John 1:1
Matthew 8:30



 is the transitional use of the postpositive conjunction DE, meaning “Now.”  With this we have the third person singular imperfect active indicative from the verb EIMI plus the nominative feminine singular present passive participle of the verb BOSKW (at the end of the verse) to form a periphrastic construction (the combination of two verb forms to express a single verbal idea).  EIMI means “to be: was” and BOSKW, means “to feed: feeding.”


The imperfect and present tenses combine to describe a continuous action in the past.


The active voice indicates that the herd of swine was producing the action.


The indicative mood and participle combine to describe a fact.

Then we have the adverb of place MAKRAN, meaning “far away; at a distance; far off.”  This is followed by the preposition APO plus the ablative of separation from the third person masculine plural personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “from them.”

“Now at a distance from them. . .was feeding.”
 is the nominative subject from the feminine singular noun AGELĒ, meaning “a herd.”  With this we have the genitive of identity or descriptive genitive from the masculine plural noun CHOIROS and the adjective POLUS, meaning “of many swine.”

“a herd of many swine”
Mt 8:30 corrected translation
“Now at a distance from them a herd of many swine was feeding.”
Mk 5:11, “Now there was there on the hill a large herd of pigs being fed.”

Mk 5:13, “the unclean spirits entered into the pigs; and the herd rushed down the steep bank into the lake, about two thousand.”

Lk 8:32a, “Now a large herd of swine were feeding there on the hill;”
Explanation:
1.  “Now at a distance from them”

a.  Matthew continues the story by introducing a side note or a parenthetical aside containing background information in a story.  DE is typically used in narrative to introduce this kind of ‘background’ information.  In a Greek drama, the narrator of the story would step on stage and provide this information.


b.  Off in the distance there is a herd of pigs feeding.  We don’t know how far away the pigs were, and because the exact distance is not given, this information is not critical.  Thus, it is useless to speculate.  All we can be certain of is that the pigs weren’t close to them, but they weren’t so far away you could not tell they were pigs.


c.  The demons knew exactly where these pigs were; for they probably saw them all the time.  And we can surmise that though having the chance to indwell the pigs, they preferred to indwell the humans.

2.  “a herd of many swine was feeding.”

a.  How many is ‘many’?  Mark says there were about 2000 pigs.  There are a lot of demons and a lot of pigs.


b.  The pigs were minding their own business and doing what animals do—finding something to eat.  They weren’t bothering anyone, and did nothing to deserve what was about to happen to them.


c.  Jesus knew what was about to happen and the demons knew what they wanted to have happen, but the pigs were clueless as to what was about to befall them.

3.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “Matthew does not mention the dialogue of Mk 5:8–10, but goes straight to the main point, the exorcism itself.  The swine, however, still feature prominently, for it is their behavior which emphasizes the spectacular nature of the exorcism, as does also perhaps Matthew’s addition that they were at some distance away.”


b.  “Matthew pauses to set the scene.  He speaks of some pigs some distance from them all.  There is no indication of how far off they were, but clearly they were not close.  Matthew tells us that there were many pigs in the herd; we are to think of no small number.  Feeding indicates a normal, peaceful occupation.  There was nothing to indicate imminent trouble from the animals.”


c.  “We need not assume that the country was altogether Gentile, and that, therefore, the owners of these hogs were Gentile.  The eastern shore of the lake belonged to the tetrarchy of Philip and was part of Jewish land.  Jesus was operating in Jewish territory.”
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