John 1:1
Matthew 3:17



 is the continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the particle of attention IDOU, meaning “look, notice, behold.”  Then we have the predicate nominative from the feminine singular noun PHWNĒ, which means “a voice.”  There is a deliberate omission (ellipsis) of the verb EIMI, meaning “to be: [there was]” for dramatic effect.  Next we have the preposition EK plus the ablative of origin from the masculine plural article and noun OURANOS, meaning “from the heavens.”  This is followed by the nominative feminine singular present active participle of the verb LEGW, meaning “to say: saying.”


The present tense is a descriptive present of what is now occurring.


The active voice indicates that the voice produces the action of speaking.


The participle is circumstantial.

“and behold, [there was] a voice from the heavens saying,”
 is the nominative subject from the masculine singular demonstrative pronoun HOUTOS, meaning “This” plus the third person singular present active indicative from the verb EIMI, meaning “to be: is.”


The present tense is an aoristic present, which describes the present state of being as a static fact.


The active voice indicates that Jesus produces the state of being the Son of God.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the predicate nominative from the masculine singular article and noun HUIOS with the possessive genitive from the first person singular personal pronoun EGW, meaning “My Son.”  With this we have the nominative of appellation from the masculine singular article and adjective AGAPĒTOS (in the second attributive position=after the noun it modifies), meaning “beloved.”

“‘This is My beloved Son,”
 is the preposition EN plus the locative of place from the masculine singular relative pronoun HOS, meaning “in Whom” and referring to Jesus.  Finally, we have the first person singular aorist active indicative of the verb EUDOKEW, which means “to be well-pleased.”


The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which views the action in its entirety as a fact.


The active voice indicates that God the Father produces the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

“in Whom I am well-pleased.’”
Mt 3:17 corrected translation
“and behold, [there was] a voice from the heavens saying, ‘This is My beloved Son, in Whom I am well-pleased.’”
Lk 3:22b, “and a voice came from heaven, ‘You are My beloved Son, in You I am well-pleased.’”

Mk 1:11, “and a voice came from the heavens: ‘You are My beloved Son, in You I am well-pleased.’”

Explanation:
1.  “and behold, [there was] a voice from the heavens saying,”

a.  This verse is the continuation of the sentence begun in the previous verse.  The entire sentence now reads: “Then after being baptized, Jesus immediately came up from the water; and behold, the heavens were opened, and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove coming on Him; and behold, [there was] a voice from the heavens saying, ‘This is My beloved Son, in Whom I am well-pleased.’”


b.  Matthew concludes the story of the baptism of Jesus with a critically important fact to which we must notice and pay close attention.  After the heavens had opened, there was a voice from the heavens (notice the plural, the voice spoke throughout all the stellar universe for all the elect and fallen angels to hear) that spoke and said some of the most significant words ever spoken.


c.  To whom was this statement addressed?  Or who heard this statement?  Certainly we know that our Lord heard this statement, but He is not the primary recipient of the message.  John certainly heard the voice, since we know that he also saw the Holy Spirit descending.  If one piece of empirical evidence applied to him, then certainly the other piece of empirical evidence would also apply to him.  Some scholars limit the hearing to John, but there is no doubt that all the elect angels, fallen angels, and Satan himself was listening to what God the Father had to say.  Some might question that the other people standing there probably didn’t hear this voice, but that limits the intent of God’s purpose.  God the Father wanted the Pharisees, Sadducees, believers, and even those not receiving John’s baptism to know who Jesus was and want God thought of Him.  God the Father was making a public declaration regarding His Son, and the important word here is ‘public’.  God had no reason to restrict the announcement to just John and Jesus, but had ever reason to make His proclamation public to the leaders of Israel and all those receiving John’s baptism, who then would have to believe in Jesus being the Messiah in order to be saved.

2.  “‘This is My beloved Son,”

a.  The first part of God the Father’s statement identifies the Lord Jesus Christ as the Son of God the Father.  Jesus Christ is the Son of God, the second member of the Trinity.  This is a declarative statement by God the Father that confirms this fact forever.


b.  Not only is our Lord God the Father’s Son, but He is loved by the Father.  The love of God the Father for God the Son is infinite, eternal, unchangeable, true, right, just, and perfect in every way.  It is a love that is beyond our understanding (because we can’t think in terms of eternity or infinity).  The Father has always loved the Son and will always love the Son.

