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 is the nominative subject from the masculine singular relative pronoun HOS with the indefinite particle EAN (a variation from the particle AN), which together mean “whoever.”  With this we have the postpositive inferential conjunction OUN, meaning “Therefore.”  This is followed by the third person singular aorist active subjunctive from the verb LUW, which means “to do away with, destroy, bring to an end, abolish; when used of commandments, laws, statements, it means: to repeal, annul, or abolish.”
  Annul means to rescind or cancel something.


The aorist tense is a constative/futuristic aorist, which views the present and potential future action in its entirety.


The active voice indicates that ‘whoever’ produces the action.


The subjunctive mood is a subjunctive of purpose.

Next we have the accusative direct object from the feminine singular cardinal adjective HEIS, meaning “one” plus the ablative of the whole from the feminine plural article and noun ENTOLĒ with the demonstrative pronoun HOUTOS, meaning “of these commandments.”  Then we have the ablative of the whole from the feminine plural superlative adjective ELACHISTOS, meaning “the smallest; of the least.”

“Therefore, whoever annuls one of the least of these commandments”
 is the additive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the third person singular aorist active subjunctive from the verb DIDASKW, which means “to teach.”  The morphology is the same as the previous verb.  This is followed by the adverb of manner HOUTWS, which means “thus, so, in the same manner, or in the same way.”  Next we have the accusative direct object from the masculine singular article and noun ANTHRWPOS, meaning “men.”

“and teaches men in the same manner,”
 is the nominative of appellation from the masculine singular superlative adjective ELACHISTOS, which means “‘Least’.”  Next we have the third person singular future passive indicative from the verb KALEW, which means “to be called.”


The future tense is a predictive future, which affirms what will take place.


The passive voice indicates that this person will receive the action of being called by the title ‘Least’.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

This is followed by the preposition EN plus the locative of place from the feminine singular article and noun BASILEIA with the descriptive genitive or genitive of identity from the masculine plural article and noun OURANOS, meaning “in the kingdom of the heavens.”

“will be called ‘Least’ in the kingdom of the heavens;”
 is the adversative use of the postpositive conjunction DE (the E is dropped because the next word begins with a vowel), meaning “however.”  With this we have the nominative subject from the masculine singular relative pronoun HOS with the indefinite particle AN, which means “whoever.”  Then we have the third person singular aorist active subjunctive from the verbs POIEW, meaning “to do, to keep” and DIDASKW, meaning “to teach.”  The morphology is identical to the first aorist active subjunctive verb in the verse.  There is no direct object in the Greek, but English grammar requires us to provide one, which we do in the word “[them],” referring to the commandments, which were the accusative direct object in the introductory clause.

“however, whoever keeps and teaches [them],”
 is the nominative subject from the masculine singular demonstrative pronoun HOUTOS, which can be translated “this one” or as a substitute for the personal pronoun, “he.”  But since the subject ‘he’ is contained within the verb KALEW, the use of HOUTOS as a substitute for the person pronoun is redundant and unnecessary.  Therefore, it is used for emphasis and “this one” is the better translation.  Next we have the nominative of appellation from the adjective MEGAS, which means “‘Great’.”  This is followed by the third person singular future passive indicative from the verb KALEW, which means “to be called.”  The morphology is the same as its previous use.  The final phrase ( = ‘in the kingdom of the heavens’) is identical to its previous use.

“this one shall be called ‘Great’ in the kingdom of the heavens.”
Mt 5:19 corrected translation
“Therefore, whoever annuls one of the least of these commandments and teaches men in the same manner will be called ‘Least’ in the kingdom of the heavens; however, whoever keeps and teaches [them], this one shall be called ‘Great’ in the kingdom of the heavens.”
Explanation:
1.  “Therefore, whoever annuls one of the least of these commandments”

a.  Based on the fact that not a single stroke of the pen will not come to pass before the end of human history, our Lord states a dogmatic inference that applies to anyone who attempts to abolish, abrogate, nullify, or repeal even the very least, insignificant, smallest, or unimportant commands found in Scripture.


b.  The subject “whoever” primarily applies to the teachers of the Law—the scribes, Pharisees, lawyers, Sadducees, and Levitical priests.  But it also applies to anyone listening to Jesus who attempts to distort His words or sayings.


