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

 is the continuative use of the postpositive conjunction DE, meaning “Then” plus the nominative masculine plural articular aorist active participle of the verb APHIĒMI, which means “to leave; to leave behind.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the action in its entirety as a fact.


The active voice indicates that Simon and Andrew produced the action.


The participle is a temporal participle that precedes the action of the main verb and can be translated “after leaving.”

With this we have the temporal adverb EUTHEWS, which means “immediately.”  Next we have the accusative direct object from the neuter plural article and noun DIKTUON, which means “the nets.”

“Then immediately after leaving the nets,”
 is the third person plural aorist active indicative from the verb AKOLOUTHEW, which means “to follow: they followed.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the action in its entirety as a fact.


The active voice indicates that Simon and Andrew produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the dative (in)direct object from the third person masculine singular personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “Him” and referring to Jesus.

“they followed Him.”
Mt 4:20 corrected translation
“Then immediately after leaving the nets, they followed Him.” 
Explanation:
1.  “Then immediately after leaving the nets,”

a.  Matthew continues the story of Jesus’ calling of His first disciples by telling what Simon and Andrew did immediately.  The choice to include the word ‘immediately’ is deliberate and telling.  There was no hesitation by either brother.  They had probably talked a great deal about their first encounter with Jesus in Jerusalem at the Passover festival, after John the Baptist had identified Him to them as the Messiah.  And then when He shows up with His family in Capernaum, there was even more reason for them to discuss what God was doing and how His plan was unfolding gradually before their eyes.  They had probably already talked about the possibility of following Jesus, and already determined what they would do, if they ever got the chance to spend more time with Him.


b.  So naturally, when the offer was made the response was immediate, without contemplation or hesitation.  They left their nets and came directly to Him with big smiles on their faces.  They had no doubts about what they were doing or why they were doing it.  They were going to enter a new phase of their lives, just was we often change jobs or move to another state, or another kind of major change occurs.


c.  The important application of this Scripture is the significance of immediate, willing obedience of our positive volition to the will of God.

2.  “they followed Him.”

a.  These two words in the Greek are two of the most significant words in Scripture.  There is so much more here than simply walking with or behind someone else.  They had already believed in Jesus as the Messiah, after hearing John identify Him as such.  They had learned from John and made the application of his teaching to Jesus.  They trusted Jesus, even though they had much to learn and much they didn’t understand.


b.  Their daily routine of fishing was now over.  An entirely new lifestyle will begin.  They will spend their days listening to Jesus speak and ask Him about things they didn’t understand.  They would go to synagogue with Him, see Him heal people, and listen to speaking as no man had ever spoken before.  They would do a great deal of walking and traveling.  They would spend a great deal of time sleeping outdoors in the summer and staying with hospitable believers in the winter.  They would witness things no other person has ever witnessed and spend time telling others the truth, with some people accepting what they said and others rejecting what they said.


c.  Their entire lives and way of life would be changed from the inside out.  They would grow spiritually on the inside, and learn the real meaning of unconditional love for others on the outside.


d.  They would become imitators of the Lord Jesus Christ and take all these lessons to fish for men.

3.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “The calling carried with it a cost, for it involved leaving not only one’s profession but also one’s family responsibilities.”


b.  “Presumably Peter and Andrew realized what Jesus meant.  It thrilled them to be invited, so they immediately abandoned their occupation of the moment and followed Jesus.”


c.  “The ready response of the fishermen here and in verse 22 indicates the authority of Jesus’ summons.  It was not their first meeting (Jn 1:35–42; cf. Lk 5:3), but it was the first time Jesus had demanded [requested] their literally leaving home to join Him in His itinerant ministry.  It did not involve disposing of home and property or a severing of family ties, but it would bring a complete disruption of their normal way of life.”


d.  “These verses show the complete commitment which their involvement with Jesus would demand.”


e.  “The two knew enough about Jesus to realize that His call was not to be taken lightly; they obeyed immediately.  They left their nets, which means that they stopped doing what they had been occupied with.  Matthew is speaking of a decisive action.  Until then these men had been fishermen; now they were committing themselves to becoming disciples of Jesus.  They left their nets and all that those nets meant behind.  And they followed Jesus.  The verb may be used in the literal sense of walking behind, but it also means ‘accompany’.  This idea of association may intensify into that of being a disciple, which is clearly what is in mind here.  It is often pointed out that students used to follow their teachers literally as they walked from place to place.”
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