John 1:1
Matthew 8:27



 is the transitional use of the postpositive conjunction DE, meaning “Now.”  With this we have the nominative subject from the masculine plural article and noun ANTHRWPOS, meaning “the men.”  Next we have the third person plural aorist active indicative from the verb THAUMAZW, which means “to wonder, marvel, to be astonished or amazed.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the action in its entirety as a fact.


The active voice indicates that the disciples produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

This is followed by the nominative masculine plural present active participle of the verb LEGW, which means “to say: saying.”


The present tense is a descriptive present of what occurred at that moment.


The active voice indicates that the disciples produced the action.


The participle is circumstantial.

“Now the men were amazed, saying,”
 is the predicate nominative from the masculine singular interrogative adjective POTAPOS, which means “what sort of” or “what kind of.”
  The word “[man]” is not found in the Greek text, because it is so strongly implied from the masculine singulars in the adjective and demonstrative pronoun.  Then we have the third person singular present active indicative from the verb EIMI, which means “to be: is.”


The present tense is a gnomic and aoristic present for a static state of being.


The active voice indicates that ‘this man’ produces the state of being of a certain sort.


The indicative mood is an interrogative indicative, which is used in questions that can be answered by providing factual information.

Then we have the nominative subject from the masculine singular demonstrative pronoun HOUTOS, meaning “this (man).”

“‘What kind of [man] is this,”
 is the explanatory use of the conjunction HOTI, meaning “that,” followed by the ascensive or adverbial use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “even.”  Then we have the nominative subject from the masculine plural article and noun ANEMOS with the additive use of the conjunction KAI plus the nominative subject from the feminine singular article and noun THALASSA, meaning “the winds and the sea.”  This is followed by the dative direct object from the third person masculine singular personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “Him” and referring to Jesus.  Finally, we have the third person plural present active indicative from the verb HUPAKOUW, which means “to listen to; to obey.”


The present tense is descriptive and aoristic present, which emphasizes the fact of what has just now occurred


The active voice indicates that the winds and sea produce the action.


The indicative mood is an interrogative indicative, which is used in questions that can be answered by providing factual information.

“that even the winds and the sea obey Him?’”
Mt 8:27 corrected translation
“Now the men were amazed, saying, ‘What kind of [man] is this, that even the winds and the sea obey Him?’”
Explanation:
1.  “Now the men were amazed, saying,”

a.  Matthew continues the story of the miracle on the lake with the reaction of the disciples in the boat(s) to what has just happened with the instant and complete calming of the storm.


b.  These men were amazed, astounded, astonished, full of wonder, and marveled at what they had just witnessed.  And who wouldn’t be at seeing a storm completely and totally stopped, as if someone had flipped on a light switch?


c.  However, these men were not speechless.  They couldn’t help but talk to each other about what they had just witnessed.  Notice that they do not address Jesus, but each other.  And they probably waited until He laid back down and went back to sleep before whispering to each other.  The following comment is not the sort of thing that is said to another person’s face.  Had Jesus heard what they said, He probably would have had an answer for them.

2.  “‘What kind of [man] is this,”

a.  The disciples wonder to one another what kind of man, person, individual Jesus is.  How many kinds of men, people, individuals are there?  The implication is that Jesus is the kind of man beyond normal men.  He is some other kind of man beyond being a normal human.


b.  And indeed He is.  They have witnessed a function of the deity of Jesus as the God-man, proving that He is the Messiah—God living among men as a man.


c.  It was necessary for Jesus to prove that He was both God and man combined in one person, in order to prove that He was the Messiah.  Therefore, at certain times throughout His public ministry He had to prove that He was both God and man combined.  He did so in three ways: through His teaching (like no other man); through His miracles of healing; and through His miracles over nature.  Here in this story we have His second miracle over nature.  The first was in turning water into wine at the wedding feast.


d.  The disciples knew that Jesus was the Messiah; for they said so after first meeting Him and spending the day with Him, and after John the Baptist identified Him as such.  But they still didn’t make the connection that He was the God-man, that is, God incarnate even though they had seen countless healings in Capernaum just prior to this event, and had heard His spectacular teaching in the sermon on the mount.  However, the disciple John, who was definitely in this boat would make the connection and write about it in detail in His gospel many years later. 

