John 1:1
Matthew 8:24



 is the continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “And,” followed by the particle of attention IDOU, meaning “behold; notice.”  Then we have the predicate nominative from the masculine singular noun SEISMOS and the adjective MEGAS, meaning “a great storm.”  Next we have the third person singular aorist deponent middle indicative from the verb GINOMAI, which means “to occur, take place, or happen.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the action in its entirety as a fact.


The deponent middle voice is middle in form but active in meaning with the subject (a great storm) producing the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

This is followed by the preposition EN plus the locative of place from the feminine singular article and noun THALASSA, meaning “on the lake.”

“And notice, there occurred a great storm on the lake,”
 is the conjunction of result HWSTE, which means “with the result that.”  Next we have the accusative direct object from the neuter singular article and noun PLOION, meaning “the boat.”  With this we have the present passive infinitive of the verb KALUPTW, which means “to be covered.”


The present tense is a historical present, which describes the past action as though occurring right now for the sake of vividness or liveliness in the narrative.  It is translated by the English past tense.


The passive voice indicates that the boat received the action of being covered by the waves.


The infinitive is an infinitive of result.

Next we have the preposition HUPO plus the ablative of agency from the neuter plural article and noun KUMA, meaning “by the waves.” 

“with the result that the boat was being covered by the waves;”
 is the adversative use of the postpositive conjunction DE, meaning “however.”  With this we have the nominative subject from the masculine singular personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “He.”  Finally, we have the third person singular imperfect active indicative from the verb KATHEUDW, which means “to sleep; to be asleep.”


The imperfect tense is a descriptive imperfect of duration, indicates the continuation of a past action.  It can be translated “kept on sleeping.”


The active voice indicates that Jesus produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

“however, He kept on sleeping.”
Mt 8:24 corrected translation
“And notice, there occurred a great storm on the lake, with the result that the boat was being covered by the waves; however, He kept on sleeping.”
Mk 4:38a, “He was in the stern on a cushion, sleeping;”
Explanation:
1.  “And notice, there occurred a great storm on the lake,”

a.  Matthew continues the story by carefully drawing our attention to what happened next.  The Greek word IDOU is an attention getting device, similar to a professor in college saying, ‘Pay attention.  This will be on the test.’


b.  Matthew then tells us that a SEISMOS occurred on the lake.  And this wasn’t just any old SEISMOS, but a great, huge, enormous, large, etc. SEISMOS.  This word is used to describe earthquakes throughout the New Testament, but here it describes a hurricane type storm.  This storm was not just a little rocking and rolling, but the kind of storm that sinks small fishing boats holding a dozen or so men.  For those of you who have not experienced an earthquake (I have experienced several, living in California from 1982-2015), the earth rolls like waves coming at you one after another.  The land actually moves up and down like a wave lifting you up and then pulling you down.  The earthquake waves come at you in waves.  It is amazing to be sitting on a hill top (as I was) and watch the wave of an earthquake come at you from a distance and pass by, lifting you up and letting you down as each wave of ground passes by.  Earthquakes are not all just shaking.


c.  This storm ‘came out of nowhere’.  The professional fishermen never saw it coming; otherwise, they would have advised Jesus to delay their departure.  Did Jesus know it was coming?  Perhaps.  But He could not use His deity to provide for or help Himself.  None of the gospel accounts give us any information to suggest that He knew the storm was coming.  Therefore, we cannot just make that assumption.


d.  The position of the lake with the high hills surrounding is a natural typography for sudden, violent storms.  I experienced being in a storm similar to this on Long Lake in Michigan as a teenager with my uncle and cousin.  The wind was fierce, the waves were white caps, the engine had quit, and we were paddling like mad to keep from crashing into the rocks.  We made it safely to a boat dock, but the experience was unforgettable.  I always remember that experience, when I read this story.  I’m sure the disciples never forgot it.

