John 1:1
Matthew 4:4



 is the adversative use of the postpositive conjunction DE, meaning “However” plus the nominative masculine singular articular aorist deponent passive participle of the verb APOKRINOMAI, which means “to answer.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the action in its entirety as a fact.


The deponent passive voice is passive in form but active in meaning with the subject (Jesus) producing the action.


The participle is circumstantial and coterminous with the action of the main verb.

Next we have the third person singular aorist active indicative from the verb EIPON, which means “to say; speak; tell: He said.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the action in its entirety as a fact.


The active voice indicates that Jesus produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

This is followed by the third person singular perfect passive indicative from the verb GRAPHW, which means “to be written” in the passive voice.


The perfect tense is an intensive perfect, which views the action as a past, completed action with permanent present results.  This can and should be translated “It stands written.”


The active voice indicates that the word of God produces the state of standing written.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

“However, answering, He said, ‘It stands written,”
 is the strong negative adverb OUK, meaning “not,” followed by the preposition EPI plus the instrumental of means from the masculine singular noun ARTOS and the adjective MONOS, meaning “on only bread” or “on bread alone.”  Then we have the third person singular future middle indicative from the verb ZAW, which means “to live.”


The future tense is an imperative future, which affirms what shall take place.  With the negative is gives a mild command of what shall not take place.


The middle voice is an intensive middle, which emphasizes the personal responsibility of the subject (man) in producing the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Next we have the nominative subject from the masculine singular article and noun ANTHRWPOS, which means “man.”

““Man shall not live on bread alone,”
 is the strong adversative conjunction ALLA, meaning “but,” followed by the preposition EPI plus the instrumental of means from the neuter singular adjective PAS and the noun HRĒMA, meaning “on every word, saying, expression, or statement of any kind.”
  Next we have the instrumental neuter singular present deponent middle/passive participle of the verb EKPOREUOMAI, which means “to go forth, to come out, to go out; to proceed.”


The present tense is a retroactive progressive present, describing an action that began in the past and continues in the present.


The deponent middle/passive voice is middle/passive in form but active in meaning with the subject (every word) producing the action.


The participle is circumstantial.

Finally, we have the preposition DIA plus the adverbial genitive of place from the neuter singular noun STOMA plus the possessive genitive from the masculine singular noun THEOS, meaning “through or out of the mouth of God.”

“but on every word proceeding out of the mouth of God.”’”
Mt 4:4 corrected translation
“However, answering, He said, ‘It stands written, “Man shall not live on bread alone, but on every word proceeding out of the mouth of God.”’”
Explanation:
1.  “However, answering, He said, ‘It stands written,”

a.  In contrast to what the devil has suggested that Jesus do, our Lord answers Satan with His own statement.  Notice that the Lord is respectful in His reply to this evil creature.  Jesus does not malign, slander, or criticize him in any way, but maintains his honor, virtue, integrity and poise in the face of evil.


b.  The phrase ‘It stands written’ indicates that Jesus is going to quote from Scripture, that is, the Old Testament.  The quote comes from Dt 8:3, “He humbled you and let you be hungry, and fed you with manna which you did not know, nor did your fathers know, that He might make you understand that man does not live by bread alone, but man lives by everything that proceeds out of the mouth of the Lord.”  The person making this statement in Dt 8:3 is Moses.  Jesus quotes what Moses told the Jews at the second reading of the Law.


c.  In all three temptations our Lord will answer Satan with a quotation from the word of God.  Jesus uses Scripture as His defense against Satan.
2.  ““Man shall not live on bread alone,”

a.  The word ‘man’ refers to the entire human race.  The life referred to here is the normal human life that each person lives.  This life is more than what we eat, what we do, how we feel, etc.  This life is much more than simply material things or empirical experience.


b.  Man must eat to live.  He must also drink to live.  Both of these functions also require work.  If we don’t work, we don’t eat.  Wells often have to be dug in order to get water.  There is much required to live a normal life.  But there is more to life than work, eating, and drinking.


c.  Satan has emphasized the importance of meeting physical needs.  Our Lord states that there are other needs than physical needs that are even more important.