c.  To annul something means to declare that it is no longer in effect, that it no longer is necessary, that it doesn’t have to be obeyed, or that it has served its usefulness and no longer applies.  We must be careful in applying this statement to the commands of Scripture.  For example, Leviticus clearly commands animal sacrifices.  However, these sacrifices are now no longer in effect, since the one, true sacrifice for sin has taken place by our Lord at the Cross.  This is why animal sacrifices are no longer applicable in the Church Age.  We have not annulled the Law of animal sacrifices, because that law has been completely fulfilled.


d.  Jesus is warning His hearers not to try and do away with commands that are still in effect throughout history, such as ‘do not murder’, ‘do not steal’, or ‘do not commit adultery’.  These permanent commands are not to be abolished, because of the whims of society; for example, ‘a man shall not lie with a man as with a woman’.  Regardless of societal norms accepting homosexuality, God’s commands against it have not been annulled.
2.  “and teaches men in the same manner”

a.  This phrase tells us that the person or people attempting to annul one of God’s permanent commands is a teacher of others.  This clearly points to scribes, Pharisees, lawyers, Sadducees, and Levitical priests, but can also refer to any false teacher of the Church Age.


b.  There are people who assert that they are speaking for God, who teach others things that are not part of the word of God.  This is true of every Mormon ‘pastor’ that has stood before a Mormon congregation.  This is true of every Catholic priest who teaches his congregation to pray to Mary or the saints or that communion is partaking of the literal body and blood of Christ through transubstantiation.


c.  This also applies to any pastor who knowingly distorts or twists the meaning of the word of God in their presentation of the explanation of Scripture in order to fit their theological bias.

3.  “will be called ‘Least’ in the kingdom of the heavens;”

a.  These false teachers or corrupt teachers will receive a title that they were wear before others in the kingdom of the heavens.  For example, on an Army uniform it says ‘Army’ over the breast pocket on one side and the person’s last name on the other side.  These communicators of false doctrine will have their name on one side and the title ‘Least’ on the other side.


b.  Notice that these false teachers will be in the kingdom of the heavens, which means that they are either believers who enter the kingdom, because they have believed in Christ, or they are born into the kingdom during the reign of Christ and are unbelievers.  It is more likely that the latter is true than the former.


c.  There is no question about the fact that there are Church Age believers that become false teachers and will fit into this category in the millennial reign of Christ.  Paul gives an example in:



(1)  1 Tim 1:19-20, “Keep having and holding doctrine and a clear conscience, which doctrine certain ones, having rejected, have suffered shipwreck with regard to their doctrine.  Among whom are Hymenaeus and Alexander, whom I have delivered over to Satan, in order that they might be taught by discipline not to blaspheme.”



(2)  2 Tim 4:3, “For there will be a time when they [believers] will not endure [put up with, tolerate] correct teaching, but according to their own desires they will accumulate to themselves [false] teachers, because of itching ears [hearing only what they want to hear].”



(3)  2 Tim 4:9-10a, “Make every effort to come to me without delay; for Demas has deserted me, because he has loved the present world…”

4.  “however, whoever keeps and teaches [them],”

a.  Then our Lord turns the coin over and shows us the other side.


b.  The subject “whoever” switches from false teachers to true teachers.  These are the faithful disciples of the Lord, the apostles, the Church Age prophets (temporary spiritual gift), pastors, evangelists, and others who do not distort the commands of Scripture, but hold true to the permanent commands of Scripture that apply at all times.


c.  These communicators of God’s word keep, guard, protect, obey, and teach accurately what the word of God says.  They learn and understand as best they can (such as Apollos before being corrected by Priscilla and Aquila) and then continue to teach faithfully as long and as much as they can.  These communicators of God’s word are students of the word of God and try to be as accurate as possible in instructing others.  They do not allow their theological bias to twist a passage into saying what they want it to say rather than what it is literally saying.


d.  These teachers of doctrine do not try to conform what the word of God says to current norms and standards accepted by society that conflict with the obvious teaching of Scripture.

5.  “this one shall be called ‘Great’ in the kingdom of the heavens.”

a.  The Lord then emphatically calls the true teacher of God’s word “this one,” which points them out as being above and beyond the common person.  They are special in God’s estimation, because they have accurately and faithfully tried to teach the word of God to others.


b.  Because of this, they too will receive a special title.  They will be called “Great.”  Imagine a soldier with a bunch of colored ribbons over their left breast pocket on their dress whites (the uniform of glory).  Each of the different colored ribbons represents a decoration given by the Lord.  One of those colored ribbons will be the “Great” ribbon.  They will be recognized for all eternity by that decoration/award.  But first this decoration will be seen for the thousand-year reign of Jesus in His millennial kingdom.


c.  Again this kingdom is called the kingdom of the heavens, because Jesus will rule over the atmosphere around the earth, the stellar universe, and is still co-regent with God the Father on His throne, even though He has a throne on earth in Jerusalem.

