John 1:1
Matthew 4:1



 is the temporal adverb TOTE, meaning “Then,” followed by the nominative subject from the masculine singular article and proper noun IĒSOUS, meaning “Jesus.”  Next we have the third person singular aorist passive indicative from the verb ANAGW, which means “to be led up.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the action in its entirety as a fact.


The passive voice indicates that Jesus received the action of being led.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

This is followed by the preposition EIS plus the accusative of place from the feminine singular article and adjective ERĒMOS, meaning “into the wilderness; desert.”  Next we have the preposition HUPO plus the ablative of agency from the neuter singular article and noun PNEUMA, meaning “by the Spirit” and referring to the Spirit of God or Holy Spirit.

“Then Jesus was led up into the wilderness by the Spirit”

 is the aorist passive infinitive from the verb PEIRAZW, which means “to be tempted.”


The aorist tense is a constative/futuristic aorist, which views the action in its entirety as a fact.


The passive voice indicates that Jesus will receive the action.


The infinitive is an infinitive of purpose.

Finally, we have the preposition HUPO plus the ablative of agency from the masculine singular article and adjective DIABOLOS, meaning “by the devil.”

“to be tempted by the devil.”
Mt 4:1 corrected translation
“Then Jesus was led up into the wilderness by the Spirit to be tempted by the devil.”
Mk 1:12, “And immediately the Spirit led Him out into the wilderness.”

Lk 4:1, “Now Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit, returned from the Jordan and was led by the Spirit in the wilderness”
Explanation:
1.  “Then Jesus was led up into the wilderness by the Spirit”

a.  Matthew moves the narrative along to the next significant event in the life of Jesus, which immediately followed His baptism.  Remember that the Jordan River ran through a wilderness area.  So Jesus was led by the Holy Spirit from the Jordan River to an isolated wilderness area for His testing/temptations.


b.  We know from the following verse that Jesus was led in this wilderness for forty days.  He was led by the Spirit this entire time.  Being led by the Spirit is significant, because this was part of His testing as well as the testing that would come from the devil.  The test for Jesus was whether or not He would continue to submit to the leading of the Spirit for this entire duration of time without complaint, rebellion, or resistance of any kind.  Would He be totally submissive under these adverse conditions?


c.  Obviously the Spirit mentioned here is the same ‘Spirit of God’ mentioned as coming upon Him at His baptism.  Many commentators say that the Spirit came upon Jesus to empower Him for this special testing by the devil, but other passages tell us that Jesus was filled/empowered by the Spirit from birth.  Reading the context of chapter three and four shows us that the Holy Spirit came upon Jesus for the express purpose of leading Him in the desert or wilderness for forty days in preparation for His obedience testing by the devil.  Our Lord had to pass the forty-day obedience test by the Spirit before He was ready to meet the obedience tests from the devil.

2.  “to be tempted by the devil.”

a.  The purpose for the leading in the wilderness/desert is in order that the humanity of Jesus could be tempted/tested by the devil.  The purpose of leading was to prepare for the testing. Spiritual leading by the Spirit prepares Jesus for spiritual testing by the devil.


b.  God cannot be tempted to sin.  These temptations are aimed solely at the humanity or human nature of Jesus.  Only His human nature could sin.  His divine nature is incapable of sinning.  Satan’s temptations are designed to make the human nature sin, thus destroying the perfection of the hypostatic union.  If the human nature sins, then Satan can claim the fallacy of the divine nature, which is union with the human nature.  And by extension, argue that God Himself is fallible, and therefore, unworthy to judge His creatures, which in turn disqualifies God from being able to cast Satan and the fallen angels into the lake of fire.  The entire judgment of Satan and the fallen angels hangs on Satan’s ability to get the humanity of Jesus to sin.  You can count on the fact every angel was watching these events intently.


c.  Notice that the devil is one tempting the second Adam, just as Satan was tempting the first Adam.  The original temptation occurs in God’s perfect Garden.  The second temptation occurs in Satan’s desert/wilderness.  Satan/the devil is the creator of sin and the author of temptation.

3.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “Jesus was tempted so that every creature in heaven, on earth, or under the earth might know that Jesus Christ is the Conqueror. He exposed Satan and his tactics.  Just as the first Adam met Satan, so the Last Adam met the enemy.  Adam met Satan in a beautiful Garden, but Jesus met him in a terrible wilderness.  It is important to note that Jesus faced the enemy as man, not as the Son of God.  We must not think that Jesus used His divine powers to overcome the enemy, because that is just what the enemy wanted Him to do!”


b.  “This period of time was a necessary period under God’s direction—a time in which the Son obeyed.”


c.  “Jesus was sent out to do battle with Satan (going into the wilderness symbolizes invading Satan’s stronghold to attack him).  However, it is important to note that Jesus battled with Satan in His human strength; for He used nothing miraculous to defeat Satan but only those means that are available to all men.  Jesus, then, as a human being, sought Satan out and forced him to subject Him to every test to demonstrate that He could not sin.  Satan had clearly found that he was no match for God when God took his earlier heavenly status from him, so he may well have relished the opportunity to work on God reduced, as Jesus Christ was, to human strength.  But despite this self-imposed limitation our Savior emerged the clear victor!”


d.  “This testing is a specific examination of Jesus’ newly revealed relationship with God [My Beloved Son].  The source of the account can only be Jesus Himself [Matthew could have learned about this testing from the inspiration of the Holy Spirit].  The testing in the wilderness already recalls the experience of Israel (Dt. 8:2).”


e.  “It is no coincidence that Jesus’ temptation immediately follows his baptism.  Many of God’s people have had similar experiences.  Right after conversion or some other significant spiritual event, precisely when a certain level of victory or maturity seems to have been attained, temptations resume more strongly than ever.  The desert location again recalls the wanderings of the Israelites in the wilderness.  Jesus will succeed as the true representative and fulfillment of Israel where Israel had failed.  What the devil sees as a temptation, God may simultaneously use as a more positive test to prove Jesus’ faithfulness.”


f.  “‘Temptation’ suggests a purely negative experience; but this was a divinely intended preparation for Jesus’ mission.  The word more commonly means ‘test’, and this is a better translation here.  The focus is on Jesus’ recently declared status as Son of God: what are its implications for His relationship with His Father?  The three tests examine aspects of that relationship, and the ways in which a misuse of that status could ruin Jesus’ ministry.  He must be ready to accept privation in fulfilling His God-given task without ‘pulling rank’; to trust His Father’s care without the need to test it by forcing God’s hand; and to reject the ‘short cut’ to the fulfilment of His mission which would be achieved at the cost of compromising His loyalty to His Father.”


g.  “Jesus has been called into the service of God. The devil will then try to seduce him into the service of evil.”


h.  “Jesus was led into His ordeal by His Father’s own Spirit.  And this means that the temptation had to occur, and at this very time.  It was God’s own will that this mighty battle should be fought now.  …God’s will and the devil’s will meet in a tremendous clash.”
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