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

 is the temporal adverb TOTE, which means “Then,” followed by the third person singular present active indicative from the verb LEGW, which means “to say: said.”


The present tense is a historical present, which describes the past action as though occurring right now for the sake of vividness or liveliness in the narrative.  It is translated by the English past tense.


The active voice indicates that Jesus produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Next we have the dative indirect object from the third person masculine singular personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “to him” and referring to Satan.  This is followed by the nominative subject from the masculine singular article and proper noun IĒSOUS, meaning “Jesus.”  Then we have the second person singular present active imperative of the verb HUPAGW, which means “to go away, leave.”


The present tense is a descriptive and customary present for what is expected to occur immediately.


The active voice indicates that Satan is expected to produce the action.


The imperative mood is a dogmatic command.

This is followed by the vocative masculine singular from the proper noun SATANAS, meaning “Satan!”

“Then Jesus said to him, ‘Go, Satan!”
 is the explanatory use of the postpositive conjunction GAR, meaning “For” plus the third person singular perfect passive indicative from the verb GRAPHW, which means “to be written.”


The perfect tense is an intensive perfect, which emphasizes the present state of being of a past, completed action.  The best translation of this perfect tense is: “it stands written.”


The passive voice indicates that something in Scripture received the action of being written.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Next we have the accusative direct object from the masculine singular noun KURIOS plus the article and noun THEOS with the possessive genitive from the second person singular personal pronoun SU, meaning “the Lord your God.”  This is followed by the second person singular future active indicative from the verb PROSKUNEW, which means “to worship.”


The future tense is an imperatival future, which affirms and commands what will take place.


The active voice indicates that Satan (and anyone else) is expected to produce the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact and gives the mood of a command.

“For it stands written, “You will worship the Lord your God,”
 is the additive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and,” followed by the dative direct object from the masculine singular personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS with the adjective MONOS, meaning “Him only” and referring to God.  Finally, we have the second person singular future active indicative from the verb LATREUW, which means “to serve.”  The morphology of this verb is the same as the previous verb.

“and serve Him only.”’”
Mt 4:10 corrected translation
“Then Jesus said to him, ‘Go, Satan!  For it stands written, “You will worship the Lord your God, and serve Him only.”’”
Lk 4:8, “And answering, Jesus said to him, ‘It stands written, “You shall worship the Lord your God and shall serve only Him.”’”

Explanation:
1.  “Then Jesus said to him, ‘Go, Satan!”

a.  Matthew continues the story of the third temptation of Jesus by Satan with Jesus’ reply to Satan’s request that Jesus fall to the ground before him and worship him.


b.  Jesus’ immediate response is for Satan to go away.  We would say, “Get out of here.”  Our Lord makes it simple and to the point with one word.  Jesus has had enough of Satan’s twisting of Scripture, lies, deceit, phoniness, and arrogance.  He isn’t going to stand for any more.  Satan has had his chance to produce sin in Jesus and it isn’t going to happen.  Therefore, Satan needs to get lost and do so in a hurry.


c.  Our Lord uses the title for the devil, SATANAS, which means “adversary.”

2.  “For it stands written, “You will worship the Lord your God,”

a.  The Lord then gives Satan a very short explanation of why this encounter is over, and why He will never bow down to Satan and worship him.  Satan didn’t offer any Scripture in support of his request of Jesus, because there is no Scripture that supports the idea of any creature offering worship to another creature.  Jesus tells Satan that there is something that stands written in Scripture that Satan should have noted before he opened his big mouth.  There is only one person who is worthy to be worshipped and that is the Lord God Himself.


b.  The command is given in the future tense, because this order remains forever.  The future indicative of the verb is like a football coach telling his players, “You will run laps and do pushups until I get tired of watching you.  And if you can’t do what you are told, you will regret your decision.”  Jesus is not predicting what will happen, but declaring dogmatically what will absolutely happen.  God’s command to the Jews and by extension to all creatures is that He expects them to worship Him.  God is worthy to be worshipped because of His love, grace, faithfulness, righteousness, justice, veracity, and immutability (to name a few reasons).


c.  In this context the phrase “the Lord your God” refers directly to God the Father, but by extension it also refers to the Lord Jesus Christ.  Satan is the one who should fall down and worship Jesus, but Satan stopped doing this long ago and has no intention of ever doing it again.  He will spend eternity in the lake of fire, wishing that he had never stopped worshipping God.

