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

 is the predicate nominative from the masculine plural adjective MAKARIOS, which means “fortunate, happy, blessed.”  With this we have the nominative subject from the masculine plural articular present active participle of the verb PENTHEW, which means “to be sad, to grieve, to mourn.”


The article functions as a relative pronoun with an embedded demonstrative pronoun, which is translated “those who.”


The present tense is a descriptive present of what is now occurring.


The active voice indicates that certain believers are producing the action.


The participle is circumstantial.

The predicate nominative and subject nominative without a verb indicates the deliberate omission of the verb EIMI, meaning “to be: [are].  

“Blessed [are] those who mourn,”
 is the causal use of the conjunction HOTI, which means “because,” followed by the nominative subject from the personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “they.”  Finally, we have the third person plural future passive indicative of the verb PARAKALEW, which means “to be comforted; to receive comfort” in the passive voice.


The future tense is a predictive future, which affirms what will take place.


The passive voice indicates that those who mourn, are sad, or grieve will receive the action of being comforted.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact.

“because they will be comforted.”
Mt 5:4 corrected translation
“Blessed [are] those who mourn, because they will be comforted.”
Explanation:
1.  “Blessed [are] those who mourn,”

a.  Jesus continues His teaching with the second beatitude.  Again the word MAKARIOS means that the person involved is “privileged, fortunate, happy, and blessed.”  The blessing that causes this privilege, fortune and happiness comes only from God.  The plural word “those” indicates that this blessing is available to any and all who desire it.  It is available to Jew and Gentile alike.


b.  The word PENTHEW, which means “to be sad, grieve, or mourn refers to the attitude of person who has lost a loved one or close friend.  The person who grieves and mourns at the death of a loved one will receive blessing from God.  They will be happy.  However, this applies only to believers.  There is no happiness, blessing, or fortune for the unbeliever in the eternal lake of fire.

2.  “because they will be comforted.”

a.  The reason for the blessing and happiness is the fact these believers will be comforted.  The comfort will come because of the resurrection of dead and eternal life of those who have believed in Jesus as the Messiah.


b.  The ultimate comfort of the believer at the death of a loved one is the comfort of knowing that they will be reunited with their loved ones after their own death and forever in resurrection bodies.  The definitive statement of this comfort is given here by our Lord, but the same principle is mentioned by Paul in 1 Thes 4:13-18, “Now we do not want you to be ignorant, brethren, about those who are asleep, in order that you might not grieve as in fact the rest who do not have hope.  For if we believe that Jesus died and has risen, so also God will bring with Him those who have fallen asleep through their relationship with Jesus.  For we declare this to you by means of the word of the Lord that we who remain alive at the coming of the Lord will never precede those who have fallen asleep, because the Lord Himself, by means of a command, by means of the sound of an archangel, that is, by means of the trumpet blast of God, will descend from heaven, and the dead in Christ will rise first, then we who are alive, the ones who are left behind, at the same time we shall be snatched together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the atmosphere and so we shall always be with the Lord.  Therefore comfort one another with these doctrines.”


c.  The future tense of the verb points to the millennial kingdom of Christ, because all believers, who died prior to the second advent of Christ will return with Him in resurrection body to be joined with their living relatives who survive the Tribulation.  All believers of human history enter into the millennial reign of Christ, both those who have died and those who survive the Tribulation.  Therefore, this declaration by Jesus is a guarantee of life in the kingdom of the heavens.


d.  During the millennial reign of Christ, death only exists for those not in a resurrection body who are executed as criminals or those who take their own life.  There will be no death due to old age or disease or by accidents.  The former grief and mourning at the loss of a loved one will cease to exist.  There will only be comfort and happiness—an awesome blessing.

3.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  Wiersbe says this is mourning over our sins.  Mourning over sins doesn’t even come close to mourning the death of a loved one.


b.  Barbieri says this mourning is from those who recognize their needs.
  Whatever that means.

c.  Mills says they are mourning because they are repentant of sin and recognizing utter dependence on God for forgiveness.  They are comforted from the guilt of their sins.
  Does God comfort us because we have sinned or does He discipline us in righteousness and justice?


d.  “Those who mourn are not necessarily the bereaved, or even the penitent.  They are those whose life is an unhappy one, and particularly those who suffer for their loyalty to God.  The verse echoes Isa 61:2, which promises consolation as a part of the Messiah’s work. [However, Isa 61:2 does not support this commentators premise that those who mourn refers to those who are suffering generally.]  In God’s salvation they will find a happiness which transcends their worldly condition.  The use of the passive they shall be comforted is a Semitic idiom for what God will do.”
  The last statement is the only correct one by this commentator.

e.  “Mourning includes grief caused by both personal sin and loss and social evil and oppression.”
  This commentator is echoing the ideas of the other commentators—a form of ‘group-think’, resulting in ‘group-wrong’.

f.  “We see mourners as people to be pitied, helped, comforted, but not as those to be envied as the recipients of God’s blessing.  It is this that makes the reference to ordinary mourning as we know it so very difficult.  It is not easy to think that Jesus is speaking of those who have suffered bereavement [It is easy for me to think so.]; for example, and saying that they are not really in an unhappy situation because one day they will be consoled [That is not at all what Jesus is saying.]. It is much more likely that He is referring to a more fundamental kind of mourning.  [No, the Lord is referring to the kind of mourning people suffer at the loss of a loved one.]  [Here comes the same wrong argument as exhibited above by the other commentators.  Here comes more group-think.]  Perhaps we should bear in mind that typically the worldly take a lighthearted attitude to the serious issues of life, a fact that is very evident in our modern pleasure-loving generation. In their seeking after self-gratification and pleasure they do not grieve over sin or evil. Because they do not grieve over what is wrong in themselves, they do not repent; and because they do not grieve over the wrong they share with others in the communities in which they live, they take few steps to set things right.  Because they are not moved by the plight of the poor and the suffering, they make no move to help the world’s unfortunates.  It may be that Jesus is saying that our values are wrong and that it is those who mourn in the face of the evils that are part and parcel of life as we know it, those who mourn over the way God’s cause is so often neglected and His people despised, who are the truly blessed ones.”


g.  “The sorrow for our sins in true contrition should not be excluded from this mourning.  Instead of excluding sorrow for sin, this is the chief part of the lament.  The greatest of all comfort is the absolution pronounced upon every contrite mourning sinner.”
  The source of the group-think.

Not a single one of these commentators seriously entertained the idea that this mourning is related to the death of a loved one.  And that is a true disappointment, because one of the greatest of eternal blessings and happiness is the eternal life that believers have with loved ones in God’s kingdom on earth and in heaven.  How these commentators can ignore this wonderful promise and make this all about contrition over sinfulness is beyond me.  Didn’t Paul tell us to “forget those things [sins] which are behind”?  Are we not supposed to confess our sins, forget our sins, and keep moving forward to the upward station in Christ Jesus?  The fruit of the Spirit is not constant contrition and mourning over our past sins.
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