John 1:1
Matthew 3:10



 is the emphatic use of the postpositive conjunction DE, meaning “In fact; Indeed.”  With this we have the adverb of time ĒDĒ, meaning “already; now.”  Next we have the nominative subject from the feminine singular article and noun AXINĒ, meaning “the ax.”  This is followed by the preposition PROS plus the accusative of place from the feminine singular article and noun HRIZA, meaning “to/toward/against the root.”  With this we have the genitive of identity or possession from the neuter plural article and noun DENDRON, meaning “of the trees.”  Then we have the third person singular present deponent middle/passive indicative from the verb KEIMAI, which means “to be laid.”


The present tense is a descriptive present of the present state of being.


The deponent middle/passive voice is middle/passive in form but active in meaning with the subject (the axe) producing the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact.

“In fact the ax is already laid to the root of the trees;”
 is the inferential use of the postpositive conjunction OUN, meaning “therefore.”  With this we have the nominative subject from the neuter singular adjective PAS plus the noun DENDRON, meaning “every tree.”  Next we have the negative adverb MĒ, meaning “not” plus the nominative neuter singular present active participle of the verb POIEW, which means “to produce: producing.”


The present tense is a descriptive present of what is now occurring.


The active voice indicates that every tree produces the action of not producing something.


The participle is circumstantial.

This is followed by the accusative direct object from the masculine singular noun KARPOS and the adjective KALOS, meaning “good fruit.”

“therefore every tree not producing good fruit”
 is the third person singular present passive indicative from the verb EKKOPTW, which means “to be cut down.”


The present tense is an aoristic present for a simple statement of present fact and reality.


The passive voice indicates that the non-fruit bearing trees receive the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact.

Then we have the additive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and,” followed by the preposition EIS plus the accusative of place from the neuter singular noun PUR, meaning “into the fire.”  Finally, we have the third person singular present passive indicative from the verb BALLW, which means “to be thrown.”  The morphology of this verb is the same as the previous verb.

“is cut down and thrown into the fire.”

Mt 3:10 corrected translation
“In fact the ax is already laid to the root of the trees; therefore every tree not producing good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire.”
Explanation:
1.  “In fact the ax is already laid to the root of the trees;”

a.  John the Baptist continues his address to the unbelieving Pharisees and Sadducees with a proverbial illustration and warning.  John presents a word picture of a forest of dead trees that need to be cut down and cleared out of the forest by a lumberjack in order to prevent the diseased trees from contaminating the healthy trees.


b.  The ax represents divine judgment.  Divine judgment is God’s tool used in getting rid of pockets of unbelievers among mankind.  John warns the unbelieving leaders of Israel that divine judgment is already before them and ready to strike.


c.  The trees are the unbelievers in Israel.  The root of those trees are the unbelieving leaders.  Divine judgment against the leaders of Israel is ready and about to happen.  The nation will get a forty-year grace period to believe in the Messiah before the ax of divine discipline will fall against the unbelievers of Israel in 70 A.D.


d.  John’s illustration is both a prophecy and a warning of impending judgment against all those who are spiritually dead trees in God’s forest, called Israel.

2.  “therefore every tree not producing good fruit”

a.  Based on the fact that judgment is impending against the nation and its leaders, therefore, every tree (unbeliever) that does not believe in Jesus as the Messiah (does not bear good fruit) will suffer that divine judgment.


b.  The tree represents all unbelievers in Israel, but especially the leaders of Israel, the majority of whom reject Jesus as their Messiah and Savior.


c.  The good fruit produced by any person is the fruit of faith in Jesus as the Christ.  Good fruit is the production of divine good, and that production begins with faith in Christ—the greatest fruit of all the fruits we can produce.  The greatest thing we will ever do in life is believe in Christ, and ironically that greater thing is a non-meritorious product of the grace of God.  We can produce a lot of divine good after salvation, but our faith in Christ is the most important thing we will ever do in life.


d.  The unbeliever fails to produce any good fruit in life.  All their fruit is dead works, rotten apples, spoiled bananas, etc.

3.  “is cut down and thrown into the fire.”

a.  John then illustrates what happens to dead, non-fruit-producing trees.  They are cut down by that ax of divine judgment and thrown into the bonfire of fallen trees.  The bonfire of dead trees represents the unbelievers of the world being thrown into the eternal lake of fire.


b.  John does not mince words, but hits the leaders of Israel right between the eyes with an exact prophecy of their eternal future.  They are going to the lake of fire.  They are going to die in divine discipline and then be thrown into the compartment of Hades called Torments, where they will suffer while awaiting the last judgment and their sentence to the lake of fire with Satan and the fallen angels.


c.  John makes it very clear to these men that they have a choice between changing their minds about their current belief system and rejection of the Christ or be cut down and thrown into the fire.  Unfortunately for them, we know historically that they made the wrong choice.
4.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “John’s message was one of judgment.  Israel had sinned and needed to repent, and the religious leaders ought to lead the way.  The ax was lying at the root of the tree; and if the tree (Israel) did not bear good fruit, it would be cut down.”


b.  “Unless there was productive fruit in keeping with repentance (v. 8), God would remove the tree.”


c.  “John bolstered his plea for repentance with a solemn warning of impending doom for those who do not repent.  Notice particularly John’s illustration of the ax, for he said that anyone who does not produce fruit is damned.  Does this mean we are saved by works? No, not at all, but it does mean that if we are saved we have works and therefore if we don’t have works, we are not saved.  This is straight talk, and that is what John, God’s specially ordained minister, was known for.  He did not compromise matters one iota.”


d.  “Compare Mt 7:19 for Jesus’ use of the same metaphor, in the same words.”


e.  “As at the end of verse 7, verse 10 again predicts imminent judgment for those who reject John’s call to repentance.  The fire, as verse 12 makes clear, stands for eternal punishment.  One must not think of any lesser judgment as in view.  A ‘fruitless’ Christian is no Christian at all (Jam 2:14–26).  [Based on this statement, a person who believes in Christ on their death bed is ‘no Christian at all’, which is ridiculously stupid.  Such comments should never be made by ‘scholars’.]  Christians in every age must heed John’s warning to the Pharisees and Sadducees.”


f.  “John proceeds to bring out the seriousness of the position of those who did not genuinely repent.  Already points to what has occurred; John is not referring only to the remote future; for those who have eyes to see things were already happening.  This is reinforced by the present tense in the three verbs of this verse.  The axe [or ax] was a symbol of destruction, and lying at the root of the trees paints a grim picture of impending doom (Isa 10:34; Jer 46:22).  It is not easy to understand why the axe is pictured as lying at “the root” of the trees; if one is using an axe a tree is generally cut down some little distance up from the ground. But the root is that from which the tree draws its sustenance; therefore, the picture suggests that not only will the tree be overthrown, but its source of nourishment will be taken away.  There is no hope for such a tree.  Any tree makes it universal—there are no exceptions.  The sinner must not think that he can get away with his sin.  Therefore links this up in logical sequence; John regards the destruction as inevitable.  In verse 8 he has spoken of fruit befitting repentance; now it is simply good fruit.  The tree that lacks such fruit will be totally destroyed—not only cut down but also thrown into the fire.”


g.  “Compare Mal 4:1; Jn 15:6; Mt 13:40; 18:8-9; Mk 9:48 for statement of fire and burning as God’s judgment.”
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