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

 is the conjunction of purpose HOPWS, meaning “in order that,” followed by the third person singular present active subjunctive from the verb EIMI, meaning “to be; take place, occur: may take place.”


The present tense is an aoristic present, which regards the entire state of being as a fact.


The active voice indicates that your charitable giving produces the state of being something.


The subjunctive mood is a potential subjunctive, contingent on proposed action being done in the manner described.

Then we have the possessive genitive from the second person singular personal pronoun SU, meaning “your” plus the nominative subject from the feminine singular article and noun ELEĒMOSUNĒ, meaning “charitable giving.”  Next we have the preposition EN plus the instrumental of manner from the neuter singular article and adjective KRUPTOS, which means “in secret.”

“in order that your charitable giving may take place in secret;”
 is the continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and,” followed by the nominative subject from the masculine singular article and noun PATĒR with the possessive genitive from the second person singular personal pronoun SU, meaning “your Father.”  Next we have the appositional nominative from the masculine singular articular present active participle of the verb BLEPW, which means “to see.”


The article functions as a relative pronoun, translated “who.”


The present tense is a durative present for an action that always occurs.


The active voice indicates that God the Father produces the action.


The participle is circumstantial.

This is followed by the preposition EN plus the instrumental of manner from the neuter singular article and adjective KRUPTOS, which means “in secret.”  Then we have the third person singular future active indicative from the verb APODIDWMI, which means “to reward: will reward.”


The future tense is a predictive future, which affirms what will take place.


The active voice indicates that God the Father will produce the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Finally, we have the dative direct object from the second person singular personal pronoun SU, meaning “you.”

“and your Father, who sees in secret, will reward you.”
Mt 6:4 corrected translation
“in order that your charitable giving may take place in secret; and your Father, who sees in secret, will reward you.”
Explanation:
1.  “in order that your charitable giving may take place in secret;”

a.  This verse is the continuation of the sentence begun in the previous verse.  The entire sentence now reads: “However, when you practice charitable giving, your left hand must not know what your right hand is doing, in order that your charitable giving may take place in secret; and your Father, who sees in secret, will reward you.”


b.  Jesus continues His statement with the purpose for not being obvious and open about our charitable giving.  The purpose is to do or practice charitable giving in secret.  No one else need know what we are doing.  In contrast to the public display by the hypocrites, believers should perform their giving in secret.  It is a private matter between the believer and the Lord.


c.  What believers give to the church or anyone else should normally not be made public by the pastor, the deacons, the church, or anyone else.  How much we give, how often we give, and any other factor regarding giving should be kept private by the treasurer of the church.  It is no one else’s business.  Giving should take place in secret.

2.  “and your Father, who sees in secret, will reward you.”

a.  There is only one person, who should see what we give, and that is God the Father.  Being omniscient, He knew in eternity past exactly how much, how often, and how everything about our giving on any given occasion and throughout our lifetime.


b.  God the Father sees what we do in secret.  He knows how much we give, and He is the only person to Whom what we give matters.  We don’t need to publicize anything about our giving, since our Father knows all the details.  We don’t need to make a public display before Him.  He knows what we do in secret.


c.  Finally, Jesus makes a promise and guarantee regarding what we do by way of private charitable giving.  God the Father will reward the believer who gives in secret.  That reward will be a public reward and will last for all eternity for all to see.  It is one of the ribbons on the believer’s chest full of ribbons.  This reward will be given at the evaluation throne of Christ for members of the royal family of Church Age believers.  Millennial believers will receive their reward at the end of the millennium.


d.  Heb 11:6b, “For it is necessary that the one coming to God believe that He is and keeps on proving to be a rewarder to those seeking Him.”

3.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “If we give with the wrong motive, we rob ourselves of blessing and reward and rob God of glory, even though the money we share might help a needy person.”


b.  “In this way [by giving secretly] he demonstrates true righteousness before God and not before people, so God in turn will reward him.  One cannot be rewarded, as the Pharisees expected, by both man and God.”


c.  “This text introduces the subject of the believer’s ‘judgment’ which is actually an ‘awards banquet’.”


d.  “In striking contrast stands the common approach to fund raising in many churches and Christian organizations in which lists of benefactors are published, often as an incentive for people to give.  This kind of motive for giving or soliciting reflects hypocrisy, pretending to honor God when in fact one is distracting attention from Him.”


e.  “God sees what is given and will take action, rewarding the donor.  This does not mean that good deeds should be done with a view to obtaining a reward; that would mean that the deeds would no longer be good.  It is a way of saying that in the end justice will be done.  In our anxiety to make sure that we do not serve God for what we can get out of it we must not go to the other extreme and think of God as not caring what we do, or if He does, as not doing anything about it.  God notices what His children do and responds to it.  We should bear in mind the nature of the reward.  To respond to love is to obtain a wonderful reward even if the reward cannot be quantified in any way nor regarded as merited.  But it is very real.”


f.  “As vicious as is the secret desire for the praise of men, so vicious is the secret mercenary desire to trade our good works for far greater rewards from Him.”
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