3.  “but on every word proceeding out of the mouth of God.”’”

a.  In strong contrast to our physical needs, man needs the word of God; for the word of God is the origin and source of our eternal salvation.  Satan ignored every word proceeding out of the mouth of God.  And he made sure the woman ignored every word proceeding out of the mouth of her husband in the Garden of Eden, which led to her deception and fall.  Adam ignored the warning of God that dying he would die, if he ate the forbidden fruit.  All sin comes from ignoring the word of God.  All salvation comes from heeding the word of God.


b.  Every word proceeding out of the mouth of God refers to all verbal revelation from God and all written revelation from God.  Everything God says, writes, teaches, and explains is important.  God’s words and guidance are never trivial.


c.  Satan wanted Jesus to set aside the word of God and just take care of His physical needs (the lust/desires of the flesh).  Our Lord wanted to obey and please the Father by doing whatever He wanted, which was for Jesus to remain hungry until He provided for Him.  Jesus had to remain dependent on the love, care, and provision of God the Father until the Father chose to provide for Him.  Jesus had to keep on trusting the Father and doing His will rather than Jesus’ own will—something Satan would not and could not do.


d.  This statement is paralleled in the New Testament phrase “All Scripture is God-breathed’.  Every word proceeding out of the mouth of God is ‘God-breathed’.  This is why the word of God is ‘alive and powerful’.


e.  So our Lord meets and defeats the first test and temptation from Satan by applying the word of God to the situation.  This is a demonstration of doctrinal orientation and the faith rest drill and occupation with God as combined spiritual problem-solving devices in action.

4.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “The Lord quoted Dt 8:3 to defeat Satan.  Feeding on and obeying God’s Word is more important than consuming physical food. In fact, it is our food (Jn 4:32–34, “But He said to them, ‘I have food to eat about which you do not know.’  Therefore the disciples were saying to one another, ‘No one brought [something] for Him to eat, did he?’  Jesus said to them, ‘My food is that I should do the will of the One who sent Me and accomplish His work.”).”


b.  “It is better to obey God’s Word than to satisfy human desires.  The fact that Jesus quoted from Deuteronomy showed that He recognized the inerrant authority of that book, one often criticized by scholars.”


c.  “Notice the injunction that we are to live by ‘every’ word--there is no license to omit any of God’s word, every word of Scripture is important, one doctrine does not eclipse another, all contribute to the total revelation of God, and when any one is neglected a less than perfect God is presented.”


d.  “For each of the three temptations Jesus will refute the devil with Scripture, always from Deuteronomy.  In this instance the text he cites originally underscored God’s provision of manna as an alternative to the Israelites’ reliance on their own abilities to feed themselves.  The principle applies equally well to Jesus’ situation and to any other context in which people are tempted to give physical needs priority over spiritual needs.”


e.  “It stands written points to the reliability and unchanged-ability of Scripture.  For Jesus, to have found a passage in the Bible that bears on the current problem is to end all discussion.  He proceeds to quote Dt 8:3 in a form that agrees exactly with LXX.  Not on bread alone does not deny the importance of bread, but it does deny its exclusive importance.  A life sustained by food only is a very poor life.  So Jesus goes on to a but that employs the strong adversative, and makes a sharp contrast with the preceding.  Every word is comprehensive: Jesus is not suggesting that parts of Scripture may safely be neglected, but affirming that it is profitable in its entirety.  The reason is apparent in the words that goes out through God’s mouth.  Jesus views God as the author of Scripture, and because of this it must be heeded carefully.  Through is unusual in such a connection; it perhaps hints that what has been spoken is more than a casual utterance. It does not originate on the lips, so to speak, but comes from the inner being.  We should not overlook the fact that, while Jesus was tempted to do something quite beyond our ability, He does not cite a text that applies to the Messiah alone; what He quotes is valid for the whole race.  Jesus overcame temptation with resources open to each of His followers.  Obedience was important for Him, and it is important for them.”


f.  “No amount of bread or other food will keep a man alive without a word and an order from God’s mouth.  What Satan succeeded in doing in Eden, in the land of plenty of food, failed in the destitute wilderness.  What succeeded in the case of Adam and Eve, who were well-fed, failed in the case of Jesus, who was in great hunger.”
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