John 1:1
Matthew 8:12



 is the adversative use of the postpositive conjunction DE, meaning “however” plus the nominative subject from the masculine plural article and noun HUIOS with the genitive of identity from the feminine singular article and noun BASILEIA, meaning “the sons of the kingdom.”

“however, the sons of the kingdom”
 is the third person plural future passive indicative from the verb EKBALLW, which means “to be thrown out; to be cast out.”


The future tense is a predictive future, which affirms what will take place.


The passive voice indicates that the sons of the kingdom will receive the action of being thrown out.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact.

Next we have the preposition EIS plus the accusative of place from the neuter singular article and noun SKOTOS plus the article and adjective EXWTEROS, which means “into extreme darkness.”

“will be cast out into extreme darkness;”
 is the adverb of place EKEI, which means “there; in that place.”  Then we have the third person singular future deponent middle indicative from the verb EIMI, which means “to be: there will be.”


The future tense is a predictive future, which affirms what will take place.


The deponent middle voice is middle in form but active in meaning with the subject (‘there’) producing the action.

Then we have the predicate nominative from the masculine singular article and noun KLAUTHMOS, meaning “weeping” with an additive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the nominative subject from the masculine singular article and noun BRUGMOS, which means “gnashing” or “grinding.”  Finally, we have the objective genitive from the masculine plural article and noun ODOUS, meaning “of teeth.”

“in that place there will be weeping and grinding of teeth.’”
Mt 8:12 corrected translation
“however, the sons of the kingdom will be cast out into extreme darkness; in that place there will be weeping and grinding of teeth.’”
Explanation:
1.  “however, the sons of the kingdom”

a.  Jesus continues his speech to those following Him by contrasting the Gentiles with faith like this centurion with the Jewish unbelievers of the past, present and future generations.


b.  The phrase “the sons of the kingdom” is clearly a reference to Jews.  They are “sons” of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, but not believers in the God of Israel.  They are the sons of Esau and Ishmael, and all Jews, who have the genes of Abraham but not the faith of Abraham.


c.  The phrase “of the kingdom” (note the singular) identifies them with the spiritual and millennial kingdom on earth.  They are supposed to inherit the kingdom, but they reject the physical kingdom by their rejection of the spiritual kingdom.  They are supposed to be in the millennial kingdom on earth, but have rejected Jesus as their King.  In rejecting the true King, they reject the kingdom.

2.  “will be cast out into extreme darkness;”

a.  Jesus then mentions the consequences of their rejection of Him and His kingdom.  They will be cast out into extreme darkness.  This is supernatural darkness of the compartment of Hades into which they are cast as the judgment of the baptism of fire.  At the second advent of Christ all Jewish unbelievers are cast into a compartment of Hades (Torments) in which there is extreme darkness, such that no light can penetrate that darkness.  This same supernatural darkness is mentioned in 2 Pet 2:4 as the chains of darkness for the fallen angels of Gen 6, “For if God [Jesus Christ] did not spare the angels when they sinned, but imprisoned [them] in Tartarus with chains of darkness, He will deliver over those being preserved for judgment;”  The fallen angels are imprisoned in Tartarus, another compartment of Hades, while the unbelievers of history are in Torments in their own chains of darkness.


b.  This same place of punishment is mentioned in 2 Pet 2:17, “These [false teachers] are waterless fountains and mists being driven by a hurricane for whom the gloom of darkness has been reserved.”


c.  Mt 22:13, “Then the king said to the servants, ‘Bind him hand and foot, and throw him into the outer darkness; in that place there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.’”


d.  All unbelievers will remain in this compartment of Hades until their ‘resurrection’ and last judgment before the Great White Throne of Jesus at the end of history prior to being cast into the eternal lake of fire.  They go from chains of extreme darkness and fire to the lake of fire.


e.  Being in extreme darkness indicates that there is no way of escape.  They cannot find their way out.  Whether or not unbelievers can communicate with each other in any way is unlikely, since everyone will spend eternity alone with his own misery; which is why the lake of fire is also eternally dark so you can’t even see anyone else), but the implications of being in extreme darkness seem to indicate that they are alone with the eternal thought, “Why didn’t I believe in Christ?”

