John 1:1
Matthew 5:9



 is the predicate nominative from the adjective MAKARIOS, which means “fortunate; happy; privileged; blessed.”  Then we have the nominative subject from the masculine plural article and adjective EIRĒNOPOIOS, which means “the peacemakers; the producers of peace; the peace-doers.”  The predicate nominative and subject nominative without a verb indicates the deliberate omission of the verb EIMI, meaning “to be: [are].”

“Blessed [are] the peacemakers,”
 is the causal use of the conjunction HOTI, meaning “because,” followed by the nominative subject from the personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “they.”  Next we have the nominative of appellation from the masculine plural noun HUIOS and the genitive of relationship from the masculine singular noun THEOS, meaning “‘the sons of God’.”  Finally, we have the third person plural future passive indicative of the verb KALEW, which means “to be called.”


The future tense is a predictive future, which affirms what will take place.


The passive voice indicates that the peacemakers will receive the action of being called ‘the sons of God’.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

“because they will be called “the sons of God”.”
Mt 5:9 corrected translation
“Blessed [are] the peacemakers, because they will be called “the sons of God”.”
Explanation:
1.  “Blessed [are] the peacemakers,”

a.  This blessing is true in all periods of history and applicable to anyone who tries to make peace with another person or group of people.  There are two kinds of peacemakers in the world: (1) those who try to prevent violence from starting; and (2) those who put an end to violence through the use of greater violence.  The United States putting an end to Japanese and German violence during World War II is an example of the latter use of peace making.


b.  The Romans were the ‘peacemakers’ at the time Jesus spoke this.  They abhorred civil unjust and political violence in the cities they controlled.  They hated civil unrest so much, they completed destroyed cities that revolted against them (e.g. Jerusalem in 70 A.D.).


c.  There are clearly both types of peacemakers during the Church Age, but there seem to be no peacemakers during the Tribulation.  In fact, the Scripture says that love will grow cold toward the end of the Church Age and Jesus predicted that brother will turn against brother.  If this is so now, how much more then.


d.  There will be little need for peacemakers during the millennial reign of Christ; for He will rule the nations with an iron fist.  There will be no religious wars, anti-Semitism, or arguments between people or nations that will not be immediately and fairly judged by the Lord Jesus Christ and those ruling with Him.


e.  However, as the ultimate peacemaker, the Lord Jesus Christ will bring the ultimate end to all violence with the defeat of the Gog/Magog revolution at the end of His millennial reign and the Last Judgment of all unbelievers.  Satan and his minions are the cause of all revolution and violence on earth and they will be finally cast into the eternal lake of fire along with all unbelievers.  There will be no need for peacemakers in the eternal state.

2.  “because they will be called “the sons of God”.”

a.  Peacemakers will be happy, privileged, fortunate and blessed because they will be called ‘the sons of God’.  God is the ultimate peacemaker, and His sons follow in His footsteps as peacemakers as well.  All believers are called ‘sons of God’, and all believers are expected to be peacemakers.


b.  God has made peace with sinful mankind by the judgment of His Son on the Cross.  We make peace with God by our faith in Christ.  Likewise, we are expected to make peace with others through the function of our unconditional virtuous love toward others.



(1)  Lk 6:35, “But unconditionally love your enemies, and do good, and lend, expecting nothing in return; and your reward will be great, and you will be sons of the Most High; for He Himself is kind to the ungrateful and evil.”


(2)  Rom 8:14, “For as many as are being led by the Spirit of God, these are the sons of God.



(3)  Acts 7:26, “The next day he visited them again and saw two men of Israel fighting. He tried to be a peacemaker. ‘Men,’ he said, ‘you are brothers.  Why are you fighting each other?’”


(4)  Mt 10:34-36, “Do not think that I came to bring peace on the earth; I did not come to bring peace, but a sword.  For I came to set a man against his father, and a daughter against her mother, and a daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law; and a man’s enemies will be the members of his household.”



(5)  Mk 9:50, “Salt [is] good; however, if the salt becomes unsalty, with what will you season it?  Have salt among yourselves, and live in peace with one another.”



(6)  Lk 2:14, “Glory [belongs] to God in the highest [heaven] and on earth peace among men whom God favors.”



(7)  Lk 10:6, “And if a man of peace is there, your peace will rest on him; otherwise, it will return on you.”



(8)  2 Cor 13:11, “Finally, brethren, be happy, be made complete, be encouraged, be in agreement, keep the peace, and then the God of unconditional love and peace will be with you.”



(9)  Eph 2:14-17, “For He Himself is our peace, who has caused to make both [Jew and Gentile] one and has torn down the dividing wall consisting of the barrier, the hatred, having abolished in His flesh the Law characterized by the commandments consisting in ordinances, in order that He might cause to create in Himself the two [Jew and Gentile believers] resulting in one new man [new spiritual species], producing peace, and that He might reconcile them both in one body to God by means of the cross, having put to death the hostility by means of it.  Furthermore when He came, He proclaimed peace to you, the far away ones [Gentiles], and peace to the near ones,”



(10)  Col 1:20, “and through Him, to reconcile all things to Himself, having made peace through the blood of His Cross [Christ’s spiritual death], through Him whether the things on the earth [mankind] or the things in the heavens [angels].”



(11)  Heb 12:14, “Pursue peace with everyone; that is, [pursue experiential] sanctification, without which [sanctification] no one will see the Lord,”

3.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “We become peacemakers in a troubled world and channels for God’s mercy, purity, and peace.”


b.  “The peacemakers show others how to have inward peace with God and how to be instruments of peace in the world.”


c.  “Those who make men find peace with God will be called the children of God.  In essence, then, a peacemaker is an evangelist carrying the message of salvation.”


d.  “In a world characterized by conflict and rivalry, a keeper of the peace is rare, a peacemaker still rarer.  The absence of selfish ambition which has marked the earlier beatitudes provides the only basis for this quality, which is particularly pleasing to God (Ps 34:14).  God is the supreme peacemaker (Eph 2:14–18; Col 1:20) and this quality marks disciples out as His sons, for the son shares the characteristics of the father.”


e.  “As with the ‘merciful’ peacemakers focus on interpersonal relationships.  Those who work for harmony rather than strife and discord in all aspects of life and who reconcile others to God and each other will ‘be called sons of God.’  Others will identify them as God’s true ambassadors, as those who are being conformed to His likeness.  Mt 10:34 reminds us that such attempts at peacemaking in this age are often thwarted, but this gives us no excuse to become warmongers.”


f.  “The word peacemakers is found only here in the New Testament.  It is quite general and is not qualified in any way, so that we are left wondering whether the primary reference is to the large scale (dealing with wars and the like) or the small scale (quarrels).  That it is left general probably means that both are in mind.  There is a quality of peaceableness, a disinclination to engage in disputes, that is admirable, but Jesus is talking about more than that. He refers not to peace-keepers but to peace-makers, people who end hostilities and bring the quarrelsome together.  These are not appeasers, but those who actively overcome evil with good.  It is people like this who will be called God’s sons.  There is something godlike in bringing peace to people and people to peace.  There is, of course, a sense in which all believers are members of the family of God, whether they are distinguished as makers of peace or not.  But those who make peace are fulfilling what membership in the family really means, and this is something to which all the members of the family must aspire.”
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