John 1:1
Matthew 7:19



 is the nominative subject from the neuter singular adjective PAS and the noun DENDRON, meaning “Every tree.”  Next we have the negative adverb MĒ plus the appositional nominative subject from the neuter singular present active participle of the verb POIEW, which means “to produce: not producing.”


The present tense is a customary present for what typically occurs.


The active voice indicates that every tree of this type produces the action of not producing.


The participle is circumstantial.

Then we have the accusative direct object from the masculine singular noun KARPOS and the adjective KALOS, meaning “good fruit.”  This is followed by the third person singular present passive indicative of the verb EKKOPTW, which means “to be cut down.”


The present tense is a descriptive/customary present of what typically occurs.


The passive voice indicates that the fruitless tree receives the action of being cut down.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

“Every tree not producing good fruit is cut down”
 is the additive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and,” followed by the preposition EIS plus the accusative of place from the neuter singular noun PUR, meaning “into fire.”  Finally, we have the third person singular present passive indicative of the verb BALLW, which means “to be thrown.”  The morphology is the same as the previous verb.


“and is thrown into fire.”
Mt 7:19 corrected translation
“Every tree not producing good fruit is cut down and is thrown into fire.”
Explanation:
1.  “Every tree not producing good fruit is cut down”

a.  The Lord continues His teaching about the good and bad trees (believers and unbelievers) with the ultimate consequence of what it means to be a bad tree (an unbeliever).


b.  Every tree not producing good fruit is a reference to the unbeliever.  The good tree produced good fruit the moment that believer believed in Christ.  The greatest divine good we ever produce is the moment we believe in Christ.  How do we know that this is the greatest divine good we ever produce?  Look at all that God gives us as a result of that faith in Christ.  The simple gifts of His divine righteousness, eternal salvation and eternal security alone are unbelievably awesome, not to mention all the other things given to us at the moment of salvation.


c.  So the tree not producing good fruit is the unbeliever.  They never produce divine good of any kind.  The result for that tree (unbeliever) is that they are cut down.  This is a metaphor for physical death.  The moment a tree is cut off from its roots, it begins the quick process of death.  It dries out and dies.  This is especially true in the hot, dry climates of the Middle East.


d.  So this is a subtle warning to the unbeliever that death is coming.  It is inescapable.  The ultimate result of the spiritual death of the unbeliever is their physical death.  There is no sting in death for the believer.  They simply make the transition from this life to a new and more wonderful life.

2.  “and is thrown into fire.”

a.  There is an additional consequence for the bad tree with no fruit.  It is going to be thrown into fire, either as a whole tree into a bonfire or cut up into pieces for firewood.  All it is good for after death is being burned.


b.  This is a reference to two events in the ‘life’ of the unbeliever after death.



(1)  The unbeliever is cast into the compartment of Hades called ‘Torments’, where the unbeliever receives no relief from the heat.  Lk 16:19-28, especially verse 24, “And crying out he said, ‘Father Abraham, show mercy to me, and send Lazarus, in order that he might dip the tip of his finger in water and cool off my tongue; for I am being tormented in this flame.’”



(2)  The unbeliever is cast into the lake of fire after the Last Judgment, Rev 20:10-15.


c.  Therefore, this is a not-so-subtle warning to the unbeliever to believe in Jesus before it is too late.  Jesus is promising the unbelievers listening to Him what the consequences will be, if they persist in being bad trees.
3.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “Judgment for those who were masquerading as disciples leads to eternal separation from Christ.  The metaphor of cutting down and burning the plant that bears no good fruit echoes verbatim the second half of Mt 3:10.”


b.  “Jesus moves from the fruit of the rotten tree to its fate.  In words reminiscent of those of John the Baptist (Mt 3:10) He reminds His hearers that people who run orchards do not put up with rotten trees.  Such trees take up space, and besides cumbering the ground they may spread their corruption to perfectly sound trees.  There is no reason for their continuing to exist and no reason why a competent orchardist should let them continue to grow.  The word Every makes it universal; no bad tree is allowed to continue producing its bad fruit.  Interestingly, Jesus does not speak of what the tree does, but of what it does not do: in the last resort it is not the tree that actively bears bad fruit that is condemned, but one that fails to produce good fruit.  Such a tree is cut down, and not only cut down but burned as well.  Thrown marks a decisive rejection.  In the case of the orchardist the fire is literal; the burning of a worthless tree removes the possibility that it will infect other trees.  But fire is often used of the fire of hell, and this meaning may be not far away.  Jesus is making it clear that discipleship means a great deal more than religious activity.”


c.  “Here we see that Jesus views all that He says about false prophets, including also their followers in the light of the final judgment.”
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