John 1:1
Matthew 4:12



 is the transitional use of the postpositive conjunction DE, meaning “Now.”  With this we have the nominative masculine singular aorist active participle of the verb AKOUW, which means “to hear.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the action in its entirety as a fact.


The active voice indicates that Jesus produced the action.


The participle is a temporal participle that precedes the action of the main verb and can be translated “after hearing.”

Next we have the conjunction HOTI, which is translated “that” and introduces the content of some sensory activity; in this case, hearing.  This is followed by the nominative subject from the masculine singular proper noun IWANNĒS, meaning “John” and referring to John the Baptist.  Then we have the third person singular aorist passive indicative from the verb PARADIDWMI, which means “to be delivered up; to be arrested.”


The culminative aorist regards the action in its entirety as a fact with emphasis on its completion.  This is brought out in translation by use of the English auxiliary verb “had.”


The passive voice indicates that John received the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

“Now after hearing that John had been arrested,”
 is the third person singular aorist active indicative from the verb ANACHWREW, which has several meanings:

1.  “to depart from a location


a.  go away Mt 2:13; 9:24; 27:5;


b.  withdraw, retire, take refuge Mt 2:14; 2:22; 15:21; 4:12; 12:15.

2.  to go back to an area from which one has departed, return Mt 2:12.”

Because Herod Antipas ruled Galilee and is the person who arrested John the Baptist, and because Jesus was in the wilderness of Judea during His temptations and had been baptizing with John in the Jordan River in southern Judea, it makes the most sense that Jesus would not take refuge or withdraw into enemy territory (Galilee, where Herod ruled), but that Jesus returned there from where He had been baptizing with John (Jn 3:22-26).


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the action in its entirety as a fact.


The active voice indicates that Jesus produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Next we have the preposition EIS plus the accusative of place from the feminine singular article and proper noun GALILAIA, which means “to Galilee.”

“He returned to Galilee.”
Mt 4:12 corrected translation
“Now after hearing that John had been arrested, He returned to Galilee.”
Mk 1:14, “Now after John had been taken into custody, Jesus came into Galilee, proclaiming the good news from God,”

Explanation:
1.  “Now after hearing that John had been arrested,”

a.  Matthew moves the narrative along to an indefinite future point, not long after our Lord’s return from the temptations by Satan.  After these temptations our Lord begins His public ministry.  There are three events that denote the beginning of His public ministry:



(1)  He and some of His disciples attend the wedding in Cana, where He performs His first miracle of turning water into wine, Jn 2a.



(2)  Jesus cleanses the Jerusalem temple of animal sellers and moneychangers during the Passover festival, Jn 2b.



(3)  Jesus and some of His disciples are baptizing believers in the Jordan River along with John the Baptist.  Jn 3:22-24, “Jn 3:22, After these things Jesus and His disciples came into the Judean countryside, and there He was spending time with them and baptizing.  Now John also was baptizing in Aenon near Salim, because there was much water there; and they were coming and were being baptized; for John had not yet been thrown into prison.”  Compare Mk 1:9, “And it came to pass in those days [that] Jesus came from Nazareth in Galilee and was baptized by John in the Jordan.”


b.  Clearly Matthew skipped over these three significant events in the life of Jesus, in order to get to the point in Jesus’ ministry where John the Baptist had been arrested.  The apostle John’s gospel is designed in part to fill in some of the significant events and details not included in the other gospels, and this is a good example of this.


c.  The actual arrest of John the Baptist is described in Mk 6:14-29.  Herod got tired of hearing John publicly rebuke him for his illegal marriage to his brother’s wife.  So Herod had John arrested and was eventually tricked by her into having John beheaded.  Once John was arrested, his public ministry identifying Jesus as the Messiah came to screeching halt.

2.  “He returned to Galilee.”

a.  This is described in more detail in Jn 4:1-3, “Now when Jesus knew that the Pharisees had heard that Jesus was making and baptizing more disciples than John (though Jesus Himself was not baptizing, but His disciples [were baptizing]), He left Judea and went again into Galilee.”


b.  Jesus was originally from Nazareth in Galilee, after the family returned from Egypt.  At the beginning of His public ministry our Lord joined John the Baptist at the Jordan River and was supervising the baptizing of people by His disciples, in order to show His unity with the ministry of John.  John’s ministry was to point out the Messiah.  The beginning of Jesus’ ministry was to identify Himself with John’s ministry as the One being pointed out as the Messiah.


c.  After John is arrested by Herod Antipas, there was no point in continuing the baptizing with the same location as John was baptizing.  With John’s arrest, the identification with John was complete.  So Jesus gathered together His disciples and goes back to Galilee from where He was baptizing in Judea.  He returned to Nazareth only long enough to move His mother and brothers to their new home in the city of Capernaum on the northern shore of Lake Galilee.

3.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “Between the end of His temptation and the statement in Mt 4:12 comes the ministry described in Jn 1:19 through Jn 3:36.  We must not think that John the Baptist was thrown into prison immediately after our Lord’s temptation.  Matthew wrote his book topically rather than chronologically.”


b.  “Matthew presented an important time factor in his account when he noted Jesus did not officially begin His public ministry until John the Baptist had been put in prison.  The reason for John’s imprisonment was not presented here, but it was stated later (Mt 14:3).  When Jesus learned of John’s imprisonment, He went from Nazareth and settled in Capernaum (Lk 4:16–30 explains why He left Nazareth).”


c.  “As the Passover was on April 7th (assuming the year was ad 30), John was imprisoned two to three months after Jesus presented Himself at the temple.”


d.  “John’s imprisonment provides not only the occasion but the reason for Jesus’ ‘tactical withdrawal’ into Galilee.  The move entailed a change not only of location but of the style of Jesus’ ministry, from a baptizing movement by the Jordan (Jn 3:22ff.; 4:1–2) to an itinerant preaching and healing ministry, less likely to be associated with that of John.”


e.  “Verse 12 alludes to the fate of John the Baptist, which chapter 11 will describe in more detail.  After John’s imprisonment, Jesus has no more reason to stay in Judea and so returns home to Galilee.  But He now settles in a new town.  Capernaum was larger and more significant than Nazareth and strategic in its lakeside setting on the northwest shore of the Sea of Galilee.”


f.  “Matthew does not tell us how Jesus heard that John the Baptist had been arrested.  Matthew contents himself with saying that Jesus heard this news and goes on to the information that he then withdrew into Galilee.  The verb was used of the Magi (Mt 2:12); it often has something of the notion of withdrawing from danger.  The point of this withdrawal is sometimes said to be that after John had been arrested it was prudent for those who had been associated with the Baptist to place themselves at some distance from the area of his work.  There may be something in this, but we must bear in mind that Herod Antipas ruled both regions.  It is more likely that with John’s ministry completed Jesus saw that it was time to begin His own; whereas John had done his work in the wilderness Jesus would do his largely among the people of Galilee.  Galilee was the region west of the Jordan and the Sea of Galilee bounded on the west and north by Phoenicia and Syria and on the south by Samaria.  It was thus not large in area, but it was very fertile and had a considerable population.  Josephus observes that it had all been cultivated, that there was no waste land, and that the smallest village had more than 15,000 inhabitants.  Even allowing for exaggeration Galilee must have been well populated.  Important roads passed through the area (Barclay quotes a saying: ‘Judaea is on the way to nowhere: Galilee is on the way to everywhere’), and whereas Judea was mountainous and isolated, Galilee was open to trade and ideas.  History had seen foreign conquerors make their mark on the region and, of course, had brought an influx of people from many races.  All this means that Galilee was the kind of country where new teachings might be heard and even welcomed.”
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