2.  “with the result that the boat was being covered by the waves;”

a.  The waves were so tall that they were breaking over the front and sides of the boat.  The same would have been happening to the other boats.


b.  Mk 4:37, “And a fierce gale of wind arose, and the waves were breaking over the boat, with the result that the boat was already being filled.”  Lk 8:23, “Now while they were sailing along, He fell asleep; and a hurricane-like wind descended on the lake, and they were being swamped and were in danger.”


c.  Since the waves were covering the boat, the waves were also knocking the disciples around like bowling pins.  All they could do was duck down as low as they could get to avoid being knocked overboard.  All of them were soaking wet, and probably very cold.  They likely dropped the sail and were pretty much at the mercy of the winds and waves pushing them.  They probably couldn’t control the rudder, because of the pounding waves.  They were out of control and things kept getting worse.  These professional fishermen had lost complete control of their boat.  They were overwhelmed and they knew it.  They were in a helpless situation.

3.  “however, He kept on sleeping.”

a.  In contrast to the disciples’ actions, Jesus had gone to sleep as soon as they left the shore.  He was tired after teaching all day.  He had been and kept on sleeping through the storm.


b.  Notice that the Lord was not awakened by the shaking of the boat from the pounding of the waves or by being splashed with water over and over again (perhaps He had a tarp over Him or some other covering).  None of the actions of the storm or the sound of the disciples’ voices telling each other what to do (lower the sail, try to hold the rudder, throw the anchors out, and other commands) woke Jesus.  He just kept right on sleeping as the storm raged on.

4.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “The Sea of Galilee is about thirteen miles long and eight miles wide.  It was not unusual for violent storms suddenly to sweep across the water.  Jesus undoubtedly knew the storm was coming [an assumption], and certainly could have prevented it.  But He permitted it that He might teach His disciples some lessons.  The storm came because they obeyed the Lord, and not because (like Jonah) they disobeyed Him.  Jesus was asleep because He rested confidently in the will of His Father.”


b.  “Jesus would have set sail from Capernaum to Gergesa, a voyage that would normally take two to three hours.  After all that Jesus had already been through, it is not surprising that He slept, and that His disciples chose not to disturb His exhausted sleep.  This detail gives us a glimpse of Jesus’ humanity.  The topography around Galilee spawns storms rapidly; this clearly is what caught the disciples’ boat as it plied across the lake.  Many of the disciples were experienced sailors who knew these waters well, so we can be sure their distress was well-founded and their danger real when they woke Jesus.”


c.  “The lake is notorious for sudden, violent squalls.  That Jesus was none the less asleep, even on a voyage which would normally take only an hour or two, certainly indicates that He like other men could be exhausted by constant activity; the contrast with the disciples’ anxiety underlines His calm control of the situation.”


d.  “As commonly happened, a sudden squall arises on the Sea of Galilee.  This seems to be no ordinary storm but one in which Satan is attacking [an assumption, but not impossible].  The boat is in danger of being swamped, and lives are at risk.  Amazingly, Jesus remains so calm that He continues to sleep.”


e.  “And look is Matthew’s characteristic way of making it all vivid.  Matthew’s word for storm is unusual; it more commonly refers to an earthquake or the like (the addition in the sea makes it clear that a storm is meant). It is a vivid word and, reinforced with great, brings out the magnitude of the turbulence.  Luke calls this sheet of water a ‘lake,’ but Matthew always refers to it as a sea. [Luke was far more acquainted with correct nautical terms than Matthew, because of Luke’s many sea voyages with Paul.]  It is about 700 feet below sea level, and the winds sweep down through the steep ravines that run into it to whip up tumultuous and sudden storms.  On this occasion the storm was such that the boat was covered by the waves.  The meaning is that when the boat was in the trough between the waves, those waves towered over it, completely concealing it from view.  But [DE = ‘however’] has adversative force and introduces what is contrary to what might have been expected.  And it is certainly surprising that in a storm of the magnitude of that described by Matthew anyone could stay asleep.  But Jesus had had a very heavy day with healing and teaching, and dealing with potential disciples.  Wearied as He was with all His labor, He fell asleep and remained asleep despite the magnitude of the storm.”


f.  “The roaring winds and the waves and the commotion of the disciples trying to save the boat and themselves never disturbed Jesus in the least.  Astounding indeed!  The storm was brought about in the providence of God, in whose hand are all the forces of nature.  The peaceful sleep of Jesus is due to the total absence of fear in His heart and to His absolute trust in His Father’s care.”
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