John 1:1
Matthew 5:48



 is the inferential use of the postpositive conjunction OUN, meaning “Therefore” plus the second person plural future deponent indicative of the verb EIMI, meaning “to be: you will be.”


The future tense is a predictive future, which affirms what will take place.


The deponent middle voice is middle in form but active in meaning with the subject (the believer) producing the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Next we have the nominative subject from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “you” and referring to the believers.  Then we have the predicate nominative from the masculine plural adjective TELEIOS, which “pertaining to being fully developed in a moral sense; of humans perfect, fully developed in a moral [spiritual] sense Jam 3:2; Mt 19:21; Mt 5:48a; Jam 1:4b; Col 4:12;  of God perfect Mt 5:48b.”
  Because the meaning has to be ‘perfect’ in the final phrase of this verse, the same meaning has to apply here.  God’s standard for us is absolute perfection, even though He knows we cannot attain it.  He cannot lower His standard, just because it is unattainable by us.

“Therefore, you will be perfect”
 is the comparative use of the conjunction HWS, meaning “as,” followed by the nominative subject from the masculine singular article and noun PATĒR with the possessive genitive from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “your Father.”  With this we have the appositional nominative from the masculine singular article and adjective OURANIOS, which is used adverbially and means “heavenly.”  Notice the typical Greek structure article noun article adjective, which is typically translated “your heavenly Father.”  Then we have the predicate nominative from the masculine singular adjective TELEIOS, meaning “perfect.”  Finally, we have the third person singular present active indicative from the verb EIMI, meaning “to be: is.”


The present tense is an aoristic present, which regards the entire state of being as a fact.


The active voice indicates that your heavenly Father produces the state of being perfect.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact.

“as your heavenly Father is perfect.”
Mt 5:48 corrected translation
“Therefore, you will be perfect as your heavenly Father is perfect.”
Explanation:
1.  “Therefore, you will be perfect”

a.  Based on all that Jesus has taught up to this point from the beginning of His sermon, He now comes to a logical conclusion.  The conclusion is inferred from the previous teachings.


b.  The subject ‘you’ refers to believers and only to believers, since no unbeliever can ever said to be perfect in any sense of the word.


c.  The future aspect of the state of being perfect, refers to what believers can and will be like, when they are living the spiritual life on the basis of unconditional love for all others.  Until that attitude and state of thinking is firmly planted in the soul and operational in the spiritual life, the believer is still imperfect.  We cannot be perfect spiritually without the same unconditional love for others that God the Father and God the Son have for them.


d.  Perfection in the spiritual life is built on the foundation of the imputed righteousness of God.  Jesus does not make this the issue, because He is addressing believers, who already have the imputed righteousness of God.  However, on that foundation of the imputed righteousness of God is built the doctrines of the word of God that compose our experiential spiritual life—the spiritual life we experience on a daily basis.  And one of the foundational doctrines of that daily spiritual life is the doctrine of unconditional love for others.


e.  The use of the word ‘perfect’ implies that there are degrees of Christians living the spiritual life.  Some are new believers (baby believers), who know very little about the word of God and what God expects of them.  Some are growing believers, who are learning about God’s standards and expectations, just as Jesus’ audience was in the process of learning spiritual things they had never heard or thought about before.  Some are mature believers, who understand the unconditional love God expects of them and are putting into practice on a daily basis.  All are not perfect at the point of spiritual birth, but all have equal privilege and opportunity to become perfect through spiritual growth and application of the word of God.


f.  The future aspect of this statement indicates that possibility of attainment both now (before death) and in the future (in the millennial kingdom of our Lord).  There will no difficulty accomplishing this perfect in a resurrection body, where there is no sin nature.  The difficulty is attaining this perfection now with an operational sin nature that wants to do anything but love others unconditionally.

2.  “as your heavenly Father is perfect.”

a.  Finally, the spiritual believer with unconditional love is compared to God the Father.  Our use of unconditional love toward others is as perfect as His use of unconditional love toward others is perfect.  This statement is not saying that we will be perfect all the time.  It is saying that when we have unconditional love for others, then we are being perfect in that use of unconditional love in exactly the same manner that God is perfect in His use of unconditional love.


b.  God is intrinsically perfect in all He thinks, says and does.  We are not, and this is not saying that we are at some moment in time.  What it is saying is that our use of unconditional love can be and is as perfect as God’s use of that same love.  We can do exactly the same thing that He does toward all others—we can have virtue, honor, integrity, kindness, thoughtfulness, forgiveness, and respect.  We can demonstrate the character of God as ambassadors for Christ and sons of the Living God.

3.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “The word perfect does not imply sinlessly perfect; for that is impossible in this life (though it is a good goal to strive for).  It suggests completeness, maturity, as the sons of God.  The Father loves His enemies and seeks to make them His children, and we should assist Him!”


b.  “Jesus’ message demonstrated God’s righteous standard; for God Himself truly is the standard of righteousness.  If these individuals are to be righteous, they must be as God is, perfect, that is, mature or holy.”


c.  “The Greek word translated ‘perfect’ in English is ‘telios’ which means literally ‘end,’ i.e., ‘completion’ and thence ‘complete.’  This is the connotation ‘perfect’ has here; it means ‘complete,’ ‘mature.’  This concept is humbling, for Jesus says that the man who displays anger is immature; the one who even thinks of gratifying physical lust, the one who divorces his wife, the one who supports his undertakings with oaths, the one who safeguards his rights, the one who hates enemies-all such men are immature.  Spirituality conquers all these basic raw human emotions.  A person is not a complete person until he has these things under control.  Consider this carefully, for this is the challenge Jesus put to His audience.  The standard for the believer is perfection. Paul, under inspiration, explains this ‘perfection’ or ‘completeness’ in Eph 4:13 (the same Greek word is used here).”
  Eph 4:13, “until we all attain to the unity produced by doctrine; that is, produced by the full knowledge of the Son of God, resulting in a mature believer, to the stature characterized by the maturity produced by the fullness of Christ,”


d.  “Jesus is not frustrating his hearers with an unachievable ideal but challenging them to grow in obedience to God’s will—to become more like Him.  John Walvoord rightly observes, ‘While sinless perfection is impossible, godliness, in its biblical concept, is attainable.’”


e.  “The little word ‘as’ shows that we are to make God our model in all His perfections and follow Him in spirit and in truth; not, however, that complete equality is demanded.  For God’s attributes are infinitive while our virtues are finite and, compared with God’s a mere shadow.  The thought and expression are drawn from Dt 18:13, ‘You shall be perfect with the Lord your God.’  He is ‘perfect’ who gives himself to the law of love without holding back on any point, including even his enemies.  Absolute sinlessness is not the thought here as we see from verse 6, where the blessed disciples still hunger for righteousness, and from verse 7, where they still need mercy.”

� Arndt, Danker, Bauer & Gingrich, (2000). A Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament and other early Christian literature (3rd ed., p. 996). Chicago: University of Chicago Press.


� Wiersbe, W. W. (1996). The Bible Exposition Commentary (Vol. 1, pp. 24–25). Wheaton, IL: Victor Books.


� Barbieri, L. A., Jr. (1985). Matthew. The Bible Knowledge Commentary: An Exposition of the Scriptures (Vol. 2, p. 32). Victor Books.Wheaton, IL: 


� Mills, M. S. (1999). The Life of Christ: A Study Guide to the Gospel Record (Mt 5:48). Dallas, TX: 3E Ministries.


� Blomberg, C. (1992). Matthew (Vol. 22, p. 115). Nashville: Broadman & Holman Publishers.


� Lenski, p. 252f.





2
3

