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

 is the predicate nominative from the adjective MAKARIOS, which means “(1) fortunate; happy; (2) privileged; blessed.”  Then we have the nominative subject from the masculine plural article and adjective PTWCHOS, meaning “the poor.”  The predicate nominative and subject nominative without a verb indicates the deliberate omission of the verb EIMI, meaning “to be: [are].  This is followed by the locative of sphere from the neuter singular article and noun PNEUMA, which means “in spirit.”

“‘Blessed [are] the poor in spirit,”
 is the causal use of the conjunction HOTI, meaning “because,” followed by the genitive of possession from the third person masculine singular personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “theirs; belongs to them.”  Then we have the third person singular present active indicative from the verb EIMI, which means “to be: is.”


The present tense is an aoristic present, which describes the present state of being as a fact.


The active voice indicates that the poor in spirit produce the state of having something.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Finally, we have the nominative subject from the feminine singular article and noun BASILEIA, which means “the kingdom” plus the descriptive genitive or genitive of identity from the masculine plural article and noun OURANOS, meaning “of the heavens.”

“because the kingdom of the heavens is theirs.”
Mt 5:3 corrected translation
“‘Blessed [are] the poor in spirit, because the kingdom of the heavens is theirs.”
Explanation:
1.  “‘Blessed [are] the poor in spirit,”

a.  In English word order this says, “The poor in spirit are blessed, fortunate, privileged, and happy.”  So let’s deal with the subject first.  Who are the poor in spirit, and to what does the word ‘spirit’ refer?



(1)  The ‘poor’ here are not financially poor.  This person can be anyone regardless of financial status.  This ‘poor’ person is deficient, lacking, devoid of, deprived, unfortunate, underprivileged, and pitiable.



(2)  The word ‘spirit’ does not refer to the Holy Spirit or the human spirit, but to the person’s mental attitude toward life in general.  Their general outlook on life is one of discouragement, depression, defeat, despair, and unhappiness.



(3)  This state of mind can apply at times to anyone, believer or unbeliever, but because of the next line in this statement, we know that this can only refer to a believer.  This state of mind is also applicable to any person regardless of race (Jew or Gentile).  In addition, this state of mind is applicable to any time in human history except the millennial reign of Christ.


b.  The Lord is primarily addressing believers, regardless of race, during any period of human history prior to His millennial reign.  Because of their persecution and the unfairness of Satan’s cosmic system against them, they may have a poor mental attitude from time to time.


c.  Does the subject “the poor in spirit” refer to Church Age believers?  No, absolutely not.  We, of all people, are indwelt by the Spirit, sealed by the Spirit, filled with the Spirit, baptized by the Spirit, regenerated by the Spirit, and have a perfect, functioning human spirit.  In no sense can we ever be said to be ‘poor in spirit’.

2.  “because the kingdom of the heavens is theirs.”

a.  But there is reason for them to not be poor in spirit, when they contemplate the future.  They have a very good reason to consider themselves blessed, fortunate, happy, and privileged.  They own the kingdom of the heavens.  The kingdom of the heavens belongs to them.  They will be citizens of the kingdom of the heavens.


b.  This ‘kingdom’ is said to be ‘of the heavens’, which means it will belong to God.  It will be God’s kingdom and include all three heavens (the first heaven—the atmosphere around the earth; the second heaven—the stellar universe; and the third heaven—the throne room of God).  This does not and cannot occur until the millennial reign of Christ.  This kingdom has two parts: the spiritual part and the physical part.  The spiritual part can belong to any believer now, but the physical part must await the second advent of Christ.


c.  So the kingdom of the heavens, i.e., the kingdom of God belongs to only believers and only in its totality in the future reign of Christ.  Because they will own this kingdom, i.e., be a part of it, the poor in spirit have reason to be happy and blessed right now.  They have something to look forward to in which they will never be poor in spirit.  In fact, they will be filled with the Spirit.

3.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “To be poor in spirit means to be humble [If Jesus had meant to say that, He would have used the Greek word for ‘humility’.], to have a correct estimate of oneself.  It does not mean to be ‘poor spirited’ and have no backbone at all!  ‘Poor in spirit’ is the opposite of the world’s attitudes of self-praise and self-assertion.”


b.  “The poor in spirit are those who consciously depend on God [? This ignores the root meaning of the word ‘poor’.], not on themselves; they are ‘poor’ inwardly, having no ability in themselves to please God.”


