John 1:1
Matthew 7:15



 is the second person plural present active imperative of the verb PROSECHW, which means “to beware.”


The present tense is a durative present for an action that begins right now and continues in the future.



The active voice indicates that believers are expected to produce the action.


The imperative mood is a command.

Then we have the preposition APO plus the ablative of the responsible agents for something
 from the masculine plural article and noun PSEUDOPROPHĒTĒS, meaning “of the false prophets.”

“Beware of the false prophets,”
 is the nominative subject from the masculine plural qualitative relative pronoun HOSTIS, meaning “who.”  Then we have the third person plural present deponent middle/passive indicative of the verb ERCHOMAI, which means “to come.”


The present tense is a customary present for what typically occurs.


The deponent middle/passive voice is middle/passive in form but active in meaning with the subject (the false prophets) producing the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Next we have the preposition PROS plus the accusative of place from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “to you.”  Then we have the preposition EN plus the instrumental of manner from the neuter plural noun ENDUMA and the adjective PROBATON, meaning “in sheep’s clothing.”

“who come to you in sheep’s clothing;”
 is the adversative use of the postpositive conjunction DE, meaning “however” plus the adverb of place ESWTHEN, meaning “inwardly.”  This is followed by the third person plural present active indicative of the verb EIMI, which means “to be: they are.”


The present tense is an aoristic present, which regards the state of being as a static fact.


The active voice indicates that the false prophets produce the state of being something.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Finally, we have the predicate nominative from the masculine plural noun LUKOS and the adjective HARPAX, meaning “ravenous wolves.”

“however, inwardly they are ravenous wolves.”
Mt 7:15 corrected translation
“Beware of the false prophets, who come to you in sheep’s clothing; however, inwardly they are ravenous wolves.”
Explanation:
1.  “Beware of the false prophets,”

a.  The Lord Jesus Christ turns His attention back to believers and addresses them.  He warns us to beware of false prophets.  Since there are no ‘prophets’ today, this also refers to false teachers.  We are warned to beware of their wrong, false, incorrect teaching, which is far more dangerous than their person.


b.  False teachers are mentioned, defined and characterized throughout Scripture.



(1)  Dt 13:1-5, “If a prophet or a dreamer of dreams arises among you and gives you a sign or a wonder, and the sign or the wonder comes true, concerning which he spoke to you, saying, ‘Let us go after other gods (whom you have not known) and let us serve them,’ you shall not listen to the words of that prophet or that dreamer of dreams; for the Lord your God is testing you to find out if you love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul.  You shall follow the Lord your God and fear Him; and you shall keep His commandments, listen to His voice, serve Him, and cling to Him.  But that prophet or that dreamer of dreams shall be put to death, because he has counseled rebellion against the Lord your God who brought you from the land of Egypt and redeemed you from the house of slavery, to seduce you from the way in which the Lord your God commanded you to walk. So you shall purge the evil from among you.”



(2)  Jer 14:14, “Then the Lord said to me, ‘The prophets are prophesying falsehood in My name. I have neither sent them nor commanded them nor spoken to them; they are prophesying to you a false vision, divination, futility and the deception of their own minds.’”



(3)  Jer 23:6, “Thus says the Lord of the armies, ‘Do not listen to the words of the prophets who are prophesying to you.  They are leading you into futility; they speak a vision of their own imagination,’”



(4)  Ezek 13:2-3, “Son of man, prophesy against the prophets of Israel who prophesy, and say to those who prophesy from their own inspiration, ‘Listen to the word of the Lord!’  Thus says the Lord God, ‘Woe to the foolish prophets who are following their own spirit and have seen nothing.’”



(5)  Mt 24:9-11 reveals the false prophets of the Tribulation, “Then they will deliver you to tribulation, …Many false prophets will arise and will mislead many.”



(6)  Mk 13:22, “for false Christs and false prophets will arise, and will show signs and wonders, in order to lead astray.”


(7)  2 Pet 2:1, “But false prophets also arose among the people, just as there will also be false teachers among you, who will secretly introduce destructive heresies, even denying the Master who bought them, bringing swift destruction upon themselves.”


(8)  1 Jn 4:1, “Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits to see whether they are from God, because many false prophets have gone out into the world.”



(9)  Rev 2:20, “‘But I have this against you, that you tolerate the woman Jezebel, who calls herself a prophetess, and she teaches and leads My bondservants astray so that they commit acts of immorality and eat things sacrificed to idols.”

c.  At the time Jesus spoke this warning the false prophets or false teachers in Israel were the religious leaders: the scribes, Pharisees, Sadducees, lawyers, and most of the member of the Sanhedrin.
2.  “who come to you in sheep’s clothing;”

a.  The phrase “in sheep’s clothing” is a word picture for innocence.  False teachers come to people with the appearance of being innocent of any wrongdoing, of being holy, pure, ‘godly’, righteous, good, etc.  They give the impression that what they say and do is all in your best interests.


b.  Their appearance, their behavior, their speech, their conduct is all a disguise, a sham, a deceit, and trickery for the purpose of getting you to listen to them and follow their teaching.  Their life is a deception and their words are a delusion.  They deceive themselves and deceive others.  There is nothing about them that should be trusted.  They are dishonest and deceitful to their very core.


c.  The phrase “they come to you” is important, because it shows how they operate in seeking people out to be deceived.  They seek followers, and go after them, just as Satan went after as many angels as he could get to follow him.  False prophets and false teachers are the agents of the devil and follow the pattern of the devil.

