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

 is the predicate nominative from the adjective MAKARIOS, which means “fortunate; happy; privileged; blessed.”  Then we have the nominative subject from the masculine plural articular present passive participle of the verb DIWKW, which means “to be persecuted.”


The article functions as a relative pronoun with an embedded demonstrative pronoun, translated “those who.”


The perfect tense is an intensive perfect, which conveys the idea of a present state resulting from a past action (faith in Christ).


The passive voice indicates that certain believers receive the action of being persecuted.


The participle is circumstantial.

Next we have the preposition HENEKA plus the ablative of cause
 from the feminine singular noun DIKAIOSUNĒ, which means “because of or on account of righteousness.”  The predicate nominative and subject nominative without a verb indicates the deliberate omission of the verb EIMI, meaning “to be: [are].”

“Blessed [are] those who are persecuted on account of righteousness,”
 is the causal use of the conjunction HOTI, meaning “because,” followed by the possessive genitive from the masculine plural personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “theirs.”   Next we have the third person singular present active indicative from the verb EIMI, meaning “to be: is.”


The present tense is an aoristic present, which regards the state of being as a fact.


The active voice indicates that those who are persecuted produce the action of owning the kingdom of the heavens.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Finally, we have the nominative subject from the feminine singular article and noun BASILEIA with the genitive of identity from the masculine plural article and noun OURANOS, meaning “the kingdom of the heavens.”

“because the kingdom of the heavens is theirs.”
Mt 5:10 corrected translation
“Blessed [are] those who are persecuted on account of righteousness, because the kingdom of the heavens is theirs.”
Explanation:
1.  “Blessed [are] those who are persecuted on account of righteousness,”

a.  The next promise of blessing deals with believers who are being persecuted by unbelievers (the same situation exists in the next verse as well).


b.  Notice that this persecution is on account of righteousness, not on account of wrongdoing.  Believers who break the law or do wrong in some manner receive the just punishment of their actions.  This is not persecution, but the consequences of a bad decision.


c.  The situation being described by Jesus is where the believer is persecuted by the unbeliever(s) because of their faith in Christ.  Remember that believers believe that God makes them righteous because of their faith in Christ.  The Jewish leaders of Israel rebelled and revolted against that concept as heresy.  They taught a system of righteousness based on doing the works of the Law.  And anyone who did not accept their teaching was persecuted.  Thus we see the example of this in what Saul of Tarsus did against Christians as a part of that persecution.


d.  This is the concept of spiritual righteousness versus legalism.  The Jewish leaders hated the whole concept of spiritual righteousness based on being a gift of God, given at the moment of faith in Jesus.  The word ‘righteousness’ is not about obeying the law, having unconditional love toward others, or doing what is right in any given situation.  This ‘righteousness’ is about how a person is considered right before God.  And the Jewish leaders persecuted those who believed a person was right before God by believing that Jesus was the Messiah and Savior from their state of sinfulness.

2.  “because the kingdom of the heavens is theirs.”

a.  The reason for the blessing of the believer persecuted because of their faith in Christ is that the kingdom of the heavens (note the plural again) belongs to them.  The kingdom of the heavens includes the spiritual kingdom of heaven on earth before the physical millennial kingdom on earth.  It also includes the kingdom on earth during the millennial reign of our Lord, and the eternal kingdom of the heavens as a part of the eternal state.


b.  All three kingdoms belong to the person who believes in Christ.  They own a piece of each kingdom as residents of each kingdom.


c.  This is indirectly a promise of eternal life and eternal security.  It is also an indirect promise of resurrection.


d.  Believers aren’t persecuted for doing what is right; they are persecuted for believing what is right—their faith in Christ.  Satan, the fallen angels, and unbelievers (and sometimes even other believers) persecute us for what we believe, not because we are kind, considerate, and loving toward others.


e.  1 Pet 3:13-17, “Furthermore, who will mistreat you if you become adherents of what is intrinsically good?  But even if you may suffer because of virtue, [you are] happy. ‘And don’t even begin to be afraid of their fear, nor be disturbed.’  However, sanctify [have an attitude of deep respect, love, awe and esteem toward] the Lord Christ in your hearts, always ready to make a defense to anyone who asks you to account for the confidence in you, but with humility and respect have an intrinsically good conscience, in order that in that which you are criticized those who verbally abuse your intrinsically good conduct in Christ might be put to shame.  For [it is] better to suffer (if the will of God should desire) for doing what is right rather than for doing what is wrong.”

3.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “We must expect to be persecuted if we are living as God wants us to live. But we must be sure that our suffering is not due to our own foolishness or disobedience.”


b.  “The Pharisees felt they had attained righteousness and therefore did not have a desire for it; they were more concerned with ‘legalities’ of God’s and their own laws.”


c.  “The genuinely righteous will be subjected to persecution; in other words, if you are saved, Satan will ensure that you are persecuted.  Do not overlook the significance of the present tense, ‘theirs is the kingdom of heaven’; for it assures us that as past saints are already in the Kingdom, so we, the future saints of whom Jesus spoke, are also at present in the Kingdom.  We are now there in a spiritual sense, and in the future we will be there in a literal sense!”


d.  “This God-like character [righteousness], in its entirety, should be progressively seen in all true disciples, because only where it is found is the kingdom of heaven, God’s control, really effective.”
  This commentator is confusing experiential righteousness of functioning under the filling of the Holy Spirit with the imputed righteousness of God, given as a gift to the believer at salvation.  The Jewish leaders didn’t hate Christians because of their experiential righteousness of doing good to others, but because they believed they were ‘right’ before God because they believed in Jesus.  This commentator has the whole thing backwards.

e.  “The word ‘persecuted’ is mostly used of inflicting suffering on people who hold beliefs that the establishment frowns on, and it is this kind of persecution of which Jesus speaks here.  People may suffer for doing evil, but such suffering is punishment, not persecution, and in any case believers are not to suffer that way (1 Pet 4:15).  Jesus is speaking of those committed to God’s cause, and righteousness is the kind of conduct [this is not about conduct but about belief in Jesus] appropriate for those who have been given right standing before God.  Salvation is all of grace, but there is a kind of conduct that is expected of those who have received God’s good gift and it is that kind of conduct on which Jesus pronounces a blessing.  Those who undergo persecution for God’s cause and not for any fault of their own receive a blessing, and it is given in exactly the same words: the kingdom of heaven is theirs (verse 3).  There is the same underlying attitude and the same ultimate reward.”


f.  “Having stood firm under the test of persecution in the righteousness they attained by God’s grace, their great blessedness is that ‘theirs is the kingdom of the heavens’, and all the grace, gifts, and glory that go with the rule of the Messiah and King.”
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