3.  “in Whom I am well-pleased.’”

a.  The second part of the statement is the Father’s evaluation of the life of our Lord thus far in His first advent.  Jesus has lived thirty years in sinless perfection.  He is, therefore, qualified to begin His public ministry.  God the Father is declaring His perfect pleasure at His Son’s readiness and willingness to begin the work of eternal salvation.  This statement also explains why it was fitting, proper, or appropriate for John to baptize Jesus as this time.


b.  God the Father has always been pleased with His Son.  There never has been nor ever will be a time when He is not pleased with His Son.


c.  The Father was pleased with the spiritual growth of the humanity of our Lord.  He was pleased with His physical, mental, social, and spiritual life.  He was totally prepared in all phases of His life to begin His public ministry and be identified as the Messiah.  The resolution of the angelic conflict was about to go into high gear and the Father was completed pleased with His Son’s execution of the plan.  This was a critical point in history, and God the Father testifies to that fact.


d.  There are now two pieces of divine empirical evidence, one visual and one auditory, that Jesus is the Son of God, and therefore, the Messiah.  Now John must add His human testimony to the divine testimony, and he does, Jn 1:29-34, “On the next day he saw Jesus coming to him and said, ‘Behold, the Lamb of God, Who takes away the sin of the world!  This is He about Whom I said, “After me comes a Man who has a higher rank than I, because He existed earlier than me.”  Indeed I did not know about Him, but in order that He might be revealed to Israel; for this reason I came baptizing with water.’  In addition John testified saying, ‘I have seen the Spirit, descending like a dove from heaven, and He remained upon Him.  Indeed I did not know about Him, but the One having sent me to baptize with water He said to me, “He upon whom you might see the Spirit descending and remaining upon Him, this is the One who baptizes with the Holy Spirit.”  Indeed I have seen and have testified that He is the Son of God.’”


e.  Satan and the fallen angels needed to hear the fact that the Father was completely satisfied with the human life of His Son.  Satan needed to know that the Lord was sinless and impeccable as far as the Father was concerned.  This was the challenge to Satan, which led to the events of the next chapter.

4.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “The Father’s statement approved all that Jesus had done up to that point.  His ‘hidden years in Nazareth’ were years of pleasing the Father.  Certainly, the Father’s commendation was a great encouragement to the Son as He started His ministry.”


b.  “God repeated these words about Christ on the Mount of Transfiguration (Mt 17:5).  This verified for John that Jesus is the Son of God.”


c.  “It is particularly pertinent that all three persons of the Trinity were present and clearly approved the ministry on which Jesus Christ was about to embark: the Father spoke His approval, the Holy Spirit indicated His approbation by His presence, and the Son demonstrated His willingness by placing Himself in the hands of a man whom He had created.  Let us note very specifically that Jesus’ ministry was initiated with a spectacular announcement by a voice from Heaven to a large gathering of mankind that Jesus is God’s Son, and that all He was about to do met with God’s approval.  So the Jewish nation was on notice that its Messiah had at last arrived; indeed, the human race had been served this notice by God Himself—nothing could have been more definite or specific.  There was nothing secretive about Jesus’ ministry; it started with a public, supernatural announcement made to a large group of people whom God had ensured were expectantly awaiting just this event.”


d.  “There is no suggestion that Jesus became Son of God at His baptism.  It was a pivotal experience, not in that it made Jesus anything which He was not already, but in that it launched Him on the mission for which He had long prepared.”


e.  “The heavenly voice cites excerpts of Ps 2:7 and Isa 42:1.  Together they point out Jesus’ role as both divine Son and Suffering Servant, a crucial combination for interpreting Jesus’ self-understanding and mission.  Nothing suggests that Jesus began a relationship with the Holy Spirit only at this point.  Mt 2:15 makes clear that Matthew views Jesus as God’s Son at least from infancy, while Mt 1:23 views him as ‘God with us’ from birth.  Now one understands better why Jesus’ baptism was ‘proper’ or appropriate (verse 15).  God is initiating Jesus into the public phase of His ministry on earth.”


f.  “Mark and Luke have the words addressed to Jesus, ‘You are my Son …,’ but Matthew’s This is my Son makes the words relevant to the bystanders.  We should view ‘Son’ as a messianic title.  The heavenly voice points to a relationship shared by no other.  Beloved tells us of the strong affection the Father has for the Son.  It is reinforced with in whom I am well pleased.  The verb has the meaning ‘to take pleasure in’.  The divine voice gives approval to Jesus as He begins his public ministry. The words show us that right at the beginning of His ministry Jesus was identified with both the Messiah and the Suffering Servant.”
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