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

 is the predicate nominative from the adjective MAKARIOS, which means “fortunate; happy; privileged; blessed.”  Then we have the nominative subject from the masculine plural article and adjective KATHAROS, which means “the clean; the pure.”  The predicate nominative and subject nominative without a verb indicates the deliberate omission of the verb EIMI, meaning “to be: [are].”  Next we have the locative of sphere from the feminine singular article and noun KARDIA, which means “in heart.”

“Blessed [are] the pure in heart,”
 is the causal use of the conjunction HOTI, meaning “because,” followed by the nominative subject from the personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “they.”  Next we have the accusative direct object from the masculine singular article and noun THEOS, meaning “God.”  Finally, we have the third person plural future deponent middle indicative from the verb HORAW, which means “to see.”


The future tense is a predictive future, which affirms what will take place.


The deponent middle voice is middle in form but active in meaning with the subject (the pure in heart believer) producing the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

“because they will see God.”
Mt 5:8 corrected translation
“Blessed [are] the pure in heart, because they will see God.”
Explanation:
1.  “Blessed [are] the pure in heart,”

a.  The Lord continues the series of promises of blessing in the future by acknowledging those who are ‘pure in heart’.  The heart has nothing to do with a person’s emotions in the Greek New Testament.  The heart is always used as a metaphor for the thinking part of the soul.  The kidneys are the organ of the body that is used as the metaphor for the emotions.  The heart is the area of the soul where the word of God is stored, remembered, recalled, and applied.  It is the place from which comes biblical wisdom.  The heart contains the information from God that we believe and apply to life.  Similar references to the heart as the thinking part of the soul are:



(1)  Jn 14:1, “Your heart must not be troubled [frightened, terrified]; have confidence in God, have confidence also in Me.”



(2)  Rom 10:6, “But the righteousness by means of faith declares as follows: ‘Do not think in your heart, “Who shall ascend into heaven?”’



(3)  Rom 10:9, “If you will acknowledge with your mouth Jesus as Lord; that is, if you will believe in your heart that God has raised Him from the dead, you will be saved.”



(4)  Eph 1:18, “since the eyes of your heart have been enlightened, that you may know what is the expectation of His invitation, what is the glorious wealth of His inheritance for the saints,”



(5)  Eph 3:17, “so that Christ may be at home by means of doctrine in your hearts, having been rooted and established in unconditional love,”



(6)  Phil 4:7, “Indeed, the spiritual prosperity produced by God, which surpasses all thinking will protect your hearts; that is, your thoughts in Christ Jesus.”



(7)  Heb 3:8, “do not harden your hearts as in the rebellion in the day of testing in the desert,”



(8)  Jam 3:14, “But if you keep on having bitter jealousy and selfish ambition in your heart, and you do, stop boasting and lying against the truth.”



(9)  1 Pet 3:15, “However, sanctify the Lord Christ in your hearts, always ready to make a defense to anyone who asks you to account for the confidence in you,”


b.  The word KATHAROS refers to something that is clean, and therefore, pure.  The blessed here are those who have clean or pure souls.  1 Jn 3:3, “And every one who has this confidence in Him purifies himself, just as He [humanity of Christ] is pure.”  They are clean and pure in their thinking, because their thinking is thinking about the word and will of God.  They have pure thoughts, clean thoughts.  They have God’s thoughts as the primary thinking of their soul.  This same concept is found in:



(1)  Rom 16:19, “Certainly, the report of your obedience has become known to all; therefore because of you I am delighted, but I want you to be wise with reference to the good [the execution of the spiritual life], and pure with reference to the evil.”



(2)  2 Cor 1:12, “Now our pride [reason for boasting] is this, the testimony of our conscience, that we have conducted ourselves in the world in holiness and the pure motive of God, not in earthly wisdom but in the grace of God, and especially in relationship to you.”



(3)  2 Cor 2:17, “So then we are not like the many who peddle for profit the word of God, but as from a pure motivation, but as from God [the Holy Spirit] we keep on speaking before God [the Father] with reference to Christ.”



(4)  Phil 1:17, “the former category are proclaiming Christ from the motivation of selfish ambition, not from pure motives, since they expect to cause distress with respect to my imprisonment.”



(5)  Phil 4:8, “Finally, brethren, all that is true, all that is honorable, all that is righteous, all that is pure, all that is pleasing, all that is commendable, if [there is] any virtue and if [there is] anything worthy of praise [and there is], think about these things.”