6.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “Jesus wants us to know more of the righteousness of God, obey it, and share it with others.  The moral law of God has not changed.  Nine of the Ten Commandments are repeated in the New Testament epistles and commanded to believers.  (The exception is the Sabbath commandment, which was given as a sign to Israel, Neh. 9:14.).”


b.  “Jesus maintained that obedience or disobedience to the law began inwardly, in the human heart.  It was not sufficient to conform one’s outward actions and words to what the law required; the thought-life must be conformed to it first of all.  One of the Old Testament psalmists voiced his feelings thus: ‘I desire to do your will, O my God; your law is within my heart’ (Ps 40:8).  This Psalm is not quoted by Jesus in the Gospels, but in another place in the New Testament its language is applied to Him (Heb 10:7, 9).  It does indeed express very well the attitude of Jesus himself and the attitude which He recommended to His hearers.  Where the mind and will are set to do the will of God, the speaking and acting will not deviate from it.”


c.  “Jesus hinted of degrees of reward in the Kingdom, and this is a subject He would develop more fully in Mt 6:1–7:5.  Consider verse 19 carefully; for it reveals that setting the Law aside does not exclude a believer from the Kingdom, but will certainly affect His eternal status; note the consequence well, the culprit is not excluded from the Kingdom, but his position is ‘least.’  If there are great rewards, there must be lesser rewards.  Again, we are being told that there are levels of eternal reward in Heaven.”


d.  “This verse warns the disciples against altering or setting aside any part of the law, however small.  This is Jesus’ teaching for His own disciples, not a traditional Jewish saying.  (Least is used chiefly for its rhetorical effect echoing the least commandment, though clearly within the kingdom of heaven there are those who are more or less consistent and effective in their discipleship; the thought is of quality of discipleship, not of ultimate rewards.  [A completely wrong statement.])  The good disciple will do and teach the commandments: he will go beyond lip-service, to be guided by them in his life and teaching.  Does this mean literal observance of every regulation?  Not if we may judge by verses 21–48 and e.g. Jesus’ attitude to the laws of uncleanness (Mt 15:1–20; Mk 7:19).  The question of interpretation and application remains open: it is the attitude of respect and obedience which is demanded, and to this no single commandment can be an exception.”


e.  “The ‘least of these commandments’ reflects a typical Jewish view of a hierarchy or ranking of God’s priorities in the Torah, which Jesus Himself elsewhere endorses (Mt 23:23) even as He challenges some of the Pharisees’ and scribes’ priorities.  Even worse is their practice, as teachers, of not only misconstruing God’s will but also leading others astray.  But here Jesus is concerned most with His disciples as teachers, as He contrasts greatness and obscurity within the kingdom.  Variation of ranking within the community of God’s people is best taken as referring to those whom God will truly honor in the present age [why limit this to the present age?].  It is not as clear whether Jesus intends such ranking to include varying status in eternity, an idea that 20:1–16 seems to rule out [wrong; the rewards of Rev 2-3 are said to be permanent.].”


f.  “Therefore introduces the consequence of this permanence of Scripture.  Since Scripture is of continuing validity and Jesus is to fulfil it, the breaking of the least of the commandments is not unimportant.  The attitude condemned is one of doing away with the commandment in question, regarding it as nonexistent, as null and void.  Even to nullify just one commandment is serious.  The rabbis distinguished between ‘light’ and ‘heavy’ commandments, but it is unlikely that Jesus is accepting such a distinction.  He simply refers to the fact that some of the commandments are not as weighty as others, and He selects the least of them for notice.   Verses 21–48 show that this does not mean the literal interpretation of every injunction.  There must be careful interpretation.  But no commandment is to be taken lightly.  The person of whom Jesus is speaking not only fails to keep the light commandment but teaches others to take up the same attitude.  Such a person qualifies to be called least in God’s kingdom.  A wrong attitude to God’s commandments means a lowly position in God’s kingdom.  The other side of this coin concerns the person who both obeys the commandments and teaches others to do the same.  This is the person who attains honor, who is called great in the kingdom.  Apparently both are in the kingdom, but the former has just made it (1 Cor 3:15) whereas the latter is held in honor.”


g.  “Some deny the degrees of glory in heaven, but such degrees exist.”
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