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

 is the second person plural present active imperative of the verb AITEW, which means “to ask.”


The present tense is an iterative present for a continuous present action repeated at successive intervals.


The active voice indicates that the believer is expected to produce the action.


The imperative mood is a command.

Next we have the additive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and,” followed by the third person singular future passive indicative of the verb DIDWMI, which means “to give: will be given.”


The future tense is a predictive future, which affirms what will take place.


The passive voice indicates that whatever is asked will receive the action of being given.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

This is followed by the dative indirect object from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “to you.”

“Ask and it will be given to you,”
 is the second person plural present active imperative of the verb ZĒTEW, which means “to seek.”


The present tense is a durative present for a continuous present action.


The active voice indicates that the believer is expected to produce the action.


The imperative mood is a command.

Next we have the additive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and,” followed by the second person plural future active indicative of the verb HEURISKW, which means “to find.”


The future tense is a predictive future, which affirms what will take place.


The active voice indicates that the believer will produce the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

“seek and you will find,”
 is the second person plural present active imperative of the verb KROUW, which means “to knock.”


The present tense is an iterative present for a continuous present action repeated at successive intervals.


The active voice indicates that the believer is expected to produce the action.


The imperative mood is a command.

Next we have the additive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and,” followed by the third person singular future passive indicative of the verb ANOIGW, which means “to be opened.”


The future tense is a predictive future, which affirms what will take place.


The passive voice indicates that the believer will receive the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Finally, we have the dative of advantage from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “for you.”

“knock and it will be opened for you;”
Mt 7:7 corrected translation
“Ask and it will be given to you, seek and you will find, knock and it will be opened for you;”
Explanation:
1.  “Ask and it will be given to you,”

a.  Jesus continues teaching with a series of three interrelated commands regarding the spiritual life of the believer.


b.  The first command directs us to ask.  Who do we ask?  We ask God the Father, since all prayer is addressed to God the Father.  What do we ask for?  We ask for things mentioned in the Disciples’ Prayer: that the will of God be done on earth as it is in heaven; for our daily food; for the protection of our families, home, city, nation, etc.; for the salvation of others.


c.  God’s promise is that what we ask for in prayer will be given to us.  However, what we ask for must be compatible with the will of God for our life.  For example; when I was about twelve years old I read the Bible, but didn’t understand most of what I was reading.  I prayed and asked God to help me understand the Bible correctly.  He has been answering that prayer every day for the past fifty-five years.  Ask for wisdom and it will be given to you.  Ask for comfort and encouragement and it will be given to you.  Ask for open doors of opportunity to share the gospel and it will be given to you.  Ask for the things God wants you to have and it will be given to you.


d.  Jam 1:5, “But if any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask of God, who gives to all generously and without reproach, and it will be given to him.”
2.  “seek and you will find,”

a.  The second command is similar to the first.  We are commanded to seek, which implies that we have to look, search, and discover.


b.  If we want to know the will of God, we have to search the Scriptures to discover what that will is.  If we want to live the spiritual life that God provides for us, we have to look for the description of that spiritual life in the word of God.  For example, until a Christian discovers the critical importance of 1 Jn 1:9, they are going nowhere in the spiritual life.  Likewise, 2 Pet 3:18 must be obeyed for us to find anything in the spiritual life.


c.  God’s promises to reveal His will, plan, and purpose for our existence and life, if we are willing to seek Him where He may be found.  And the only place He may be found is in His word.


d.  Related Scripture:



(1)  Ps 34:10b, “But they who seek the Lord shall not be in want of any good thing.”



(2)  Ps 105:4, “Seek the Lord and His strength; seek His face continually.”



(3)  Isa 55:6, “Seek the Lord while He may be found; call upon Him while He is near.”



(4)  Amos 5:6a, “Seek the Lord that you may live,”



(5)  Zeph 2:3, “Seek the Lord, all you humble of the earth who have carried out His ordinances; seek righteousness, seek humility.”

3.  “knock and it will be opened for you;”

a.  The third command is like the other two.  Knocking is a form of asking to come in.  Knocking is a form of seeking entrance.  This applies to both unbelievers and believers, but in different ways.  The unbeliever knocks to enter the kingdom of God.  The believer knocks to enter into fellowship with God through the execution of the spiritual life.


b.  Knocking requires the volition of the individual to want to enter into a place and join the others inside.  The place Jesus wants all to enter is first His spiritual kingdom through faith in Him and then His physical kingdom during His millennial reign.  The individual has to want to come into the kingdoms of God and have a relationship with those already inside.


c.  Obviously this is another salvation offer to the unbelievers listening to Jesus.  He is asking the unbelievers on the one hand to enter into the kingdom.  On the other hand He is asking those who have already entered to ask what He may do for them and asking them to continue to seek His wisdom.


d.  In summary this verse asks people to enter the spiritual life God offers and then execute the spiritual life He gives.

4.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “If we are to have spiritual discernment, we must keep on asking God, keep on seeking His will, keep on knocking at the door that leads to greater ministry.”


b.  “Earlier in this sermon Jesus had given the disciples a model prayer (Mt 6:9–13).  Now He assured them that God welcomes prayer, and urged them to come to Him continuously and persistently.  This is emphasized by the present tenses in the verbs: ‘keep on asking’; ‘keep on seeking’; ‘keep on knocking’.”


c.  “God will give whatever is good to those who keep on asking, keep on seeking, and keep on knocking.  The Greek verbs used stress the continuing action, so preclude this promise referring to salvation, which is a single, non-repeatable experience.  This continuing asking must mean living in a constant state of prayerful dependence on God.”


d.  “The three balancing clauses in each of these verses add up to a strong exhortation to persistent prayer.  Seek and knock are metaphors for prayer, not separate exhortations (‘knocking’ is found also in Rabbinic sayings as a metaphor for prayer).  All three imperatives are present tense, which indicates continuous, persistent prayer.”


e.  “We must ask, seek, and knock—petitioning God with an expectant attitude.”


f.  “Ask is quite general, but the context makes it clear that Jesus is referring to prayer.  The general expression shows that no particular kind of prayer is in mind; Jesus is concerned with praying as such and telling His hearers that prayer is efficacious: it will be given.  Seek can scarcely mean that the praying person does not know where to find what he is looking for; if that were so he would not be praying.  The fact that he is asking the Father shows that he knows that what he seeks is within the gift of God.  Perhaps the meaning is that the praying person does not know exactly what he should be praying for, but he knows that the Father will not lead him astray.  There is also the thought of prayer with a greater intensity than would be implied when the person is doing no more than asking.  And as he seeks the good gift from God, he is to know that he will find.  For a second time we notice that the answer to prayer is certain.  So is it with the third way of looking at praying: knock.  It is not said at what the praying person should knock, but the imagery is that of a closed door that he cannot open.  The three expressions underline the effectiveness of prayer.  All three imperatives are present, underlining the importance of continuous action.”


g.  “The imperatives are present tenses, hence iterative.  The use of three verbs indicates intensity; and to seek is more fervent than just to ask, and to knock is still more fervent.  We ask for what we need; we seek what we earnestly desire; we knock when our desire becomes persistence.”
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