3.  “however, inwardly they are ravenous wolves.”

a.  The Lord then states the contrast between how the false prophets appear on the outside and what is really happening on the inside.  The “inwardly” refers to the thinking of the false prophets.  They have an outward appearance of care and concern, but their thinking is the polar opposite.  It is described as the attitude of a ravenous wolf, that is, a vicious animal that could care less about you and simply wants to rip you to pieces as they unmercifully kill you.


b.  One synonym for ravenous is the word ‘insatiable’.  False prophets/teachers have an insatiable lust to deceive others, lead them astray, convert them to their false thinking, and control them with their false doctrine.


c.  False teachers are under the control of Satan whether they know it or not.  And being under the control of Satan, they despise and hate believers.  They believe the false doctrines of their father, the devil, and do the deeds of their father the devil.  He was a murderer from the beginning of history and false teachers want nothing better than to rip believers apart in their ravenous lust to kill them.  Thus the warning to beware of them.  False teachers are not misguided nice people.  They hate you because you are a Christian and want nothing more than your vicious death.  Jesus said this knowing what He would face at their hands.

4.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “This is the first warning in Christian history against false prophets and is a note that will be frequently sounded throughout the New Testament.  The warning is unambiguous; there is only one way of salvation and that is through faith in Him.  Satan knows that the only way to eternal life is through Jesus and that every soul who finds eternal life represents a resounding defeat for him, for he is engaged in a battle with God for men’s souls.  Satan is implacably opposed to Jesus, and therefore will oppose the teachings of the gospel.  His method of combating the true gospel is to offer a false gospel.  So he raises up false prophets to confuse the issue and to dupe people, even to the extent of giving them pseudo-power to perform miracles.”


b.  “Like the false prophets in the Old Testament they would offer an easier alternative to the narrow way of Christian discipleship.  Their teaching would be plausible, enabling them to pass as true disciples (sheep), but in fact their effect would be destructive.”


c.  “Jesus now explicitly addresses the situation in which greater numbers profess Christ than actually follow Him.  He describes some of the pretenders as ‘false prophets,’ those who claim to be God’s spokespersons but are not.  Yet, like wolves in sheep’s clothing, they give all external appearances of promoting authentic Christianity in both word and work.”
  This last line applies to Christianity in the late first century A.D., not the present time in which Christ spoke.  The false prophets at the moment Jesus said this were the religious leaders of Israel not future ‘false Christians’.

d.  “Jesus moves on to speak of teachers who will help or hinder and to warn about people who can be relied on to advocate the wrong way in some shape or form.  A prophet was one who could speak directly from God, who could say, ‘Thus says the Lord.’  False prophets were people who claimed falsely to speak in the name of God.  We have no way of knowing whether Jesus had any precise group in mind (and if so, which); nor can we know whether Matthew had any particular people in mind in recording the words.  [Yes, we do have a way of knowing—by Jesus’ denunciation of the religious leaders of Israel.]  But the term is wide enough to cover any who falsely claim to set forth the way of God, and the unhappy truth is that the people of God have never lacked false teachers whose emphasis is such as to lead them away from God.  Jesus speaks of them as approaching the disciples (the false prophets do not have to be sought out) and presenting themselves as harmless.  They appear “in clothing of sheep,” which means that they appear as harmless as the most harmless of animals.  But the reality is different; they are ravenous wolves, animals with insatiable appetites.  Inwardly differentiates their essential nature from their outward appearance.  Jesus is speaking of religious teachers who put on a harmless front to deceive their followers but whose real interest is their own profit.  [Notice that this commentator recognizes that these false prophets were ‘religious teachers’, so we do have a way of knowing.]  Sheep they may appear to be, but their inward character indicates that they will always be wolves who try to further their own interests at the expense of those of the flock.”


e.  These wolves “are akin to the wolf mentioned in Jn 10:12, brothers to the grievous wolves of Acts 20:29, described and warned against in Rom 16:18; Eph 5:6; Col 2:4, and other passages.  The clothing of sheep used by these wolves is conduct and preaching that is ostensibly in harmony with God and with His word, but in reality in conflict with both.  In spite of Jesus’ drastic language men persist in considering deviations from the true prophecy (the word of God as it really is) as being quite harmless.”
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