 corrected translation
“And Jesus said to them, ‘The bridegroom’s attendants are not able to mourn as long as the bridegroom is with them; however, the days will come when the bridegroom will be taken away from them, and then they will fast.”
Explanation:
1.  “And Jesus said to them,”

a.  Matthew continues the story of the disciples of John and the scribes and Pharisees questioning why the disciples of Jesus don’t fast by noting Jesus’ answer to their question.


b.  Note that the answer is not critical, harsh, authoritative, or antagonistic in any way to those asking the question.  The question was posed without any hostility and the answer is given without any hostility.  The disciples of John are sincerely asking for clarification and Jesus gives them a sincere and honest answer.  The scribes and Pharisees may have had bitterness and antagonism as a motive in asking this question, but it is really the disciples of John who ask the question and there is no indication that they do so as ‘rivals’ to the disciples of Jesus.  John the Baptist has taught them better than that.

2.  “‘The bridegroom’s attendants are not able to mourn as long as the bridegroom is with them;”

a.  The bridegroom in this metaphor is the Lord Jesus Christ.  He is the groom and we know from other New Testament Scriptures that the Church is the bride of Christ.


b.  The bridegroom’s attendants or “best men” are the believers of the Jewish Age: Old Testament believers and Tribulational martyrs.  They are the friends of the Groom.  John the Baptist explained this in Jn 3:29 as himself being a friend of the groom.  Tribulational believers who survive the Tribulation and those born in the thousand year reign of Christ who believe in Him are also the friends of the bride.

c.  The specific attendants of the Groom in this analogy are the disciples of Jesus.  They are not able to mourn as long as Jesus is alive and with them.  Therefore, since they cannot mourn while He is with them, neither can they fast; for fasting was often done as a sign of mourning for past failures of Israel to believer in their coming Messiah.  Jesus is no longer the ‘coming’ Messiah for whom the Jews mourn for in their longing for His coming.  Jesus is now present with them.  Therefore, there is only cause for rejoicing, which precludes fasting.

3.  “however, the days will come when the bridegroom will be taken away from them,”

a.  In contrast to the Messiah being with them now, and therefore, no cause for mourning or fasting, the days/time will come with the arrest of Christ, when He will be taken away from the disciples.


b.  When the arrest of Christ occurs and He is no longer with them, then there will be a time for fasting and mourning for the return of the Messiah.  Therefore, these “days” will be the three days of Jesus’ burial.  During these days the Lord has been taken from the attendants of the Groom and the disciples will long for Him.

4.  “and then they will fast.”

a.  Jesus concludes this part of His answer with the dogmatic fact that believers will fast as a sign of mourning the loss of the Messiah, when He is taken away from them.


b.  How does this relate to the Church Age?  Believers definitely do fast during the Church Age and will do so during the Tribulation.  There will be no fasting in the millennial reign of Christ; for He is forever present with us.  There will also be no fasting in the eternal state.  The fasting of believers now is mentioned in:



(1)  Mt 6:16-18, “Now whenever you fast, do not become like the gloomy hypocrites; for they render their face unrecognizable, in order that they may be seen by men, while fasting.  Truly I say to you, they have their reward in full.  However, you, while you are fasting, anoint your head and wash your face, in order that you may not be seen by men [to be] fasting, but by your Father, who [is] in secret; and your Father, who sees in secret, will reward you.”



(2)  Acts 13:2-3, “Now, while they were serving the Lord and fasting, the Holy Spirit said, ‘Therefore, set apart for Me Barnabas and Saul for the work which I have called them.’  Then, after fasting and praying and laying their hands on them, they sent [them] away.”



(3)  Acts 14:23, “Then after appointing elders for them in every church, having prayed with fasting, they entrusted them for safekeeping to the Lord in Whom they had believed.”

5.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “Jesus answered that the kingdom is like a great feast, in this case a wedding banquet.  Since the King was now present, it was inappropriate for Him or His disciples to fast.  At a wedding, people are happy and are eating, not mourning or fasting.  Jesus did, however, anticipate His rejection for He added that a time would come when the bridegroom would be taken away.”


b.  “Jesus’ prime answer incorporating the wedding imagery helps us identify the problem. Just as a wedding marks the beginning of a completely new phase in life, what the Pharisees and John’s disciples had not realized was that Jesus’ ministry marked the beginning of a new phase in God’s dealings with man.”


c.  “A wedding is a time of joy, not of asceticism.  That Jesus saw His ministry in this light may reflect the idea of the Messianic banquet, already anticipated in his table-fellowship with sinners.  Compare Mt 25:1ff for Jesus as the bridegroom, the one who is the center and cause of the joy of His disciples.  John’s disciples had lost their ‘bridegroom’, who was already in prison (Mt 4:12), so they had reason to mourn.  The same would be true one day for Jesus’ disciples.  While the saying need mean no more than that Jesus will not always be present, taken away suggests a violent end, and the beginnings of official opposition in this chapter would give an early intimation of this eventual outcome.”


d.  “Jesus’ reply is that He is the ‘bridegroom’ who is ‘with them’.  The bridegroom was a key Jewish metaphor for God (Hos 2:16–23).  This intimation of Jesus’ divinity further connects this passage to the previous three miracles.  Jesus’ disciples may also recall John the Baptist’s own use of the metaphor for Jesus (Jn 3:29, “He who has the bride is the bridegroom; but the friend of the bridegroom, who stands and hears him, rejoices greatly because of the bridegroom’s voice. So this joy of mine has been made full.”).  The ‘guests’ (literally, sons—in the Hebraic sense of companions) refer to Jesus’ followers.  Apairō (to take from) seems to imply a violent removal, and foreshadowing Jesus’ crucifixion.  Then fasting and mourning will be appropriate, even if short-lived.”


e.  “Jesus countered their question with one of His own.  His question looks for a negative answer, and the negative along with the verb can points to a complete impossibility.  The bridegroom’s attendants cannot be fasting while the feasting is at its height!  The expression wedding guests (more literally ‘the sons of the bridal hall’) refers particularly to ‘that group of the wedding guests who stood closest to the groom and played an essential part in the wedding ceremony’ (BAGD).  These people are necessarily preoccupied with the marriage; that is why they are there, and such practices as mourning are far from their minds.  As long as is necessary because a wedding feast could go on for several days, but Jesus does not say ‘as long as the festivities go on’ but as long as the bridegroom is with them; He concentrates on the presence of the bridegroom.  The bridegroom (Mt 25:1, 5–6, 10; 22:2, and developed toward the close of Revelation) carries on the same imagery, and, of course, John the Baptist spoke of himself as ‘the best man’ and Jesus as ‘the bridegroom’ (Jn 3:29).  Mourn points to an activity proper at a funeral (and other sad occasions), but not at a wedding.  The Pharisees and the disciples of John had not recognized that Jesus was the messianic Bridegroom.  But joy in the presence of the bridegroom is not the whole story.  Jesus points to a future time when the bridegroom is taken away.  There can be no doubt that by the bridegroom He means Himself, nor that is taken away refers to His death.  This is not part of the marriage imagery but an alien element, and it shows us that from quite early in His ministry Jesus faced the fact that it would end in rejection and death.  John the Baptist had been put into prison and opposition to Jesus was growing, so it is not surprising that He should think of His death.  When the bridegroom is no longer with them the disciples will fast.  Jesus does not command them to fast; he simply prophesies that they will.”
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