c.  “‘Poor’ literally means economic dependence, but because of the way God had organized Jewish society there should not have been any ongoing poverty.  So ‘poor’ became synonymous with ‘oppressed’ or ‘afflicted’ because others had despised God’s law.  The poor therefore turned, helpless and humble, to God.  From this there developed a specific spiritual connotation of ‘poor’ meaning all those who turn to God in great need and seek His help.  The term ‘poor in spirit’ means ‘dependent for spiritual help.’”
  It is quite a stretch to go from ‘spirit’ in the sense of one’s mental attitude to ‘spiritual help’.  This kind of comment is reading one’s theology into one’s explanation instead of letting to text determine one’s theology.

d.  “‘Blessed’ is a misleading translation of makarios, which does not denote one whom God blesses (which would be eulogētos, reflecting the Hebrew word bārûk), but represents the Hebrew word ’ašrê, meaning ‘fortunate’, and is used, like ’ašrê, almost entirely in the formal setting of a beatitude.  It introduces someone who is to be congratulated, someone whose place in life is an enviable one.  ‘Happy’ is better than ‘blessed’, but only if used not of a mental state but of a condition of life [A person’s condition of life is dependent upon their mental state.].  ‘Fortunate’ or ‘well off’ is less ambiguous.  It is not a psychological description, but a recommendation [?  Being happy, being fortunate, being privileged is a recommendation rather than a mental attitude?  Are you serious?].  The poor in spirit are those who humbly trust God, even though their loyalty results in oppression and material disadvantage, in contrast with the ‘wicked’ who arrogantly set themselves up against God and persecute His people.  The emphasis is on piety and suffering, and on dependence on God, not on material poverty as such.  In later Jewish writings, particularly the Psalms of Solomon and the Qumran literature ‘the poor’ continues to denote the faithful and persecuted people of God, whom He will ultimately vindicate.”


e.  “‘Poor in spirit’ must refer not to a poor quality of faith but to the acknowledgment of one’s spiritual powerlessness and bankruptcy apart from Christ.  Both Matthew and Luke picture those who because of sustained economic privation and social distress have confidence only in God.  This interpretation coincides with Paul’s observation in Corinth that most who were becoming Christians came from the poorer classes of society (1 Cor 1:26–29).  It is consistent with the experience of a majority of Jesus’ own followers who came from the poor, and it fits in with the fact that in many periods of world history including our own, the gospel has spread fastest among those who have had the fewest possessions to stand in the way of whole-hearted commitment to God.”
  This commentator goes from spiritual powerlessness to economic privation as the meaning of ‘poor in spirit’ and both are wrong.


f.  “For blessed many translations use expressions of a somewhat secular nature, such as ‘fortunate’ or ‘happy’.  These bring out the joy that is conveyed by Jesus’ word, but not its full religious content.  There is more to blessedness than happiness.  The poor in spirit in the sense of this beatitude are those who recognize that they are completely and utterly destitute in the realm of the spirit.  They recognize their lack of spiritual resources and therefore their complete dependence on God.  It is the opposite of the Pharisaic pride in one’s own virtue with which Jesus was so often confronted.  Jesus is not saying that poverty is a blessing in itself.  It is easy for the interpreter smugly to transform the meaning of what Jesus says into an understanding of which the interpreter approves and avoid any real contact with the poverty-stricken.  Poverty is not a blessing, nor is powerlessness.  Whatever Jesus meant, it was surely not that these states are blessed in themselves.  He knew poverty, and he knew powerlessness in the face of a government that did not care.  Any interpretation of His teaching that makes these things in themselves a blessing simply fails to take notice of reality. Jesus is pronouncing a blessing on those empty of any spiritual resource.  We must bear in mind that the poor in this sense are not the poverty stricken as such, but God’s poor, people oppressed by tyrants but trusting God, people who have nothing, no resource but God.  We are to understand these not merely of people who lack in worldly goods but of the faithful though downtrodden poor, those who look to God for their deliverance.  Of these lowly people Jesus says, theirs is the kingdom of heaven.  We should understand this in the sense of consequence rather than reward.  In no sense do they merit the kingdom, but being what they are they possess it.  Those who are not poor in spirit can never have membership in the kingdom.  In the basic sense, of course, the kingdom belongs to God, and it is often said to be His.  But in another sense membership in the kingdom belongs to all the people of God, and it is something like this that is in mind here.  Jesus is saying that the lowly are especially characteristic of the kingdom.  The riches of the kingdom belong to them in the fullest measure.  The full blessing in all the beatitudes is future.  But this present points to a significant blessing for the poor in spirit right now.”


g.  Lenski says the phrase ‘poor with respect to the spirit’(his translation) refers to being humble in one’s mental attitude, which the primary requirement for entrance into the kingdom.
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