John 1:1
Matthew 4:22



 is the continuative use of the postpositive conjunction DE, meaning “Then” plus the temporal adverb EUTHEWS, which means “immediately.”  With this we have the nominative masculine plural articular aorist active participle of the verb APHIĒMI, which means “to leave.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the action in its entirety as a fact.


The active voice indicates that James and John produced the action.


The participle is a temporal participle that precedes the action of the main verb and can be translated “after leaving.”

Next we have the accusative direct object from the neuter singular article and noun PLOION, meaning “the boat.”  This is followed by the additive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the accusative direct object from the masculine singular article and noun PATĒR with the possessive genitive from the third person masculine plural personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “their father.”

“Then immediately after leaving the boat and their father,”
 is the third person plural aorist active indicative from the verb AKOLOUTHEW, which means “to follow: they followed.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the action in its entirety as a fact.


The active voice indicates that James and John produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Finally, we have the dative (in)direct object from the third person masculine singular personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “Him” and referring to Jesus.

“they followed Him.”
Mt 4:22 corrected translation
“Then immediately after leaving the boat and their father, they followed Him.”
Explanation:
1.  “Then immediately after leaving the boat and their father,”

a.  Matthew continues the story with the response of James and John to the call of Jesus to follow Him.  Their response is identical to the response of Simon and Andrew—immediate, willing, obedience with emphasis on the immediacy of their response.


b.  Just as Simon and Andrew left their nets, so James and John left the boat.  The traditional work that they had been brought up to do would now be exchanged for the new work that the Father’s plan has for them.


c.  It is important to note Matthew’s addition of the fact that they left their father, Zebedee, as well.  Obviously, Zebedee is the man in charge of the family business, and yet he has no objections to his sons dropping everything and leaving.  This indicates several possibilities:



(1)  His sons have probably mentioned their previous encounter with Jesus in Jerusalem, mentioned in Jn 1.  They certainly told their father that John the Baptist identified Jesus as the Messiah.  The sons probably also told their father ahead-of-time, that given the chance, they would jump at the opportunity to follow Jesus.  Therefore, when these events unfolded, Zebedee was not shocked, surprised, or confused about what was happening.  In addition, seeing Simon and Andrew already there with Jesus would reassure Zebedee that his sons would be in good and safe company.



(2)  There were other people working for Zebedee (Mk 1:20) in his fishing business besides his sons.  Therefore, other workers could pick up the slack and take care of the daily chores.  The departure of his sons did not mean that he was necessarily left alone to handle everything by himself.



(3)  The day’s (night’s) work was almost done and the boys were on their own free time.  There is no indication at this point that Jesus’ invitation to follow Him meant anything more than that day or perhaps just a couple of days.  Neither Zebedee nor his sons were thinking that they would be gone for over three years.



(4)  So it is likely that the sons had a long conversation with their father about this man, Jesus, whom they had met at the last Passover, and how He was closely associated with John the Baptist, and how much they enjoyed listening to Him teach the word of God, and how much they wished they could be His permanent students.  Therefore, when these events transpired, Zebedee was well prepared for his sons’ desires and actions.



(5)  Although the sons were old enough to make their own decisions, as the head of the household, the sons had to respect the desires of their father, and he must have gladly and willingly agreed to their departure.  As good and faithful sons they would not go against the will of their father.  Zebedee’s immediate agreement to them going indicates his trust and belief in Jesus as well.

2.  “they followed Him.”

a.  Like the brothers Simon and Andrew, so the brothers James and John.  The four friends and co-workers in the fishing business would now become co-workers in the fishing for men business.


b.  The action of this aorist tense gathered up into a single whole the rest of their lives.  They began following Jesus at this moment and continued to do so for the rest of their lives.  They immediately followed Him now, but continued to do so day after day from then on.


c.  The invitation to follow the Lord Jesus Christ is extended to every person who has ever lived or will ever live on earth.  If a person is positive at God consciousness and wants to know God and have a relationship with Him, then God is obligated to bring the message of the gospel to that person, and the offer to follow Jesus will be made.  God forces no one to follow Jesus, but extends the invitation to all.  And notice that Jesus didn’t begin His ministry with the Roman Emperor or the High Priest of Israel or any of the priests of Israel.  God began with four fishermen, who were eager to follow Him.

3.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “These men had to work together, and the work of the Lord demands cooperation. But most of all, fishing demands faith: fishermen cannot see the fish and are not sure their nets will enclose them. Soul-winning requires faith and alertness.”


b.  “The calling carried with it a cost, for it involved leaving not only one’s profession but also one’s family responsibilities.”


c.  “Imagine the scene: it is early morning and Jesus walks along the lakeshore.  He focuses on two familiar figures wading in the shallows, one with a casting net draped over his shoulder.  He walks towards them, the net hits the water which flashes in the bright morning sun, and they excitedly stoop to gather their catch.  They look up, see the Man whose company they enjoyed for the past three months, and quickly rise to meet Him.  After their warm reunion, He pauses and then invites them to join Him in His mission—their response is immediate and positive.  Now three men walk along the shore.  Nearby several men around a fishing boat are inspecting and mending the nets they have just washed in the lake.  This group is a father, two sons, and several hired men.  The two brothers look up to see the Man they had accompanied for the past three months standing with their fishing partners, Simon and Andrew.  They recall warm memories of Judea and Samaria; they, too, hear Jesus invite them to join Him in His mission.   Their response, too, is immediate and positive.”


d.  “By adding immediately and mentioning the abandonment of the boat and their father separately Matthew emphasizes the extent and the readiness of their renunciation.”


e.  “The pattern of call and response is repeated with the second pair of fishermen brothers.  Peter, James, and John will form the inner core of Jesus’ followers—His three closest disciples (Mt 17:1 and 26:37).  The reference to Zebedee appears because the two sons will leave their father and the family business they shared for full-time itinerant companionship with Jesus.  Jesus elsewhere will stress the priorities of God above those of family (Mt 10:37).  Matthew focuses solely on the immediacy of their response on this occasion.  When Jesus calls a person to discipleship, there is no excuse for delay or disobedience.”


f.  “Just as the first pair did, these two responded.  Their response was prompt: as in the case of Peter and Andrew they acted straightaway.  In Mark’s account when Jesus saw this pair he ‘immediately’ called them (Mk 1:20), but Matthew transfers ‘immediately’ to the brothers’ response; his emphasis is on their prompt obedience to the call.  And their response was wholehearted; for they left the nets that symbolized their whole way of life.  Matthew tells us further that this pair left not only their boat but their father, thus breaking the strongest family tie. Allegiance to Jesus is stronger than any earthly attachment. But we should not think that they left their father to manage on his own; he had hired hands who worked for him (Mk 1:20).”
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