3.  “and serve Him only.”’”

a.  Jesus adds one final note to complete the quote of the whole passage and not just part of it.  Satan was created to serve God as the guardian of the throne room of God.  He was expected to protect God from any sinful creature ever approaching God.  Satan was never supposed to serve himself, but forever be the servant of God.  And the place Satan held in heaven was as the greatest of all servants of God.  This wasn’t good enough for Satan.  He had to be like (equal to) the Most High God.  Therefore, Satan gave up serving God the moment he decided to be equal with God.


b.  Jesus is very subtly reminding Satan of his past service and failure to continue that service.  Jesus is also demonstrating to Satan Jesus’ own continuing service to God the Father and willingness to continue that service right up to the point of physical death on the Cross.  Jesus will complete the service for God that Satan chose not to do.


c.  Therefore, since Satan refuses to serve God, and it is obvious that Jesus is going to continue to serve God, there is no point in this battle of wills continuing.

4.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “Our Lord replied with Dt 6:13.  Satan had said nothing about service, but Jesus knew that whatever we worship, we will serve.  Worship and service must go together.  Our Lord’s command (Go!) at the end of the third temptation is proof that Matthew followed the historical order.”

	
b.  “Satan’s Temptations of Eve and of Jesus


	Temptation

	Genesis 3

	Matthew 4


	Appeal to physical appetite

	You may eat of any tree (3:1).

	You may eat by changing stones to bread (4:3).


	Appeal to personal gain

	You will not die (3:4).

	You will not hurt Your foot (4:6).


	Appeal to power or glory

	You will be like God (3:5).

	You will have all the world’s kingdoms (4:8–9).”





c.  “The command after the last temptation, ‘Begone Satan,’ indicates that the temptations were then complete, and, indeed, Lk 4:13 confirms this.  It seems that Jesus was waiting for the third and final temptation, knowing that Satan could only tempt Him in these three areas.   Matthew reports the events sequentially, whereas Luke arranges the temptation in a theological pattern. 1 Jn 2:16 helps us understand this pattern and the scope of His temptations; for it defines all sin as either:

i)
the lust of the flesh, (stones to bread)

ii)
the lust of the eyes, (plunge from temple)

iii)
the boastful pride of life; (kingdoms of the earth)

and Satan tempted our Lord in each of these three categories.”


d.  “Jesus rightly rejects the devil’s offer and quotes Deuteronomy for a third time (Dt 6:13).  Only one is worthy of worship, the One who redeemed Israel from Egypt, the Lord God Yahweh Himself.  Jesus’ insistence on worshiping God alone makes the characteristic Matthean theme of worshiping Jesus all the more significant as evidence for His divinity.”


e.  “Jesus rejects this temptation with decision and by citing a passage of Scripture.  Go away is a decisive rejection of the proposition Satan has made; Jesus will have nothing to do with it nor with him who suggested it.  Satan is used here for the first time in this Gospel (Matthew has it 4 times in all).  The word has the meaning ‘adversary’ and is used for the being who is strongly opposed to God.  Jesus proceeds to quote from Deuteronomy again, this time from 6:13.  In this passage the Lord your God stands first with emphasis; not Satan but God is to be the object of worship, and the prefix the Lord points to something of His majesty.  You will worship is a future with the force of an imperative.  Divine honors are for God alone.  With worship the passage links serve, another word that points to service offered to God.  Worship and this kind of service are not to be offered to humans, nor to angelic beings, however high.  The terms refer to what is proper for God alone.  Only is an important word.  It is worth reflecting that, while Satan offered Jesus sovereignty over all the earth if he would but worship him, Jesus worshipped God only and all power in heaven and on earth was given him (Mt 28:18).”


f.  “The command to Satan to be gone is the announcement of victory on the part of Jesus.  The written word of God is the one and only shield and weapon by which to overthrow the evil one.  In the battle with Satan, Jesus made no use of His divine powers.  He vanquished Satan as man, and thus,
 “we do not have a high priest who cannot sympathize with our weaknesses, but One who has been tempted [tested] in all respects in a similar manner without sin.”  Heb 4:15.
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