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

 is the predicate nominative from the adjective MAKARIOS, which means “fortunate; happy; privileged; blessed.”  Then we have the nominative subject from the masculine plural articular present active participle of the verb PEINAW, which means “to hunger.”


The article functions as a relative pronoun with an embedded demonstrative pronoun, meaning “those who.”


The present tense is a descriptive and customary present for what is now typically occurring.


The active voice indicates that believers are producing the action.


The participle is circumstantial.

The predicate nominative and subject nominative without a verb indicates the deliberate omission of the verb EIMI, meaning “to be: [are].”

“Blessed [are] those who hunger”
 is the additive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and,” followed by the nominative masculine plural present active participle of the verb DIPSAW, which means “to thirst for.”


The present tense is a descriptive/customary present, describing what is now normally occurring.


The active voice indicates that believers are producing the action.


The participle is circumstantial.

Next we have the accusative direct object from the feminine singular article and noun DIKAIOSUNĒ, which means “righteousness.”

“and thirst for righteousness,”
 is the causal use of the conjunction HOTI, meaning “because,” followed by the nominative subject from the personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “they.”  Finally, we have the third person plural future passive indicative from the verb CHORTAZW, which means “to be fed; to be satisfied.”


The future tense is a predictive future, which affirms what will take place.


The passive voice indicates that believers in the millennial reign of Christ will receive the action of being fed/being satisfied.

“because they will be satisfied.”
Mt 5:6 corrected translation
“Blessed [are] those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, because they will be satisfied.”
Explanation:
1.  “Blessed [are] those who hunger”

a.  Jesus continues His teaching His disciples and the crowds with another beatitude that nothing to do with literal hunger or thirst.  The words ‘hunger’ and ‘thirst’ are both used as metaphors for the deep desire for something that is vital to a person’s survival.


b.  The person who has a deep hunger for food has the desire to stay alive.  They desperately need food to continue to live.  The person describes here is starving to death for something other than food.  Our Lord could easily relate to this after His past forty days without food.  That was a literal physical hunger; here we have a literal spiritual hunger.

2.  “and thirst for righteousness,”

a.  Along with the metaphor of hunger we have the metaphor of thirst.  Anyone who has spent time in the desert or on an athletic field knows what it means to be terribly thirsty.  Again this is a life-saving physical desire, which we can relate to an eternal life-saving spiritual desire.


b.  The hunger and thirst for righteousness is the hunger and thirst to be saved by God.

In order to live with God forever, a person must be as good as God is good, that is, the person must have the same righteousness as God.  This divine righteousness is a gift of God, which is given to the believer at the moment of salvation (Paul’s argument in Rom 3-5).  The only people who hunger and thirst for divine righteousness are those who believe in Christ.  Therefore, the person who is blessed in this beatitude is the believer in the Lord Jesus Christ.  Believers who hunger and thirst for the righteousness of God are blessed by God, who gives them His very own divine righteousness.


c.  There are two kinds of righteousnesses, which are like two sides of the same coin.  On one side we have the righteousness as a gift of God, that is, the divine righteousness imputed to the believer at salvation as a gift from God.  On the other side of the coin we have the righteousness produced by God during His millennial reign, which includes the complete and total function of God’s justice in all areas of human life.

3.  “because they will be satisfied.”

a.  Then Jesus explains that believers are blessed because they will have this hunger and thirst for righteousness satisfied.


b.  The future tense indicates that the satisfaction of this hunger and thirst does not occur now completely, but only in part.  We receive the imputation of divine righteousness at the moment of salvation, but the problem is that our sin nature still functions and spoils the continuous function of that righteousness.  However, the resurrection body has no genetic sin nature, and we have no desire to sin.  So the complete fulfillment of this satisfaction cannot occur until we are in resurrection body.


