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

 is the exclamatory expression of extent or degree from the interrogative adverb TIS, meaning “how! Mt 7:14; Lk 12:49.”
  Then we have the predicate nominative from the feminine singular adjective STENOS, meaning “narrow” plus the nominative subject from the feminine singular article and noun PULĒ, meaning “the gate.”  There is an ellipsis of the verb EIMI, meaning “to be: [is].”  Then we have the additive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and,” followed by the predicate nominative from the feminine singular perfect passive participle of the verb THLIBW, which means “to be compressed.”
  The participle is a substantival participle.  Again we have an ellipsis of the verb EIMI, meaning “to be: [is].”  Then we have the nominative subject from the feminine singular article and noun HODOS, meaning “the way.”  This is followed by the appositional nominative from the articular feminine singular present active participle of the verb APAGW, which means “to lead.”


The article functions as a relative pronoun, meaning “which.”


The present tense is a descriptive present of what currently exists.


The active voice indicates that the gate and the way produce the action.


The participle is circumstantial.

Next we have the preposition EIS plus the accusative of place from the feminine singular article and noun ZWĒ, meaning “to life.”

“How narrow [is] the gate and compressed [is] the way which leads to life,”
 is the additive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and,” followed by the predicate nominative from the masculine plural adjective OLIGOS, which means “few.”  Then we have the third person plural present active indicative of the verb EIMI, meaning “to be: are.”


The present tense is an aoristic present, describing the current state of being as a fact.


The active voice indicates that those finding the way produce the state of being few.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Next we have the nominative subject from the masculine plural articular present active participle of the verb HEURISKW, which means “to find.”


The article is translated “the ones.”


The present tense is a descriptive present of what is now going on.


The active voice indicates that people are producing the action.


The participle is circumstantial.

Finally, we have the accusative direct object from the third person feminine singular personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “it” and referring to ‘the gate’ and ‘the way.’

“and the ones finding it are few.”
Mt 7:14 corrected translation
“How narrow [is] the gate and compressed [is] the way which leads to life, and the ones finding it are few.”
Explanation:
1.  “How narrow [is] the gate and compressed [is] the way which leads to life,”

a.  Jesus then poses what at first glance sounds like another rhetorical question to the people in His audience.  This question could be directed at either the believers listening to Him or the unbelievers (like the scribes and Pharisees).  We have no indication to which the emphasis may have been directed; so we have to conclude that the comment is directed to everyone equally.


b.  The word “how” is not really asking a question, but making a statement regarding the narrowness of the first gate.  It is really narrow.  In fact, it is so narrow that only one person can pass through it at a time.  The wide gate and way affords the opportunity for groups of people to enter at the same time.


c.  This narrow gate is not only said to be really narrow, but has a very compressed way leading up to the gate and after passing through the gate.  The compressed way leading up to the gate and passing through it was described by four passages in the explanation of the previous verse:



(1)  Jn 10:9, “I am the gate; if anyone enters through Me, he will be saved, and will go in and go out and find pasture.”



(2)  Jn 14:6, “Jesus said to him, ‘I am the way, and the truth, and the life; no one comes to the Father except through Me.’”



(3)  Acts 4:12, “Furthermore, there is salvation in no one else; for there is no other person under heaven, who has been given among men, by whom it is necessary that we be saved.”



(4)  Lk 13:24, “Strive to enter through the narrow [way]; for many, I say to you, will seek to enter and yet will not be strong enough.”


d.  The compressed way, path, or road after passing through the gate is the one and only spiritual life that God has for believers.  This new and unique spiritual life involves fellowship with the Holy Spirit.  He is our spiritual Guide in the Christian way of life.


e.  The word “life” refers to the spiritual life of the believer in the spiritual kingdom of heaven and to the eternal physical life we will live with the spiritual life in the kingdom of God.  We live our spiritual life both now and in eternity.  We live our eternal life with our spiritual life in the eternal state.


