John 1:1
Matthew 3:8



 is the inferential use of the postpositive conjunction OUN, meaning “Therefore” and introducing a self-evident conclusion.  With this we have the second person plural aorist active imperative from the verb POIEW, which means “to do, make, manufacture or produce.”


The aorist tense is a constative/futuristic aorist, which views the action in its entirety as an expected fact.


The active voice indicates that anyone receiving John’s baptism is expected to produce the action.


The imperative mood is a command with an element of entreaty.

Next we have the accusative direct object from the masculine singular noun KARPOS, meaning “fruit.”

“Therefore, produce fruit”
 is the accusative of manner from the masculine singular adjective AXIOS, which means “worthy.”  Finally, we have the genitive following adjectives such as AXIOS
 from the feminine singular article, used as a demonstrative pronoun (“that”), plus the noun METANOIA, meaning “change of mind.”

“worthy of that change of mind”
Mt 3:8 corrected translation
“Therefore, produce fruit worthy of that change of mind”
Explanation:
1.  “Therefore, produce fruit”

a.  John the Baptist continues his message to the Pharisees and Sadducees, who have come to him to be baptized, with an obvious inferential conclusion of what they should keep on doing after acknowledging their sins and accepting the coming Messiah.  They are expected to produce fruit as a result of their change of mind about themselves, their need for salvation, their legalism, and the spiritual kingdom of the Messiah.


b.  The imperative mood of the verb can be either a command or an entreaty and is often both.  To those with locked-in negative volition to John’s message this is a command.  To those with positive volition and genuine humility this is an entreaty.


c.  How does a person bear fruit?  They can do so three ways: (1) by what they think (gratitude toward God); (2) by what they say (praise of God); and (3) by what they do (love their God and their neighbor).


d.  Examples of fruit that can be produced are given by Paul in Gal 5:22f, “But the production of the Spirit is virtue-love, joy, harmony [with God], patience, integrity, goodness, faith, humility, self-control.”

2.  “worthy of that change of mind”

a.  Then John describes the kind of fruit that should be produced.  The fruit must be worthy of the change of mind for which John calls.  Instead of the uncaring, unloving attitude these Jewish leaders now possessed, they need to have unconditional love of their neighbor as required by the Law.  Instead of arrogance of unhappiness produced by trying to keep all their legalistic manmade regulations, they should have a superabundance of happiness.  Instead of being out of fellowship with God constantly, they should be in harmony with God and their fellow man.  Instead of being anxious about today or tomorrow, they should have patience, while waiting for the Messiah and His blessings.  Instead of dishonesty and lack of virtue, they should have integrity in all they think, say, and do.  Instead of cheating, stealing, and defrauding others through their money-making schemes in the Temple, they should do good to others.  Instead of not believing the word of God, they should have faith in the word of God.  Instead of their arrogance, they should have humility.  And instead of their out-of-control emotional responses to the things that upset them, they should be self-controlled.

b.  Doing these things are worthy of God, worthy of the word of God, and worthy of their position as the people of God and leaders of the nation.


c.  No one is worthy of God without desiring and attempting to live a life worthy of a change of mind regarding living under the control of the sin nature versus living under the influence of God.  This is why God demands that we change our minds about how we are living our life as unbelievers, and believe that only our Lord Jesus Christ can deliver us from this life of carnality and evil.  And after salvation, God again requires that we change our mind about the sins we are committing and acknowledge them to Him for forgiveness and restoration of fellowship with Him.

3.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “True faith or repentance will produce a life-style and behavior that demonstrate the reality of a changed heart.”
  Is there such a thing as ‘untrue’ faith?  There is faith and faithlessness, but you will be hard-pressed to find ‘untrue’ faith anywhere in Scripture. A person either believes or they don’t believe.  There is such a thing as true repentance versus false repentance or faked repentance, Mt 7:21-23; Jam 2:14-26.  A changed heart = a changed mind or system of thinking.  It has nothing to do with emotions.

b.  “John wants to see not simply the words that express repentance but the fruit that befits it, fruit that is worthy of repentance.  John is not inviting people to pile up good works; he is looking for a change in the orientation of the whole of life that will result in fruitful living.  John is making the point that being present at a fashionable religious center is not enough.  Lives must be changed.  In view of the certainty of the wrath to come people must forsake evil ways and live rightly before God.”


c.  “Fruit is the various acts which show a changed heart [way of thinking].  ‘Worthy’ requires works of a type and character that is sufficient to show the actual presence of repentance in the heart [a change of mind in the thinking].  The change of mind is invisible; hence we judge its presence by the works produced, which are visible.  The Baptist demands the repentance which is true conversion, wrought by God Himself through the very preaching of the Baptist, and thus easily and clearly attested by the resultant life.  These Pharisees could not remain Pharisees, nor these Sadducees remain Sadducees [if they truly repented].  John is not demanding something peculiar and extravagant from these upper-class Jews; he merely insists that his original requirement be met without deception or evasion.”
  As we shall see as the story progresses, the Pharisees and Sadducees were totally unwilling to give up their current belief system and way of life.  They would flee from the coming wrath.
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