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

 is the second person plural aorist active indicative from the verb AKOUW, which means “to hear; to listen to.”


The culminative aorist regards the action in its entirety as a fact with emphasis on its completion.  This is brought out in translation by use of the English auxiliary verb “have.”


The active voice indicates that Jesus’ audience has produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Next we have the conjunction HOTI, meaning “that” and used to introduce the content of some sensory action (hearing).  This is followed the third person singular aorist passive indicative from the verb EIPON, which means “to be said; to be spoken.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the action in its entirety as a fact.


The passive voice indicates that something received the action of being said.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

“You have heard that it was said,”
 is the absolute negative OU, which slams the door shut.  It is translated “not.”  With this we have the second person singular future active indicative from the verb MOICHEUW, which means “to commit adultery.”


The future tense is a predictive future, which affirms what will not take place with the sense of a command.


The active voice indicates that everyone in the audience to whom Jesus is speaking was expected to produce the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

““You will not commit adultery.””
Mt 5:27 corrected translation
“You have heard that it was said, “You will not commit adultery.””
Explanation:
1.  “You have heard that it was said,”

a.  Our Lord continues with another illustration of His standard of behavior expected in His kingdom.  Did this apply to the people to whom He was addressing right then?  Yes.  Is it the standard for His millennial reign?  Yes.  Does it therefore apply to members of the royal family of Church Age believers now?  Yes, absolutely.  Adultery is never condoned under any circumstances at any time in any dispensation of history.


b.  The subject “you” continues to refer to the disciples and crowds, listening to Jesus.  They have heard this principle and commandment from the teaching of the Mosaic Law, the Torah, by the Levitical priests, the scribes, Pharisees, Sadducees, and lawyers in Israel.


c.  It was recorded by Moses is Ex 20:14, which is quoted here from the Septuagint, which represents the Hebrew text accurately.

2.  ““You will not commit adultery.””

a.  The command is simple—a married person, whether male or female, is never to have sexual relations with anyone other than their spouse, period.  No exceptions; no excuses; no other justifications.  Adultery is not the same as fornication, which is the act of having sex outside of marriage.  The unmarried person commits the sin of fornication.  The married person commits the sin of adultery.


b.  Adultery was a sin, punishable by death through stoning.  Sex was a gift from God to the married couple and was not to be violated for any reason whatsoever.  To do so was not to be tolerated by the Jewish society.  Sex in marriage was and is a sacred representation of the intimate love between God and the believer.  It was not to be corrupted by the lust pattern of the selfish sin nature.  All sexual sins are a matter of selfish, self-gratification.  There is no ounce of love in any of them.


c.  Adultery will not be tolerated in the Lord’s millennial kingdom, nor is it excused in the Church Age among members of the royal family.  Does God forgive the commission of this sin?  Yes, He most certainly does as with all sin, but that does not give anyone the license to commit this sin.  No one gets away with this sin.  They may be forgiven, but they will still suffer the consequences of their wrongdoing.


d.  The future tense of this verb functions like a command.  It is like a parent saying to a child, “You will not go outside and play until you have cleaned your room.”  This is not a prediction of the future, but a dogmatic and emphatic statement that the child will not do something.  God dogmatically and emphatically forbids the commission of the sin of adultery.

3.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “Jesus affirmed God’s law of purity, and then explained that the intent of this law was to reveal the sanctity of sex and the sinfulness of the human heart.  God created sex, and God protects sex.  He has the authority to regulate it and to punish those who rebel against His laws.  He does not regulate sex because He wants to rob us, but rather, because He wants to bless us.”


b.  “The Pharisees’ teaching was concerned only with the outward act.  They said the only way one could commit adultery was through an act of sexual union.  They correctly quoted the commandment, but they missed its point.”


c.  “Adultery usually referred to sexual relations by a married person with a partner other than his or her spouse, but verse 28 makes clear that Jesus is not limiting His commandments to married people but speaking of sexual sin in general.”


d.  “The prohibition is exactly as in the Old Testament (Ex 20:14; Dt 5:17).  In the ancient world generally it was held that a married man could have sexual adventures as long as they did not involve a married woman (which would mean violating the rights of her husband).  A woman, however, was expected to have no such relations; she should be chaste before marriage and faithful after it.  The command Jesus cites makes no distinction; people of both sexes were to remain faithful.  Specifically He speaks of the man as the adulterer.”


e.  “God intended this commandment to be more than just a civil law.”
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