f.  The gate through which we enter into the spiritual and eternal life is the narrow gate of faith in our Lord Jesus Christ.  The spiritual life we live thereafter is compressed, because it is only lived by being in fellowship with the Holy Spirit.
2.  “and the ones finding it are few.”

a.  Jesus concludes this evangelization of the people listening to Him with a direct statement regarding the results of those living this life.


b.  The subject “the ones” refers to believers.  The object “it” refers to the narrow gate and compressed way.  Few people search for this gate and way in their lives.  Thus few people find this gate.  And as a consequence few people believe in Christ.  The fact we are to look for the way and means of eternal life is mentioned in:



(1)  Lk 15:8-10, “Or what woman, having ten drachma [a Roman silver coin worth a day’s wage], if she loses one drachma, does not light a lamp and sweep the house and search carefully until she finds [it]?  And after finding [it], she calls together her friends and her neighbors, saying, ‘Rejoice with me, because I have found the drachma which I lost!’  In the same way, I say to you, there is joy among the angels of God over one sinner changing their mind.’”



(2)  Rom 3:11, “There is not one who comprehends; there is not one who diligently searches for God.”



(3)  Isa 55:6a, “Seek the Lord while He may be found;”

3.  Commentators’ comments.


a. “The lifestyle Jesus portrayed in the sermon will only attract a minority who have the faith to accept His teachings, and will keep the majority from salvation.  Do not overlook the unpleasant truth that only few will be saved—Jesus knows this; He said it!  The broad gate, by contrast, is so broad that it needs no seeking; for all enter life through that gate—the broad gate is simply entry into human life; for entry into human life leads to destruction (Rom 3:10, 23) unless the narrow gate is found.  ‘Destruction’ does not mean extinction, but loss of well-being, utter ruination; it leaves no room for the doctrine of annihilation of the unsaved which Jehovah’s Witnesses and others preach.”

b.  “How narrow brings us back to the right gate and emphasizes its small dimensions.  In contrast to the wide gate this one is narrow; in contrast to the spacious road this road is constricted.  But though narrow and superficially less attractive than the broad highway, this road leads to life.  Life often refers to life in the physical sense, this earthly, natural life.  But in this context it clearly refers to the fuller and more satisfying eternal life. We must not press few too hard; for elsewhere Jesus can speak of ‘many’ that are saved (Mt 8:11; 20:28).  In none of these places is He giving an exact estimate of the numbers of saved and lost; in all He is emphasizing God’s will to save and the importance of responding to His call.  No matter how many are to be seen going along the broad road, it is important to choose the narrow one.  That the road that leads to life is narrow explains why so many fail to find it.  The thought is that the narrow road is far from an obvious way to go; it must be ‘found’.  No one drifts into the narrow way by chance.  Jesus does not explain whether the gate is entered at the beginning or end of the path.  Some have held that the way is entered first; the believer proceeds along it until he comes to the gate at the end, through which he passes into the future salvation.  Others hold that the gate comes first; on this view we enter the gate right at the beginning, after which we pursue the path before us (so Carson, Hendriksen).  We may profitably reflect that both the initial commitment to Christ and the subsequent journey of faith are important, and that we may see them both indicated here.  But we can scarcely say more.”


c.  “As the opposite of ‘destruction’ ‘the life’ here means the blessed existence in heaven.  Of course, this ‘life’ begins here in regeneration, but in the present imagery Jesus contemplates the final destinations at which men arrive by means of two portals and two passageways.  Our finding is like the finding in Jn 1:41-45, “He first found his own brother, Simon, and said to him, ‘We have found the Messiah’ (which is translated Christ).  He brought him to Jesus.  After looking at him, Jesus said, ‘You are Simon, the son of John; you shall be called Cephas’ (which is translated Peter).  On the next day He desired to go into Galilee, and He found Philip.  And Jesus said to him, ‘Follow Me.’  Now Philip was from Bethsaida, from the city of Andrew and Peter.  Philip found Nathanael and said to him, ‘We have found the One about whom Moses in the Law and the Prophets wrote, Jesus, the son of Joseph from Nazareth.’”
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