3.  “in that place there will be weeping and grinding of teeth.’”

a.  This extreme darkness is identified as “a place.”  It is a real place, not a metaphorical place.  It is a real place where no light exists.  Justifiably, these unbelievers rejected Jesus Christ, the Light of the World, and now they will spend the rest of their time before their last judgment in a place of no light.


b.   This ‘place’ is a compartment of Hades, known to us as ‘Torments’ from Jesus’ story of Lazarus and the rich man, Lk 16:23, “And in Hades, after lifting up his eyes, being in torments, he sees Abraham from faraway and Lazarus near his breasts.”  This place is described as a place of weeping/crying and grinding/gnashing of teeth.  The weeping and grinding describe the eternal frustration of knowing that they could have believed in Jesus so easily, but refused to do so.  They are certainly in relentless physical pain, but more importantly they are in eternal anguish and torment mentally, because they rejected the unconditional love of God that tried to save them from this horrible state of being.  Their misery is total and unending.  There is no relief.  And they also are faced with the fact that they are also going to an even worse place—the eternal lake of fire—and there is nothing they can do but await their future fate-worse-than-death in total agony.

c.  This is also mentioned in Mt 22:13 just cited above and Mt 13:41-42, “The Son of Man will send forth His angels, and they will gather out of His kingdom all stumbling blocks, and those who commit lawlessness, and will throw them into the furnace of fire; in that place there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.”  Notice that Torments is also a place of ‘fire’.  The light from that fire cannot penetrate the extreme darkness of this ‘resting’ place, while they await the last judgment.  Rev 20:11-15, “And then I saw a great white throne and the One sitting on it, from Whose presence the earth and heaven vanished.  Consequently, no inhabitable place was found for them.  And then I saw the dead, the great and the insignificant, standing before the throne.  And then books were opened.  And then another book was opened, which is [the book] of life.  And then the dead were judged on the basis of the things which had been written in the books according to their works.  And then the sea gave up the dead which [were] in it; also death and Hades gave up the dead which [were] in them [this is the ‘resurrection’ of all unbelievers from the ‘torments’ compartment of Hades].  And then they were judged, each one, on the basis of their works.  And then death and Hades were thrown into the lake of fire.  This is the second death, the lake of fire.  And if anyone was not found having been written in the book of life, he was thrown into the lake of fire.”

4.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “The affront to Jewish exclusivism in verse 11 was pointed enough.  Now the shocking converse is presented: even Jews themselves are not assured of a place at the Messianic banquet.  Sons of the kingdom means those to whom the kingdom belongs by right, its heirs by birth.  It was the current belief that no descendant of Abraham could be lost.  But Jesus says that they will be; not all of them, but the point is that membership in the kingdom of heaven will not be on the basis of race, that believing Gentiles will take the place of unbelieving Jews.  Outer darkness, weeping and gnashing of teeth, which were symbolic Jewish descriptions of the fate of ‘the ungodly’, are to be the experience of the ‘sons of the kingdom’.  There could hardly be a more radical statement of the change in God’s plan of salvation [there is no ‘change’ in the plan; the plan has never changed; it is part of the divine decree] inaugurated by the mission of Jesus.”


b.  “As F.D. Bruner provocatively warns, ‘Hell is not a doctrine used to frighten unbelievers; it is a doctrine used to warn those who think themselves believers.’”


c.  “The sons of the kingdom is an unusual expression.  Son denotes one who shares in this thing or who is worthy of it, or who stands in some other close relation to it.  Jesus is speaking of Jews who, because of the nation’s relationship to God, would be expected to be in the kingdom but whose lack of faith means that they forfeit their place. They will be thrown out; the sons will not be able to resist the expulsion.  Jesus does not say from whence they will be thrown out, but clearly the kingdom is in mind.  They will go into the outer darkness (an expression found only in Matthew), where outer points to the darkness farthest out, farthest removed from the joy and light of the kingdom, and darkness contrasts with the light of the kingdom.  In that place there will be misery, which is described as the wailing and the grinding of teeth, a proverbial expression for pain and distress. Matthew uses it a number of times (13:42, 50; 22:13; 24:51; 25:30), but elsewhere in the New Testament it occurs only in Lk 13:28.  Wailing signifies not only grief but grief loudly expressed, while the definite article indicates the unique and extreme character of the action; it is not any old wailing that is meant, but the wailing that is associated with final rejection.  It will be accompanied by the grinding of teeth, another proverbial expression for distress and mostly used in the New Testament, as here, for grief (or possibly anger or vexation) at the final rejection.  Some of those who might be expected to respond to Jesus with faith and commitment will not do so, and their failure is shown up by the centurion’s faith. The Master leaves His hearers in no doubt that this is a failure with dire and permanent consequences.”


d.  “Although the physical descendants of Abraham were the first heirs of the Messianic covenant and kingdom and beyond question ‘the sons of the kingdom’ because they were Abraham’s seed, they forfeited their inheritance of the kingdom by unbelief.  They disavowed their father Abraham, annulled their birthright, and lost their place in the kingdom.  The Gentles were never thrown out because they never presumed to have the right to come in.  To the Jews who were following Jesus His words served as a terrible warning against unbelief.”
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