(6)  1 Thes 2:3, “For our exhortation [was] not from delusion nor from impure motive nor with deceit,”



(7)  1 Tim 1:5, “But the goal of instruction is virtue-love from a pure heart and from a good conscience and from non-hypocritical doctrine.”



(8)  2 Tim 2:22, “Now then, flee from youthful lusts; however, keep on pursuing righteousness, doctrine, virtue-love, spiritual prosperity with those who call upon the Lord from a pure heart.”



(9)  1 Pet 1:22, “Since you have purified your souls in obedience to the truth resulting in a genuine love of the brethren, constantly love one another from a pure heart,”



(10)  2 Pet 3:1, “This is now, beloved ones, the second letter I am writing to you, by means of which I am stirring up your pure understanding by a reminder,”

2.  “because they will see God.”

a.  Our Lord continues with the reason why the pure in heart will be blessed in the future.  They will be blessed because they will see God.  The Scripture says that ‘no man has seen God at any time’ (Jn 1:18), which was true with reference to God the Father and God the Holy Spirit.  John the Baptist saw the Holy Spirit descending on Jesus at His baptism, but what the Holy Spirit looked like empirically is not described.  Since God the Father is a ‘spirit’ we have no description of Him having any physical form.  All we know for certain is what Jesus said to His disciple Philip in Jn 14:9, “Jesus said to him, ‘Have I been for so long with you, and yet you have not come to know Me, Philip?  He who has seen Me has seen the Father; how can you say, “Show us the Father”?”  However, many have seen God in theophanies in the Old Testament (a theophany is an appearance of the Lord Jesus Christ in some manner before His incarnation; (e.g. the burning bush), Ex 24:10.  But God is also invisible, 1 Tim 1:17 and cannot be seen, 1 Tim 6:16.  Over a million people probably saw Jesus during His first advent.  And the whole world will see Him return at His second advent.  Billions of people will see Him during His millennial reign.


b.  The subject ‘they’ refers to the believers, both present and future, that will see our Lord at and after His second advent.  This is true of all Old Testament believers, Tribulational martyrs, and all Church Age believers, who return with Christ at His second advent and rule with Him during His millennial kingdom.  They are all pure in heart, because God has made them pure in heart through the imputation of His divine righteousness and the fact they are in resurrection bodies, which have no sin nature and are incapable of sinning.  In addition to all these past, present, and future believers in resurrection bodies, there will be billions of people born during the millennial reign of Christ as well as those believers who survive the Tribulation that will also see God during the millennial reign of Christ.


c.  But there is also a special reward to mature believers of the Church Age, who receive the honor of a formal presentation to God the Father according to Rev 3:5, “Hence, the winner will cause himself to be clothed in white garments, and I will never erase his name [title of royalty] out of the Book of Life.  In fact, I will acknowledge his title in the presence of My Father and in the presence of His angels.”

3.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “The pure in heart are those who are inwardly clean from sin through faith in God’s provision and a continual acknowledging of their sinful condition.”


b.  “Compare Ps 24:4.  Pure in heart denotes one who loves God with all his heart, with an undivided loyalty, and whose inward nature corresponds with his outward profession.  They receive the promise that they shall see God.  This can only fully be realized in heaven, when ‘we shall see Him [Jesus] as He is’ (1 Jn 3:2); then ‘we shall be like Him’.”


c.  “Purity in heart refers to moral uprightness.  The ‘pure in heart’ exhibit a single-minded devotion to God that stems from the internal cleansing created by following Jesus [by faith in Christ and the ministries of the Holy Spirit—regeneration, sanctification].  Holiness is a prerequisite for entering God’s presence.  The pure in heart pass this test [are given this gift of divine righteousness; it is not a test], so they will see God and experience intimate fellowship with Him.”


d.  “The word pure signifies ‘clean’ and thus pure.  This is the one place in the New Testament where purity is predicated of the heart [wrong; see 2 Tim 2:22 and 1 Pet 1:22 cited above].  With us heart is used of the physical organ and as a way of referring to the emotions, but we must not read that way of understanding the term back into Scripture.  There it stands for the whole of our inner state, thought and will as well as emotions [wrong; emotions play no part in the heart].  This beatitude thus leads us to purity at the very center of our being [thinking—‘As a man thinks in his heart, so he is’].  Jesus later said, ‘out of the heart proceed evil thoughts, murders, adulteries, fornications, thefts, false witness, blasphemies’ (Mt 15:19). The heart is not the place where we naturally expect purity, but Jesus demands purity right there.  The consequence of this purity is that they will see God.  The main thought is surely eschatological [future]; it points us to a vision too wonderful to be fully experienced in this life but that will come to its consummation in the world to come.”
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