c.  For the Jewish believer this satisfaction also includes God’s righteousness being fully functional on earth.  This can only occur during our Lord’s millennial reign on earth.  We can only imagine how much life will change in the millennial reign of Christ in which God’s righteousness functions.  Criminals will be caught instantly and judged immediately.  Crime will take a holiday.  People will be so prosperous economically; there will be no fraud, cheating, conning, etc.  There will be no racial prejudice, bigotry, or anti-Semitism.  There will be only one religion—Christianity; therefore, there will be no religious persecution.  Generally, people will say and do the right thing from their own free will.


d.  Wrongs will be righted in every area of life.  The truth will be revealed immediately.  What is right will prevail over what is wrong.  People will be satisfied by the function of the justice of God being operational in every area of their life.

4.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “Those who hunger and thirst for righteousness have a spiritual appetite, a continuing desire for personal righteousness.”
  What about a desire for God’s righteousness?

b.  This statement means “leaning on God in spiritual desire, a desire to see His triumphant reign on earth and everything subjugated to righteousness.”


c.  “For spiritual hunger and thirst cf. Ps 42:1–2; Isa 55:1–2.  For righteousness the meaning here will be that their one desire is for a relationship of obedience and trust with God.  It is thus a personal aspiration, not a desire for social justice.  The idea of ‘vindication’ may be implied in the promise that this desire shall be satisfied, but the ultimate satisfaction of a relationship with God unclouded by disobedience is chiefly in view.”
  This is theological mumbo-jumbo.  Believers have a desire to be right with God, but only God can provide this status quo.  Believers also have a desire for social justice as a part of that relationship with God, since only God can provide that social justice, and He does in His millennial reign.

d.  “Righteousness includes…a desire to see God’s standards established and obeyed in every area of life.  Again, God promises that His purposes will be accomplished and that His justice will eventually reign (Isa 55:1).”
  Notice that this commentator’s comment refutes the ‘social justice’ comment of the previous commentator.

e.  “Matthew uses the verb “to hunger” 9 times, but in all the other 8 it refers to literal hunger while here the meaning is clearly metaphorical.  With it is linked thirst, which is more often used in the metaphorical sense (Ps 42:2).  Jesus is speaking of an intense longing after righteousness that may be likened to both hunger and thirst.  Everyone now and then does what is right, but Jesus is pointing His hearers not to occasional acts but to a passionate concern for the right.  Righteousness is often used in the New Testament for the right standing believers have before God because of Christ’s atoning work, but this is often said to be a Pauline concept rather than one that Matthew sets forth.  Now it is plain that Matthew has a strong interest in the upright living that should characterize the servant of Christ.  We should notice that Matthew is not suggesting that people can make a strong effort and achieve the righteousness of which he is writing: it is a given righteousness, not an achieved righteousness.  The blessed do not achieve it but hunger and thirst for it.  They will be filled, which surely means that God will fill them.  We need not doubt that the term here includes the doing of right, an indication that we are expected to live in full accordance with the will of God.  How could anyone have a strong desire for a right standing before God without at the same time strongly wanting to do the right?  Today there is a strong emphasis on social righteousness, the liberation of people from oppression, and that can scarcely be out of mind either.  Righteousness is a rich and full concept, but whichever way we understand it, it is a righteousness that people cannot produce of themselves.  This righteousness is a gift of God.  And of those who have this wholehearted longing for the right Jesus says, they will be filled.  They do not achieve it of themselves, but God fulfills their longing.  God will not disappoint anyone who has this deep desire to do His will.  Those who long for righteousness will have a full measure, not a mere trace.  There are two thoughts here, the first of which insists on the disposition of the seeker.  The good gift of God does not come indiscriminately to all the race, but only to those who seek it wholeheartedly.  The second is that, for all their intense longing, the seekers do not fill themselves with righteousness, but are filled; righteousness is a gift of God.”


f.  Lenski sees this righteousness as only referring to the gift of divine righteousness at salvation, and since he does not believe in the millennial reign of Christ, he does not apply the future concept of the function of God’s righteousness to that reign of Christ.
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