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

 is the second person singular aorist active imperative of the verb APHIĒMI, which means “to leave.”


The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which views the action in its entirety as a fact.


The active voice indicates that the believer is expected to produce the action.


The imperative mood is a command.

Next we have the adverb of place EKEI, meaning “there.”  This is followed by the accusative direct object from the neuter singular article and noun DWRON with the possessive genitive from the second person singular personal pronoun SU, meaning “your offering.”  Then we have the preposition EMPROSTHEN plus the adverbial genitive of place from the neuter singular article and noun THUSIASTĒRION, meaning “before the altar” or “in front of the altar.”

“leave your offering there before the altar”
 is the additive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and,” followed by the second person singular present active imperative of the verb HUPAGW, which means “to go.”


The present tense is a customary present for what is reasonably expected to occur.


The active voice indicates that the angry believer is expected to produce the action.


The imperative mood is a command.

Next we have the ordinal adverb PRWTOS, meaning “first.”  Then we have the second person singular aorist passive imperative of the verb DIALLASSW, which means “to be reconciled.”


The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which views the action in its entirety as a fact.


The passive voice indicates that the angry believer receives the action of being reconciled.


The imperative mood is a command.

This is followed by the dative indirect object or the instrumental of association from the masculine singular article and noun ADELPHOS with the possessive genitive from the second person singular personal pronoun SU, meaning “to your brother” or “with your brother.”

“and go, first be reconciled to your brother,”
 is the continuative/additive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the adverb of time TOTE, meaning “then.”  This is followed by the nominative second person masculine singular aorist active participle of the verb ERCHOMAI, which means “to come.”


The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which views the action in its entirety as a fact.


The active voice indicates that the reconciled believer produces the action.


The participle is a temporal participle that precedes the action of the main verb and can be translated “after coming.”

Next we have the second person singular present active imperative of the verb PROSPHERW, which means “to bring.”


The present tense is a customary present for what is reasonably expected to occur.


The active voice indicates that the reconciled believer produces the action.


The imperative mood is a command.

Finally, we have the accusative direct object from the neuter singular article and noun DWRON with the possessive genitive from the second person singular personal pronoun SU, meaning “your offering.”

“and then, after coming, bring your offering.”
Mt 5:24 corrected translation
“leave your offering there before the altar and go, first be reconciled to your brother, and then, after coming, bring your offering.”
Explanation:
1.  “leave your offering there before the altar”

a.  This verse is the continuation of the sentence begun in the previous verse.  The entire sentence now reads: “Therefore, if you bring your offering to the altar, and there you remember that your brother has something against you, leave your offering there before the altar and go, first be reconciled to your brother, and then, after coming, bring your offering.”

b.  The subject of this verse is the believer who has said or done something to offend or wrong another person (whether believer or unbeliever).  They have brought their thanksgiving offering (or possibly a sin offering) to the temple in Jerusalem to be offered on the altar.  As they are standing in line (there was always a line) waiting their turn, they remember the wrong that they have done the other person, and are told by Jesus to leave their offering at the altar and then take another action—they are to go find the other person.


c.  Imagine you are from Galilee, sitting in this crowd, and listening to what Jesus has just said.  You have taken a lamb seventy miles to Jerusalem for sacrifice.  Now you are expected to leave the lamb there, make the four day walk back to Galilee, find the other person, be reconciled to them, return to Jerusalem, find the lamb and then offer it.  Was Jesus exaggerating to make a point?  You bet He was.  What is the point?  Interpersonal relationships are more important than sacrifice to God.  If we are not right with others, then we are not right with God.

2.  “and go, first be reconciled to your brother,”

a.  Jesus’ command is to “Go.”  Go away from the altar and Jerusalem temple, and go find the person you have wronged.  After finding them, then be reconciled to them.  This is going to require an apology as a minimum, and perhaps even restitution or financial compensation, depending on the nature of the wrong.


b.  The word “first” indicates God’s priority in this matter.  The Lord wants us to be right with one another before we come to Him for forgiveness or for thanksgiving.

3.  “and then, after coming, bring your offering.”

a.  The sequence of actions continues with what the believer should do after being reconciled to the person they have wronged.  The phrase “after coming” means after coming back to the altar in Jerusalem with one’s offering.  After being reconciled, this believer is qualified to bring an offering of any type to the Lord.  His offering will be acceptable to the Lord, because he has made the attempt or actually has been reconciled to the person he has wronged.


b.  How does this apply to the Church Age believer?  There is no point in giving money, offering prayers, or doing ‘good deeds’ for God unless we are in right relationships with others.  Will the standard Jesus has described here apply to His millennial reign?  Yes, absolutely; for offerings will be restored in the millennial reign of Christ.  There will always be prayers of thanksgiving offered to God.  And believers born during His millennial reign will be born with sin natures, will eventually sin, and will be required to offer sacrifices for sin.


c.  “There are several passages in the Old Testament that clearly indicate animal sacrifice will be re-instituted during the millennial kingdom.  Some passages mention it in passing as the topic of the millennial kingdom is discussed, passages like Isa 56:6-8; Zech 14:16; and Jer 33:15-18.  The passage that is the most extensive, giving the greatest detail, is Ezek 43:18-46:24.  It should be noted that this is part of a greater passage dealing with the millennial kingdom, a passage that begins with Ezek 40.  In Ezek 40, the Lord begins to give details of the temple that will exist during the millennial kingdom, a temple that dwarfs all other temples previously built, even Herod’s temple that was quite large, which existed during the earthly ministry of Christ.  After giving details concerning the size and appearance of the temple and the altar, the Lord then begins to give detailed instruction as to the animal sacrifices that will be offered (Ezek 43:18-27).  In chapter 44, the Lord gives instructions as to who will be offering sacrifices to the Lord.  The Lord states that all of the Levites will not be offering blood and fat to the Lord due to previous sin; it will be those from the lineage of Zadok (verse 15).  Chapters 45 and 46 continue to mention that animal sacrifices will be made.”

4.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “Without such reconciliation, gifts presented at the altar mean nothing.”


b.  “If God’s forgiving, reconciling work does not find expression in our relationships, then our worship of God is empty.”


c.  “Jesus introduced a remarkable teaching in verses 23-24; for He places a primacy on repairing relationships between believers which supplants even worship.  The logic in this is that ill will between fellow-believers precludes true worship.”


d.  “Jesus’ instruction to interrupt such a solemn occasion indicates the importance of the demand.  Its application is of course far wider than the specific occasion of a sacrifice in the temple in Jerusalem, which would be a very rare and significant experience for his Galilean audience.”


e.  “Leave your gift is a sharp command; there is something more urgent than completing the act of sacrifice.  The worshiper is to leave the animal right there, in front of the altar, and go.  The interruption of so solemn an act emphasizes the overriding importance of reconciliation.  First has a time reference: ‘in the first place, before doing anything else.’  It is important that the worshiper get his priorities right, and the first thing to do is to effect reconciliation.  He must take whatever steps are needed to restore harmony, and only when this is done may he come back and resume his offering.  The act of sacrifice is not as important as the spirit in which it is done.”
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