John 1:1
Matthew 4:8



 is the temporal use of the adverb PALIN, meaning “Again,” followed by the third person singular present active indicative from the verb PARALAMBANW, which means “to take; to take along.”


The present tense is a historical present, which describes the past action as though occurring right now for the sake of vividness or liveliness in the narrative.  It is translated by the English past tense.


The active voice indicates that the devil produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Next we have the accusative direct object from the third person masculine singular personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “Him” and referring to Jesus.  Then we have the nominative subject from the masculine singular article and adjective DIABOLOS, meaning “the devil.”  This is followed by the preposition EIS plus the accusative of place from the neuter singular noun OROS (mountain) plus the adjective HUPSĒLOS (high) and the adverb LIAN, meaning “to a (exceedingly, extremely, or) very high mountain.”

“Again, the devil took Him to a very high mountain”
 is the additive/continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and,” followed by the present active indicative from the verb DEIKNUMI, which means “to show.”  The morphology is the same as the previous verb.  Then we have the dative direct object from the third person masculine singular personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “Him” and referring to Jesus.  Next we have the accusative direct object from the feminine plural adjective PAS plus the article and noun BASILEIA with the possessive genitive from the masculine singular article and noun KOSMOS, meaning “all the kingdoms of the world.”

“and showed Him all the kingdoms of the world”
 is the additive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and,” followed by the accusative direct object from the feminine singular article and noun DOXA with the possessive genitive from the third person feminine plural personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “their glory.”

“and their glory;”
Mt 4:8 corrected translation
“Again, the devil took Him to a very high mountain and showed Him all the kingdoms of the world and their glory;”
Lk 4:5, “And after leading Him up, he showed Him all the kingdoms of the world in a moment of time.”

Explanation:
1.  “Again, the devil took Him to a very high mountain”

a.  Matthew continues the story of the temptations and testing of Jesus by introducing us to another (the third and final) test/temptation.  The previous temptation had to do with a high place (the top of a building on the Temple grounds).  This temptation again deals with another extremely high place.


b.  This very high or extremely high place is on top of a mountain.  Since we know that Mount Everest is the highest mountain in the world, this is a likely location for this temptation.


c.  Commentators speculate over whether or not this literally happened, or whether Jesus is just seeing these things in a vision.  Taking someone to the top of a mountain is a literal act. Seeing all the kingdoms of the world at the same time is also an empirical act, but it can also be seen as a vision, since it is impossible to all the kingdoms of the world simultaneously.  And then, some would argue that it is too cold and there is no oxygen for Jesus to survive at that altitude.  All these questions and arguments are useless speculation.  The actual mountain is not named; therefore, it is useless to speculate which mountain is meant.  Also the mountain doesn’t need to be so high that there is cold and no oxygen.  It could just as easily be Pikes Peak at 14,110 feet has plenty of oxygen and isn’t cold at all in July-August (been there and done that).


d.  The main point here is that the devil is in control of the situation and Jesus permits this testing to take place as the necessary qualification for entrance into His public ministry.

2.  “and showed Him all the kingdoms of the world”

a.  The next thing Satan does is show Jesus all the kingdoms of the world.  Some people think that the devil showed Jesus all these kingdoms simultaneously, but that is not necessary to accomplish what Satan intends.  It makes more sense that Satan showed all the future kingdoms of the world one after another.  This would give a greater effect to his temptation.


b.  It is interesting to note that Satan knows that there will be future kingdoms of the world to show Jesus.  Satan doesn’t believe that the Jews will accept Jesus and have the millennial reign of Christ begin in the immediate future.  Satan can see the coming kingdoms of the world during the remainder of human history, right up to the millennial reign of Christ.  If Satan couldn’t know this, he couldn’t possibly show these future kingdoms to Jesus.


c.  We also must conclude that Satan was not showing Jesus the past kingdoms of the world that had already faded into human history (the Egyptian Empire, the Babylonian Empire, the Assyrian Empire, the Persian Empire, and the Greek Empire).  Instead he was either showing Jesus the present kingdoms of the world (such as the Roman Empire, the Chinese Empire, the Indian Empire) or the future kingdoms of the world (the French Empire, the Holy Roman Empire, the British Empire, the United States, and all future ‘kingdoms’, including the Revived Roman Empire).  In the latter case Satan would be showing Jesus a panorama of future human history.  But then we have the difficult question, ‘How does Satan know the future and is he capable of showing Jesus the future?  He is not omniscient; so does he really have the capability of showing Jesus the future?  I don’t believe Satan has this ability, since this ability is not attributed to him elsewhere in Scripture.  For example, he could not foresee his own fall and sentence at the lake of fire.  Therefore, it is most likely that all Satan could do at this point is show Jesus the current kingdoms of the world,

3.  “and their glory;”

a.  In addition the devil doesn’t show Jesus all the sin, evil, corruption, etc. in these kingdoms, but only their glory.  The word ‘glory’ refers to all the nice, good, pleasant, honorable, virtuous, and splendor of these kingdoms.  Satan leaves out the ‘bad’ and only shows Jesus the ‘good’.


b.  Satan is going to offer to Jesus all the good, wonderful, beautiful and glorious things that the world has with no mention of all the corruption that he has created in the world.  Jesus is only going to see what Satan wants Him to see.  Jesus will not see ‘the rest of the story’.  This is one of the deceptive parts of Satan’s offer.

4.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “Satan’s final test related to God’s plan for Jesus. It was and is God’s design that Jesus Christ rule the world.”


b.  “The third temptation was an appeal to the lust of the eyes: an appealing possession.”


c.  “Once more Satan takes Jesus along, but this time to a very high mountain.  From this standpoint the devil shows Jesus all earth’s kingdoms.  The world makes the expression as extensive as it can possibly be, and splendor brings out the attractiveness of those kingdoms at their best.  The fact that there is no mountain from which all the world may be seen literally favors the view that the tempter brings all this before the mind of Jesus.  Satan holds out before him the prospect of a mighty empire, one that would embrace the whole world.  When we contemplate the evils that flourish in even the best states we know and the wickedness that abounds in high places, we can see that to establish a worldwide empire that would be ruled with perfect justice was a real temptation, not a sham parade.  Nor should we dismiss the whole episode as something that happened to Jesus but has no relevance to anyone else.  Many who profess to follow the Christ have purchased their own “empires” at the cost of the acceptance of evil.”


d.  “Seeing the kingdoms of the world, we are told, was only a mental act; so why not also the being on a mountain?  For no physical mountain affords a view of all the kingdoms of the world.  One answer to this is that, if the showing of the kingdoms was mental only, no mental mountain was necessary; it would be wholly superfluous.  The second is that the plain verbs of both Matthew and Luke shut out this hypothesis.  The third is that, if by his mere volition Satan could project thoughts and feelings into the mind of Jesus and could make Jesus think He was where He actually was not, the mind of Jesus would be utterly helpless under the will of Satan.  Only by means of the words which Satan spoke could he present thoughts to the mind of Jesus; and these lying thoughts Jesus promptly rejected.  How this showing was performed, especially how the glory was made to appear, and that all in an instant, is beyond us.”
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