John 1:1
Matthew 7:26



 is the continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “And,” followed by the nominative subject from the masculine singular adjective PAS, meaning “everyone” plus the articular present active participle of the verb AKOUW, which means “to hear.”


The article functions as a relative pronoun, meaning “who.”


The present tense is a descriptive and gnomic present; describing an action now occurring and a universal truth that applies to everyone, everywhere, at all times.


The active voice indicates that everyone who produces the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Next we have the possessive genitive from the first person singular personal pronoun EGW plus the accusative direct object from the masculine plural article and noun LOGOS with the adjectival use of the demonstrative pronoun HOUTOS, meaning “these words of Mine.”

“And everyone who hears these words of Mine”
 is the additive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and,” followed by the negative adverb MĒ, meaning “not” plus the nominative masculine singular present active participle of the verb POIEW, which means “to do.”  The morphology is the same as the previous participle.  With this we have the accusative direct object from the third person masculine plural personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “them.”

“and does not do them”
 is the third person singular future passive indicative from the verb HOMOIOW, which means “to be like.”


The future tense is a predictive future, which affirms what will take place.


The passive voice indicates that the person not doing what Jesus says will produce the action of being like something/someone.

Next we have the dative direct object from the masculine singular noun ANĒR and the adjective MWROS, meaning “a foolish man.”

“will be like a foolish man,”
 is the nominative subject from the qualitative relative pronoun HOSTIS, meaning “who.”  Then we have the third person singular aorist active indicative from the verb OIKODOMEW, which means “to build.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the action in its entirety as a fact.


The active voice indicates that the foolish man produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

This is followed by the possessive genitive from the third person masculine singular personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “his” plus the accusative direct object from the feminine singular article and noun OIKIA, meaning “house.”  Finally, we have the preposition EPI plus the accusative of place from the feminine singular article and noun AMMOS, meaning “on sand.”

“who built his house on sand.”
Mt 7:26 corrected translation
“And everyone who hears these words of Mine and does not do them will be like a foolish man, who built his house on sand.”
Explanation:
1.  “And everyone who hears these words of Mine”

a.  Having described the situation of the believer, who builds his house on the Rock, the Lord Jesus Christ, our Lord now turns His attention to the actions and consequences for the unbeliever.  Our Lord’s message/teaching/sermon had something for everyone, and the ‘everyone’ mentioned here refers to all the unbelievers.  There is an application of this warning to the degenerate believer, who does not obey the Lord, but Jesus’ words here are primarily designed to alert the unbeliever to the consequences of building his unspiritual life on an unspiritual foundation.


b.  The phrase “these words of Mine” is a strong contrast to the false teaching of the false prophets and religious leaders of Israel.  The scribes and Pharisees are the false prophets of Israel, spewing out their false doctrine of salvation by works of righteousness which they have done.  Jesus’ words are the narrow gate and narrow road.  The false teaching of the scribes and Pharisees are the wide gate and wide road.  The two messages are diametrically opposed to each other.  Our Lord’s message of good news is salvation by grace through faith alone in Him.  The message of the religious leaders is salvation by keeping their manmade laws, that is, salvation by works.


c.  The unbelievers hear both messages.  They have heard the message of their religious leaders all their lives.  Now they heard an entirely new and different message from Jesus.  Hearing means understanding in this context, not just the physical act of hearing.  These unbelievers hear and understand.  There is no doubt in their minds the Jesus is requiring them to believe in Him as the Messiah, the King of the Jews, their Savior from sin, the Lamb of God, and the Son of God.  They have to make the choice between salvation through Him or salvation by works.  They must either build their salvation on Him or on sand.

2.  “and does not do them”

a.  This is the hypothetical consequence of not believing in Jesus.  Jesus is showing them the consequence of not doing what is required of them by God the Father.  The only people not believing in Jesus are the unbelievers listening to His message.


b.  The action of doing is the action of believing Jesus’ message that He is their Messiah and Savior.  God has only one requirement of the unbeliever—to believe in Christ.  The Lord has many requirements of the believer—many of them stated in this sermon.  Jesus does not expect the unbeliever to live a ‘holy’ life.  They are incapable of doing so in a state of total depravity.  The only thing the unbeliever can do is believe in Jesus for his/her salvation.


c.  The Lord presents the hypothetical situation that everyone listening to him, who is unwilling to believe in Him will suffer the consequences of that unbelief.

3.  “will be like a foolish man,”

a.  The unbeliever will be like a foolish man.  The fool in Scripture is normally a reference to the unbeliever.  “The fool has said in his heart, ‘There is no God’.”


b.  Everyone who rejects Jesus’ message is like the unbeliever who has said in his heart, ‘There is no God’.


c.  The fool makes bad decisions from a position of total depravity.


d.  The fool is controlled by his sin nature


e.  The fool does what he wants without regard for what God wants.


f.  The fool despises the word of God and opposes the will of God.


g.  The fool has no spiritual life, though they think they are ‘good’, which therefore makes them ‘spiritual’.


h.  The believer in Christian degeneracy thinks and acts like the foolish unbeliever.

4.  “who built his house on sand.”

a.  The unbeliever builds his house on sand.  Sand refers to any system of salvation or spirituality other than salvation through faith in Christ.


b.  The fool’s house refers to his means of salvation; his system of salvation; his system of spirituality, etc.  His house represents his entire life before God—what he believes and how he acts based upon that belief.  The unbeliever does not believe in Jesus and bases all his actions on the desires of his sin nature.  The believer believes in Jesus and bases his actions on the desires of the will of God.

5.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “The two ways illustrate the start of the life of faith; the two trees illustrate the growth and results of the life of faith here and now; and the two houses illustrate the end of this life of faith, when God shall call everything to judgment.”


b.  “The sand spoke of Pharisaic righteousness which the people knew and on which many were basing their hopes.”


c.  “Attention moves to the foolish and careless hearer of Jesus’ teaching.  Most of the words are repeated from verse 24.  We should not understand a deliberate choice of sand, but a failure to take seriously the necessity for a solid foundation.  The man described is one who hears Jesus and perhaps enjoys the process, but who does not put into practice what he has heard.  That man is foolish; he is a stupid person who acts in a stupid way.  The thought is that a sandy subsoil makes a very poor foundation on which to build a house.”
  (That thought is obvious; why not tell us what you think the sand represents?)

d.  “All teaching and doctrines that are not ‘these words of Mine’ are sinking sand.  Some of these sandy building sites are: church attendance; work-righteousness; a moral life; and modernistic faith which alters the vital doctrines of the gospel.”
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