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

 is the predicate nominative from the adjective MAKARIOS, which means “fortunate; happy; privileged; blessed.”  Then we have the nominative subject from the masculine plural article and adjective ELEĒMWN, which means “the compassionate; the merciful.”  (This is not the verb, but the adjective.)

The predicate nominative and subject nominative without a verb indicates the deliberate omission of the verb EIMI, meaning “to be: [are].”

“Blessed [are] the merciful,”
 is the causal use of the conjunction HOTI, meaning “because,” followed by the nominative subject from the personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “they.”  Finally, we have the third person plural future passive indicative from the verb ELEĒW, which means “to receive mercy; be shown mercy; to receive compassion.”


The future tense is a predictive future, which affirms what will take place.


The passive voice indicates that believers in the millennial reign of Christ will receive mercy and compassion.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

“because they will receive mercy.”
Mt 5:7 corrected translation
“Blessed [are] the merciful, because they will receive mercy.”
Explanation:
1.  “Blessed [are] the merciful,”

a.  The next promise of blessing (that is really what a beatitude is) deals with people who are merciful or compassionate.  The Greek word means both ideas: mercy and compassion.


b.  Obviously all people have the capacity or ability to be merciful or compassionate, but this is impossible when under the control of the sin nature and in a state of total depravity, which is the state and condition of the unbeliever.  Therefore, the ‘merciful people’ in view here are believers.  Believers have genuine or real mercy and compassion.  Unbelievers are only capable of pseudo-compassion or mercy.  Satan and the fallen angels have no compassion and this is the state of mind that the ruler of this world fosters on all his subjects.


c.  Unbelievers are self-centered, self-justifying, self-deceiving, self-gratifying, and self-absorbed.  There is no mercy or compassion in their state of mind.  They may do things that appear to be merciful and compassionate, but they are doing those things for ulterior motives (like gaining the approbation of someone else or of some group).


d.  However, believers are merciful and compassionate without expecting anything in return or without worrying about being well thought of by others.  Believers are merciful and compassionate because of the mercy and compassion they have received from God.  The mercy and compassion they have received, they extend to others.  Their mental attitude is the polar opposite of the mental attitude of the unbeliever.



(1)  Col 3:12, “Therefore, as the elected ones of God, sanctified and beloved ones, put on the affections of compassion [mercy],”



(2)  Heb 4:16, “Therefore let us go with confidence to the throne of grace, in order that we may receive mercy and find grace resulting in well-timed help.”



(3)  Jam 2:13, “Certainly merciless judgment [will be shown] to the one not having shown mercy; mercy exalts in triumph over judgment.”



(4)  Jude 22-23a, “And, have mercy on some who are disputing, deliver others, snatching [them] from fire, have mercy on others,”



(5)  Eph 4:32, “But become kind, compassionate toward one another, by forgiving each other, just as God also by means of Christ has forgiven you.”



(6)  1 Pet 3:8, “And finally, everyone [should be] like-minded, sympathetic, loving one’s brother, compassionate, humble.”


e.  Is this attitude of mercy and compassion applicable to the Church Age believer?  Yes, obviously from the verses just cited above.  But Jesus is addressing the believers before Him with what He expects of them now, which will also be expected in His spiritual and millennial kingdoms.

2.  “because they will receive mercy.”

a.  As with the other promises of blessing, so this promise of blessing has a reason for its execution.  Believers will receive mercy from God.  The principle mercy that all believers receive from God is their salvation and eternal life in resurrection bodies.  This mercy is never given to the unbeliever.  The only mercy the unbeliever receives from God is the message of the gospel.  They have no human spirit, no relationship with God, no protection from God, no guardian angel, nothing to help them in Satan’s kingdom.


b.  However, in both the spiritual and physical kingdoms of our Lord, believers receive mercy and compassion from God.  The statements of this fact are numerous in the New Testament.



(1)  Rom 9:15-16, “For instance He says to Moses, ‘I will have mercy on whomever I show mercy, and I will have compassion on whomever I show compassion.’  So then, [it is] not because of him who desires [mercy and compassion], nor because of him who exerts oneself to the limit of one’s powers in an attempt to run [after blessing], but from God who has mercy.”



(2)  Rom 12:1, “Therefore, I urge you, brethren, because of the compassions from God, offer your bodies as a living, holy sacrifice well-pleasing to God—your rational service.”



(3)  2 Cor 1:3, “Worthy of praise [is] God; that is, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of compassions and God of all comfort,”



(4)  Jam 5:11, “Behold, we consider happy the ones having endured.  You have heard about the endurance of Job and have seen the outcome from the Lord that the Lord keeps on being compassionate and merciful.”



(5)  1 Pet 1:3, “Worthy of praise is God even the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who because of His great mercy [compassion] caused us to be born again to a living confidence through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead,”


c.  The forgiveness of sins is one of the greatest demonstrations of God’s mercy and compassion.  What our Lord did on the Cross for us is another great demonstration.  The conditions of the environment during the millennial reign of Christ are more demonstrations (i.e., no death, disease, perfect weather, economic prosperity for all, etc.).  Everything God does is a demonstration of His mercy and compassion, even His divine discipline.  Will unbelievers born during the millennial reign of Christ be recipients of God’s mercy and compassion?  Yes, but only because of their association with believers.  This is the concept of blessing by association.  Unbelievers are blessed by God as a result of the overflow of God’s blessing to the believer.  David is the great example of this principle in Scripture.

3.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “We experience God’s mercy when we trust Christ (Eph 2:4–7), and He gives us a clean heart (Acts 15:9) and peace within (Rom 5:1).  But having received His mercy, we then share His mercy with others.”


b.  “The merciful extend mercy to others, thus demonstrating God’s mercy which has been extended to them.”


c.  “Being merciful is a reflection of God’s mercy, because they are conscious that they have received undeserved mercy and that God wishes to extend His mercy to all mankind.”


d.  “The importance of mercy, and its reciprocal nature, is stressed in Matthew (6:12, 14–15; 9:13; 12:7; 18:21–35; 23:23).”


e.  “Merciful embraces the characteristics of being generous, forgiving others, having compassion for the suffering, and providing healing of every kind.  The link between our mercy and God’s mercy anticipates Mt 6:12, 14–15.  In light of Ex 34:6, mercy may be God’s most fundamental attribute.”


f.  “The first four beatitudes express in one way or another our dependence on God; the next three the outworking of that dependence.  This beatitude is relatively straightforward: people who show mercy on others will themselves be the recipients of mercy.  The adjective for merciful (found elsewhere in the New Testament only in Heb 2:17) means those whose nature/tendency is to show mercy, not those who engage in an occasional merciful impulse.  Such people will receive mercy, a truth we often observe in this life.  But Jesus is surely referring basically to an eschatological truth [the millennial kingdom].  There are people who show by their habitual merciful deeds that they have responded to God’s love and are living by His grace.  They will receive mercy on the last day.”
  They will receive mercy on more than the last day; they will receive mercy in the eternal state of the new heavens and new earth.

g.  “This is not mere natural mercy as it is occasionally found among men generally, but the mercy growing out of our personal experience of the mercy of God.  God’s mercy toward us always makes us likewise merciful.  They mercy of unchristian men about us is one of the indirect results of Christianity, never an outgrowth of the natural heart as such.”
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