John 1:1
Matthew 3:14



 is the adversative use of the postpositive conjunction DE, meaning “However: plus the nominative subject from the masculine singular article and proper noun IWANNĒS, meaning “John.”  Then we have the third person singular imperfect active indicative from the verb DIAKWLUW, which means “to prevent.”


The imperfect tense is a tendential durative imperfect, which describes an attempted continuous, past action without reference to its conclusion.  It is translated “kept on trying,”


The active voice indicates that John kept on trying to produce the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Next we have the accusative direct object from the third person masculine singular personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “Him” and referring to Jesus.  This is followed by the nominative masculine singular present active participle of the verb LEGW, which means “to say: saying.”


The present tense is descriptive present for what was occurring at that moment.


The active voice indicates that John was producing the action.


The participle is circumstantial.

“However, John kept on trying to prevent Him, saying,”
 is the nominative subject from the first person singular personal pronoun EGW, meaning “I” and referring to John.  Then we have the accusative direct object from the feminine singular noun CHREIA, which means “the need.”  This is followed by the first person singular present active indicative of the verb ECHW, which means “to have: I have.”


The present tense is an aoristic present, which regards the present state of being as a fact.


The active voice indicates that John produces the state of having the need for something.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Next we have the preposition HUPO plus the ablative of agency from the second person singular personal pronoun SU, meaning “by You” and referring to Jesus.  With this we have the aorist passive infinitive from the verb BAPTIZW, which means “to be baptized.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the action in its entirety as a fact.


The passive voice indicates that John needs to receive the action of being baptized.


The infinitive is a complementary infinitive always found with words expressing need.

“‘I have the need to be baptized by You,”
 is the additive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and,” followed by the nominative subject from the second person singular personal pronoun SU, meaning “You” and referring to Jesus.  Next we have the second person singular present deponent middle/passive indicative from the verb ERCHOMAI, which means “to come: You are coming.”


The present tense is a descriptive present of what is now occurring.


The active voice indicates that Jesus is producing the action.


The indicative mood is an interrogative indicative, which is used in questions that can be answered by providing factual information.

Finally, we have the preposition PROS plus the accusative of place from the first person singular personal pronoun EGW, meaning “to me” and referring to John.

“and You are coming to me?’”
Mt 3:14 corrected translation
“However, John kept on trying to prevent Him, saying, ‘I have the need to be baptized by You, and You are coming to me?’”
Explanation:
1.  “However, John kept on trying to prevent Him, saying,”

a.  In contrast to Jesus coming to John for baptism, John is shocked and wants nothing to do with baptizing the sinless person of Jesus.  John knows exactly who Jesus is.  He knows that Jesus is the Son of God, the Messiah, and is a sinless person, who will be the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world.  He wants nothing to do with any kind of implication that Jesus is sinful and in need of repentance from His sins.  John doesn’t want to be involved in that blasphemy.


b.  Therefore, John keeps on trying to prevent Jesus from walking into the water where he is standing and make it appear that Jesus is no different than anyone else.  John can’t physically stop Jesus, and Jesus keeps on coming.  So the only thing John can do is say something to try and stop his relative.


c.  Notice that John keeps on saying this to try and prevent Jesus from doing what Jesus knows is the right thing to do.  How often do we pray to try and prevent God from doing what He knows is the right thing to do?  It is the same principle.  Nothing John could say was going to prevent Jesus from being publicly proclaimed by God the Father to be His Son.  It was a great honor for Jesus, and spoke volumes before all the elect and fallen angels that the Son of God had arrived and was ready to begin His ministry on earth to save mankind and prove Satan a liar about the love of God.


d.  John wasn’t doing the will of Satan here by trying to prevent Jesus.  John simply had so much respect for the deity of Jesus that he didn’t want anyone to think that he thought Jesus was in need of being cleansed from sinfulness.

2.  “‘I have the need to be baptized by You,”

a.  Matthew then tells us exactly what John said to try and prevent Jesus from coming to him.  John indirectly declares his own sinfulness by declaring his need to be cleansed by Jesus.


b.  This also indirectly implies that Jesus is the Pure One who has a real baptism that actually cleanses from sin.


c.  John acknowledges that he is a sinner in need of cleansing by Jesus, which means that Jesus is not a sinner but somehow has the ability to cleanse from sin—something only God can do.  Therefore, since only God can cleanse from sin, John is indirectly proclaiming the deity of Jesus and the fact He is the Christ.  Wonder what the Pharisees and Sadducees standing there thought of this statement by John?


d.  Not stated directly but also implied is the fact that Jesus has a baptism that will cleanse from sin.  That baptism is being identified with Jesus in the kingdom of God.

3.  “and You are coming to me?’”

a.  John continues his protestations with a rhetorical question.  The question points out what Jesus is doing, but does not ask why He is doing what He is doing.  Instead, John is asking a question that implies that the opposite should be happening.  The real meaning of the question is: ‘You are coming to me, but shouldn’t I be the one coming to You?’


b.  John knew he was a sinner in need of the cleansing from sin and identification with the kingdom of God.  John knew that Jesus was sinless and in need of no cleaning from sin.  Instead, John knew that Jesus has some means of cleansing others from sin and would do so in the future.


c.  John is a little confused by what Jesus is doing, but Jesus will assure him that this is the will of the Father and has an important purpose in the plan of God, which is Jesus’ way of telling John to proceed.


d.  This question is further evidence of John’s genuine humility.

4.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “Jesus was not baptized because He was a repentant sinner.  Even John tried to stop Jesus, but the Lord knew it was His Father’s will.”


b.  “Only Matthew recorded John’s opposition to this act.  John recognized Jesus did not fit the requirements for his baptism, since his baptism was for repentance from sin.  Of what did Jesus have to repent?  He had never sinned.”


c.  “John saw Jesus as one of superior status and authority (this, rather than a moral comparison, is the point of his hesitation); he cannot agree to this voluntary humiliation of the ‘mightier’ one he had predicted, and his words probably mean ‘I need your Spirit-and-fire baptism, not You my water-baptism’.  John recognizes that Jesus brings a new situation, eclipsing his own preparatory ministry.”


d.  “In verse 11 John has already disclosed his ‘inferiority complex’ in the presence of the Messiah.  He now acknowledges his own sinfulness in comparison with Jesus and how the tables ought rightfully to be turned.  Jesus should be baptizing John.”


e.  “In view of verse 11, John’s hesitation was natural.”


f.  “John sets himself over against Jesus and says that any baptism should be the other way around: he should be baptized by Jesus and not Jesus by him. He points to his need; it is not a question of what he wants (or what Jesus wants) but of need.  This is a further illustration of John’s humility and of his recognition of his own sinfulness, for a baptism like John’s was for penitent sinners, not for people who needed no repentance.  John is surprised at finding Jesus among his baptizands.  It does not seem right and therefore he does not want this baptism to proceed.”


g.  “By saying that Jesus has no need of being baptized by him, John virtually declares that Jesus is no sinner.  By acknowledging the right of Jesus to baptize, John places Jesus, not on the same plane with himself, a prophet divinely sent, but far above himself, in an office far above his own.”
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