3.  “that even the winds and the sea obey Him?’”

a.  The disciples then state the basis of their wondering, amazement, etc.  They are amazed that Jesus has complete control over nature, even the forces of nature that are uncontrollable by all normal humans.


b.  Jesus can merely speak and the forces of nature obey Him instantly, just as He can merely speak and the forces of disease and illness obey Him immediately.  Jesus has complete control of the micro universe and the macro universe.  He has complete authority over all the seen and the unseen.  There is nothing that He does not command and control.


c.  If ever there was proof that the disciples were face to face with the Creator of the universe, this was one of those proofs.  And if the winds and the sea obey Him, how much more should we obey Him as the subjects of His creation?

4.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “They were amazed at the supernatural character of the One whose rebuke was sufficient to bring nature into perfect peace.  This the Messiah will do when He institutes His kingdom, as He did when He revealed Himself to His disciples.”


b.  “His action in instantaneously stilling the storm was a clear display of the Creator’s powers.  This explains why the disciples ‘feared exceedingly’ (Mk 4:41) after He stilled the storm; for they recognized the significance of His act.”


c.  “This authority is recognized by the men.  In the Old Testament it was a mark of the sovereignty of God Himself that the sea obeyed his orders (Job 38:8–11; Ps 65:5–8; 89:8–9; etc.); a passage like Ps 107:23–32 must surely have been in Matthew’s mind as he narrated this story and recorded the response of amazed recognition.  He does not draw out the implication explicitly, but in the light of the Old Testament passages above it is clearly revolutionary.  Jesus is being progressively revealed as the Messiah—and more.”


d.  “Astoundingly, Jesus has demonstrated the identical sovereignty over wind and waves attributed to Yahweh in the Old Testament (Jonah 1–2; Ps 104:7).  Such power can do far more than just heal sickness.  Miracles over ‘nature’ remain much rarer in Jewish and Christian history.  Quite understandably, the disciples wonder aloud about the identity of the man, bringing the narrative to its Christological climax.  Jesus’ nature miracles in general (and rescue miracles in particular) should lead men and women to worship.  The disciples’ fear (Mk 4:41; Lk 8:25), which could imply terror and/or awe, is entirely compatible with their amazement here.  There are implications for discipleship here, to be sure; we must turn to Jesus as the one to trust in all circumstances of life.  But the focus of this passage remains squarely Christological—on who Christ is, not on what He will do for us.  One who has this kind of power can be no less than God Himself, worthy of worship, irrespective of when and how He chooses to use that power in our lives.  Sometimes He leaves storms unstilled for good and godly ends (2 Cor 12:7–8).”


e.  “The men means the men in the boat at that time.  The men stand over against the One whom the winds and the sea obey.  Matthew certainly contrasts the majesty of Jesus with the powerlessness of His followers.  Those in the boat were in no doubt that a mighty miracle had taken place.  Some of them were familiar with the sea of Galilee and its moods, and they knew that this was not the way this stretch of water behaved.”


f.  “Who except God can make the raging winds and sea obey at a word?”

� Arndt, Danker, Bauer & Gingrich, (2000). A Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament and other early Christian literature (3rd ed., p. 444). Chicago: University of Chicago Press.


� BDAG, p. 856.


� BDAG, p. 1028.


� Barbieri, L. A., Jr. (1985). Matthew. The Bible Knowledge Commentary: An Exposition of the Scriptures (Vol. 2, p. 39). Wheaton, IL: Victor Books.


� Mills, M. S. (1999). The Life of Christ: A Study Guide to the Gospel Record (Mt 8:23–Lk 8:25). Dallas, TX: 3E Ministries.


� France, R. T. (1985). Matthew: an introduction and commentary (Vol. 1, p. 166). Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press.


� Blomberg, C. (1992). Matthew (Vol. 22, p. 150). Nashville: Broadman & Holman Publishers.


� Morris, L. (1992). The Gospel According to Matthew (p. 207). Grand Rapids, MI; Leicester, England: W.B. Eerdmans; Inter-Varsity Press.


� Lenski, p. 350.





2
4

