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

 is the Attic Greek transitional/inferential (illative) “particle ARA strengthened by the addition of the postpositive particle GE, which is appended to the word or words it refers to; as in Homer and following Greek, it serves to focus the attention upon a single idea, and place it, as it were, in the limelight, emphasizing the reality of a concept (Denniston, p. 114).  In oral utterance it would be accompanied by a change in pitch of voice at certain points in the context, and a translator may use an adverb or indicate the point through word order, choice of typeface, or punctuation, translated: at least, even, indeed, etc.”
  “Used at the beginning of a sentence, it means: so, as a result, consequently Lk 11:48; Rom 10:17; 2 Cor 7:12; Heb 4:9.  Strengthened to ἄρα γε Mt 7:20; 17:26.”
  Then we have the preposition APO plus the ablative of means from the masculine plural article and noun KARPOS with the possessive genitive from the third person masculine plural personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “by their fruits.”
“Consequently, by their fruits”
 is the second person plural future deponent middle indicative of the verb EPIGINWSKW, which means “to know.”


The future tense is a predictive future, which affirms what will take place.


The deponent middle voice is middle in form but active in meaning with the subject (the believer) producing the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Finally, we have the accusative direct object from the third person masculine plural personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “them” and referring to bad trees with their bad fruit.

“you will know them.”
Mt 7:20 corrected translation
“Consequently, by their fruits you will know them.”
Explanation:
1.  “Consequently, by their fruits”

a.  There is a consequence or result that occurs in people who carefully observe what other people do, and what appears to be their real motivation behind what they do.


b.  The phrase ‘by their fruits’ refers to what we see other people do in life.  People will produce good fruit or bad fruit as Jesus has already explained.  We are warned to pay attention to their actions, to what they are doing, and why they are really doing what they do.  Watch their acts, and listen carefully to their words and the production of their spiritual life or lack thereof will become evident.


c.  Our responsibility is to watch the behavior of and listen carefully to the words of those who claim to speak on behalf of God—the false prophets/false teachers.  We are to watch and listen to see if what they say lines up with what they do.  Their actions should match their words.  Their fruits are their actions.  Their words are what they profess that their actions should be.

2.  “you will know them.”

a.  The subject “you” refers to the Lord’s disciples and anyone else who believes in Him.  Unbelievers will never see the hypocrisy of the false teachers and false prophets.  They are deceived and deceive themselves.  The word of God (Jesus’ teaching) gives His followers the information, understanding, and wisdom to discern what king of fruit they are seeing.


b.  Thus the believer will know the true prophet from the false prophet by how they live their life in accordance with what they proclaim is the will of God.  Any believer with spiritual common sense can see a man proclaiming to be a spokesman for God, who constantly asks for money, and yet lives in a mansion and is wealthy beyond belief, to be a hypocrite and phony.


c.  Jesus is telling His listeners to listen carefully to the words of their religious leaders and compare those words to their actions.  They will soon learn that all is not right in the religious world of Israel.

3.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “Those hearing this sermon must have wondered about the religious leaders, who seemed to be good men, teaching spiritual truths about Messiah and His kingdom. Jesus made it clear they were not good for they were leading others astray.”


b.  “So then brings us to the logical conclusion.  The rest of the verse simply repeats the opening part of verse 16.  The fruit is the test of one who claims to be a prophet.  If there is no good fruit there is no good reason for the person to be treated as a prophet.”


c.  “As we are able to tell whether a tree is good and worth keeping or bad and fit only for firewood, so we are able to detect every false prophet and to keep away from him.”
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