John 1:1
Matthew 7:24



 is the inferential use of the postpositive conjunction OUN, meaning “Therefore” plus the nominative subject from the masculine singular adjective PAS, meaning “all” or “everyone” plus the qualitative relative pronoun HOSTIS, meaning “who.”  Next we have the third person singular present active indicative from the verb AKOUW, which means “to hear.”


The present tense is a descriptive present for what is now occurring and a customary present for what is reasonably expected to occur.


The active voice indicates that ‘everyone who’ produces the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

This is followed by the possessive genitive from the first person singular personal pronoun EGW, meaning “of Mine” plus the accusative direct object from the masculine plural article and noun LOGOS with the demonstrative pronoun HOUTOS, meaning “these words.”  Then we have the additive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and,” followed by the third person singular present active indicative from the verb POIEW, which means “to do, carry out, or practice.”  The morphology of this verb is the same as the previous verb.  Then we have the accusative direct object from the third person masculine plural personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “them” and referring to Jesus’ words.

“Therefore, everyone who hears these words of Mine and does them,”
 is the third person singular future passive indicative from the verb HOMOIOW, which means “(1) to make like, to become like, to be like; (2) to be compared.”


The future tense is a predictive future, which affirms what will take place.


The passive voice indicates that everyone who hears the words of Jesus will receive the action of being like someone/something.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Next we have the dative indirect object or an instrumental of measure
 from the masculine singular noun ANĒR and the adjective PHRONIMOS, which means “to a wise man.”

“will be compared to a wise man,”
 is the nominative subject from the masculine singular qualitative relative pronoun HOSTIS, which means “who.”  Then we have the third person singular aorist active indicative from the verb OIKODOMEW, which means “to build.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the action in its entirety as a fact.


The active voice indicates that the wise man produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Next we have the possessive genitive from the third person masculine singular personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “his” plus the accusative direct object from the feminine singular article and noun OIKIA, meaning “a house.”  Finally, we have the preposition EPI plus the accusative of place from the feminine singular article and noun PETRA, meaning “on a rock.”

“who built his house on a rock.”
Mt 7:24 corrected translation
“Therefore, everyone who hears these words of Mine and does them, will be compared to a wise man, who built his house on a rock.”
Explanation:
1.  “Therefore, everyone who hears these words of Mine and does them,”

a.  The Lord comes to a grand conclusion based upon everything He has said throughout this sermon.  The subject “everyone” refers to believers, because these people are said to hear His words and do them.  These people are positive to the teaching of the word of God.


b.  Notice that the subject not only has to listen to what Jesus says, but must also do what He says.  It is not enough to know; we must also do.  We cannot do without hearing/knowing what to do.  We cannot be a doer of the word of God until we are first a hearer of the word of God.  And being only a hearer of the word of God and not a doer is like not being a hearer at all.


c.  James learned this lesson well and remembered it, when he wrote, Jam 1:22-25, “In fact start becoming doers of the Word and not hearers only, deceiving themselves.  For if anyone is a hearer of the Word and not a doer and they are, this person is like the man, contemplating his natural face in a mirror; for he observed himself and departs, and immediately disregards what sort of person he was.  But the one having looked intently into the perfect law of freedom [the word of God] and having continued, having become not a hearer of forgetfulness but the doer of action, this one shall be happy in his action of doing.”

2.  “will be compared to a wise man,”

a.  The hearer and doer of the word of God is compared to a wise man.  He or she is not only compared to but in actuality is a wise person.


b.  Notice what the word of God says about the wise man:



(1)  Prov 1:5, “A wise man will hear and increase in learning, and a man of understanding will acquire wise counsel,”



(2)  Prov 9:9, “Give instruction to a wise man and he will be still wiser;

teach a righteous man and he will increase his learning.”



(3)  Prov 12:15, “The way of a fool is right in his own eyes, but a wise man is he who listens to counsel.”

3.  “who built his house on a rock.”

a.  This wise man is described as a person who built his house on a rock.  The Greek word PETRA, meaning “a large rock,” (not a stone or pebble or small rock, which is the word PETROS from which we get the name Peter) is the same word used by our Lord to describe what He would build His kingdom on, Mt 16:18).


b.  The word ‘house’ can refer to two things, and most likely refers to both as two sides of the same coin.  (1)  ‘House’ can refer to one’s salvation.  A person builds their salvation on a large rock.  (2)  ‘House’ can refer to one’s spiritual life.  A person builds their spiritual life on a large rock.


c.  Therefore, the word ‘rock’ can also refer to two things, and most likely refers to both as two sides of the same coin.  (1)  ‘Rock’ can refer to the Lord Jesus Christ.  A person builds their salvation on the person and work of the Lord Jesus Christ.  (2)  ‘Rock’ can refer to hearing and doing the word of God.  A person builds their spiritual life on hearing and doing the word of God.  As we can easily see, both of these theological metaphors are true, and therefore, both can be taught and applied as the interpretation of the passage.


d.  So in summary Jesus presents a picture here of a believer building their salvation and spiritual life and faith in Christ and hearing and doing what He teaches.  This certainly sums up the entire content of all the Lord has described in this sermon.  It is brilliant summation of what He wants these people to remember.  And it shows the reason why these crowds were so amazed and dumbfounded by His teaching.

4.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “We face a problem in understanding the application of these four verses: does ‘these sayings’ refer only to the previous three verses or to the entire sermon?  Some see them as referring to salvation, but then, as we have seen, salvation is not a major topic of the sermon, so it seems more fitting to regard the conclusion as a final exhortation to comply with all that Jesus had taught in the sermon.  Seen thus, the illustration of the two house builders applies to believer and non-believer alike.”


b.  “It is not enough simply to hear Jesus’ call or even to respond with some temporary flurry of good deeds.  Rather, we must build a solid foundation that combines authentic commitment to Christ with persevering obedience.  Jesus graphically illustrates His point with a parable.  The wise person living in the Palestinian desert would erect a dwelling on a secure rock to protect the house from the flash floods that sudden storms created.”


c.  “The little parable about the one man building on rock and the other man whose foundation was sand emphasizes the importance of acting in accordance with Jesus’ teaching.  It is one thing to hear what He said and even approve of it; it is quite another to obey.  But it is only obedience that results in solid achievement.  Everyone makes the application general; it rules out any exceptions.  All either respond to Jesus’ words or do not; there is no other possibility.  Therefore is inferential; what follows is an inference from what precedes.  Jesus goes on to speak of the person who hears His words, and not only hears them but does them.  ‘Doing’ words is a somewhat curious expression, but clearly it means that the person in view is not content with admiring some outstanding teaching; he makes it his guide and models his life on it.  The expression underlines Jesus’ earlier call for obedience.  He is telling us now the result of obedience.  The person who puts His teaching into practice is likened to a wise man.  His wisdom is shown in the fact that he built his house on rock, the most solid of foundations.”


d.  “The essential doing is faith—doing the Father’s will; then comes the other doing of the words in the body of this sermon.  This doing of the words of Christ is the whole life of faith, including conversion, regeneration and the new obedience, all as one grand whole in the power of grace coming to us in the word of God as the divine means of grace.”
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